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BARON TRENCK. 
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I coNCLUDED the ſecond vo- 
lume of my life with preparations 
for my journey to Berlin, whence the 
magnanimous Frederic William ſent 
me the deſired paſſport. This jour- 
ney I cheerfully prepared to under- 
take, but my ever-envious fate threw 
me on the bed of ſickneſs, infomuch 
Vor. III. — 
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that ſmall hope remained -I ever 
| ſhould again behold the country of 
my forefathers, or outlive the mo- 
ment which J had been twenty years 
in anxious expectation of beholding. 
ſeemed following the Great Frederic 
to the manſions of the dead; then 
ſhould I never have concluded my 
ſecond volume, have written this my 
third, or obtained the victory by 
which I am now ſo gloriouſly 
crowned. . 

A variety of obſtacles overcome, 
I found it neceſſary firſt to make a 
zourney into Hungary, which was 
one of the moſt vivifying and plea- 
ſant of my whole life: 

Wherever I went, eſpecially at 
Ofen and Peſt, I met that honour- 
able reception, that ſenſibility of 
ſoul, the full enjoyment of which he 
only can feel who ſolely ſeeks the 

5 _ appro- 


tay. 
| approbation of the wiſe; the worthy, 


and the juſt. I have no words to 
expreſs my ſenſations, ' my / ardent 


wiſhes for the welfare of a nation, 
where I met ſo many proofs of ho- 
nourable friendſnip. Wherever I 
appeared, I was welcomed, and fol- 
lowed with love-and' that enthuſiaſm 


which only await the fathers of their 


country. The valour of my couſin 
Trenck, who died inglorioufly in the 
Spielberg, the loſs of my great Hun- 


garian eſtates, the fame of my writ- - 
ings, and the cruelty of my ſuffer- 


_ ings, gone before me. + Theſe 


muſt I thank for the reception which 


I never can forget. The officers of 
the army, the nobles of the land, 


alike teſtificd the warmth of their 


5 eſtee m 2 


Such is che anne of tha. up- 


right: ſuch, too, are the proofs that 
„ B 2 „ 
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this nation knows how juſtly to va · 
Jue- fortitude and virtue. Have 1 
not reaſon to glory in this; to pub- 
liſh my gratitude, and to recom- 
mend my children to thoſe who, 
when J am no more, ſhall dare up- 
rightly to determine concerning the 
rights which have unjuſtly been 
ſnatched from me in Hungary? For 
myſelf, I am content, nay, reward- 
ed, when commiſerated as the mar- 
tyr to the love of truth, of which I 
have ever Rood the undaunted e. 
eate. 

Not a man in WO thoſe 
alone excepted who were intereſted | 
in my oppreſſion, but will proclaim 
1 have been unjuſtly dealt by: yet 
have I good reaſon to doubt I never 
ſhall find redreſs. Sentence has been 
already given; judges, more honeſt, 
| cannot, without difficulty 5 reverſe 
. OR old 
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old dertees * the preſent poſſeſ- 
ſors of my fine eſtates are, alſo, too 
powerful, too intimate with the go- 
vernors of the earth, for me to enter- 
tain any hope of a happier ſuturity. . 
God knows my heart: — I wiſh the 
preſent poſſeſſors may render ſer- 
vices to the ſtate, equal to thoſe renn 
dered by the family of the Trencks; I 
or to thoſe that family would have | 
rendered, had its capability, and the : 
uprightneſs of its intentions, been 
ſooner and more properly eſtimated, 
There is little probability 1 mould 
ever behold my vorthy and noble 
friends in Hungary more. Here I 
bid them adieu, promiſing them to 
endeavour to paſs the remainder of 
my life ſo as ſtill to merit the appro- 
bation of a people, with whoſe. aſhes . 
4 would moſt willingly have mingled 
| my own. 5 May the God of heaven # 
/ EEG 8 3 q mY ; pros 5 5 . 
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proſper their undertakings! May the 
God of heaven preſerve every Hun- 
ovarian from a fate ſimilar to mine! 
A fate, which, til] unredrefled, I 
ſuffer, and, with ſighs and 11 875 
to ſuffer muſt ſtill continue. 
The Croats have ever been reckon- 
ed rude and uncultivated. In Vi- 
enna, men talk of their ſeminaries, 
their academies, and their ſcience: 
yet, among this rude and unculti- 
vated people, I found more ſub- 
ſcribers to my writings than among 
all the learned men of Vienna; and, 
in Hungary, more than in all the 
remainder of the Auſtrian domi- 
nions. | SAS 3; 
The viſe literati of the capital are 
little in queſt of freedom. The 
Hungarians, the unlettered Croats, 
ſeek information. The poliſhed peo- 
1 of Vienna aſk their confeſſors 
per- 
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permiſſion to read inſtructive books. 
Various ſubſcribers, having read 
the firſt volume of my works, 
brought it back, and re-demanded 
their money, becauſe ſome monk 
had told them it was a book dan- 
gerous to be read. The very judges 
of their courts have re- ſold them to 
the bookſellers, for a few pence, or 
beſtowed them on thoſe, who had the 
care of their conſciences, to burn. 
The Hungarians have read with 
avidity; have thanked me moſt ſin- 
cerely for the inſtruction they had 
received, and the attempts I had 
made to deſtroy vulgar prejudices. 
In Vienna, alone, was my life decried 
as a romance; in Hungary, on the 
contrary, I found the compaſſion of 
men, their friendſhip, and effectual 
aid. Had my book been the pro- 
duction of an Engliſhman, good 
B i: wiſhes 
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_ wiſhes would not have been his only 


reward : lords and ladies would have 
ſubſcribed, to have procured him 


eaſe, and the ſtate itſelf would have 
ſelected him as a man who, in a juſtice, 
muſt have retribution. 
We poor German writers have 
cenſors and intereſted critics to en- 
counter, if we would ſpeak truth, 
and unmaſk injuſtice; and, if a book 
finds a rapid ſale, mean and diſhoneſt 
printers iſſue ſpurious editions, de- 


frauding the author of his labours. 


Such Privileged wretches derive pro- 
fit from theft, yet aſſociate them- 


ſelves in companies, appear in the 
ſociety of honeſt men, and are ena- 
bled, by their ill-got ten gains, o 


purchaſe patents of nobility in Vi- 
enna: yet courts of juſtice, that 
would execute a man, as a thief, 
Wien hunger had e to ſteal 
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WORE 
a loaf of bread, behold theſe prac- 


tices with indifference. a Such go 


vernments are ignorant of the real 


influence c of knowledge on the wealth 


and power of ſtates... To keep the 
uſeful writer poor,. unprotected, Not 


to incite his induſtry, by honour and i 


reward, is political f ignorance and 


and conflicting paſſions, or waſte 
their lives in exertions merely me: 


chanical. Induſtr 5; UATE warded, lum- 
> .ber 8 inactive, and 5 where true ſcienc e 


is not, there will the libraries and 


minds of men be loaded with con- 


temptible and deſtructive theologi- 
cal diſputes; ' Prieſtcraft and Rome 


flouriſh, and the ſtate remains in igno 
. { PT 1 5 | rance. 


mportancde. 
Want of teachers is ; want of 8 
” ledge. . Men of genius, unſupported, 
will quit their country; or, if they 
remain, will be devoured by chagrin 
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rance. Uſeful men are wanting in 


countries where the canons of the 


church and military tactics can ſub- 
ject and deſtroy, but cannot en- 
An and regenerate. 

The encouragement of the learned 
produces able and ſcientific teachers, 
and, from their ſeminaries, men of 


genius occaſionally come forth. If 


obliged to write for their daily bread, 
the minds of ſuch men begin to de- 
ſpond ; paid by the ſheet, they write 
haſtily, inſtead of producing thoſe 
beautiful original works, of which 


they are capable. The world is thus 


inundated with books and pam- 
phlets; theundiſcerning readerknows 
not which to ſele&: the more intel- 
ligent are diſguſted, or do not read 


at all, and a work of merit thus be- 


comes as little profitable to the au- 
thor as to the ſtate, | 


The 
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The reader will pardon this di- 


greſſion, and will further permit me . 
to remark that ·thoſe critical writ- | 


ings, the intent of which is only to 
diſcover faults in, and blame all other 
writings, ſerve but to depreſs the firſt 
efforts of genivs, and injure the beſt 
of authors, in the opinion of the ill- 
judging ; yet he who criticiſes will 


gain as much as he who invents» 


Thoſe, who have read the writings ' 


of Gellert, are ſtill deſirous of hear- 
ing what ſlander and envy. have to 


alledge. Curiolity induces us to 


ſeek the aid of optics, that we may 
diſcover the ſpots in the ſun, and 


thoſe the ſimple gazer imagines he 
has ſeen,. when: the impoſtor, that. 
preſents the teleſcope, has previouſly. 
ſpotted the glaſs. 
The man who invents does ht: 
{mile at thoſe who attend only to the 
. WS order 


Nu 
order of words, or the placing of 
commas; or who detect him in hav- 
ing, for a moment, forgotten his 
grammar: yet ſuch inſects muſt exiſt. 
Ihe caterpillar will deſtroy the 
bloom of the peach, nay, will de- 
vour the fruit; but what ſhould be 
ſaid to the gardener, who, therefore, 
roots up the tree, or ſo lops its 
branches as to render it barren ;— 
what, indeed, ſhould he plant the 
thiſtle in its place? 

T left Vienna on the 5h of Ja- 
nuary, and came to Prague, Here 
T found nearly the ſame reception as 
in Hungary; my writings had been 
univerſally read. Citizens, noble 
men, and noble ladies, treated me 
with like favour, like friendſhip: 
may they, as they merit, live happy, 
in connubial love: may the mo- 
e narch 


0 8 'Þ 
march know how to value and ems 
ploy men of generous feelings and 
__ enlarged underſtandings, whom here, 

contrary to expectation, I found. 

I reluctantly bade adieu to Prague, 
and continued my journey to Ber- 
lin. Here, in Bohemia, I took leave 
of my ſon, a lieutenant in the ſecond 
regiment of carabineers, who ſaw his 
grey-headed father, and his two 
brothers, deſtined for the Pruſſian 
fervice, depart. He felt the full 
weight of this ſeparation: I remind- 
ed him of his duty to the ſtate he 
ferved; alſo, of the fearful fate of 
his uncle and father, in Auſtria, | 
and of the poſſeſſors of our vaſt 
"eſtates in Hungary. — He ſhrank 
back a look from his father pierc- 
ed him to the ſoul — tears ſtood in 
his eyes—his youthful blood flowed 
* and the . e 
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burſt ſuddenly from his lips :!— 
&« I call God to witneſs, I will prove 
e myſelf worthy of my father's name, 
« and that, while I live, his enemies 
c ſhall be mine.” 

What are the feelings of a father, 
who in his ſon embraces his friend ! 
His brothers wept, nor could I re- 
tain my tears! The beſt of opportu- 
nities this to inſtil the beſt of prin- 
ciples; and 1 here remind them of 
the holy covenant we then made — 
charging them to read this, and re- 
member it when. I am laid low in. 

the grave. The monarch, who ſhall 
wiſk to entertain them in his ſervice, 
may reſt aſſured of their fidelity, 
zeal, and their powers of mind. —- 
Actuated by the nobleſt ſpirit of 
ambition,. they will endure no diſ- 
honour; and ſo, not enduring, only, 
will they fulfil my wiſhes and com- 
ones. 


„„ At 


(iin, 
At Peterſwalde, in the road 4 
= Dreſden, my carriage broke down: 
my life was endangered, and my ſon 
received a contuſion in the arm. 
The eryſipelas broke out on him at 
Berlin, and I could not preſent him 
to the n dag a re e 
. arrival. 80 
I had buds Subs a e time at 
Berlin before the well-knowh mi- 
niſter, Count Hertzberg, wich whom 
I had been acquainted at Aix la 
Chapelle, received me with all poſ- 
ſible kindneſs. Every man to whom 
his private and internal worth are 
known, not ſeeking the addition 
of titles, will congratulate” the ſtate 
that has the wiſdom. and good for- 
tune to beſtow on him ſo high an 
office. His ſcholaſtic and prac- 
tical learning, his knowledge of 
languages, his acquaintance with 


. * 
| We profound ſciences, are indeed 
wonderful. His diſcourſe is elo- 
quent, his writings are original, his 
character noble, and his heart feeling, 
His zeal for his country is ardent, 
this love öf his king unprejudiced, 
his induſtry admirable, his firmneſs 
that of a man, and his behaviour 
An private amiable and deſtitute of 
miniſterial arrogance. . He is the 
maſt experienced and beſt informed 
man in the Pruſſian ſtates on internal 
cconomy. He harangues moſt inſtruc- 
tively in the aſſemblies of the Royal 
Academy of Berlin, and ſpeaks with 
equal affability and philanthropy to 
the poor peaſant. The very enemies 
of his country may rely on his word: 
the | eſtabliſhment, of the Pruſſian 
power is the object of his heart, 
though he is incapable of ſeeking 
even this in the inſidious paths of 
35 LOT Oo 5 Machi- 
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Machiavilian politics. The artful 


he can encounter with art; thoſe 
who menace with defiance and for- 


= titude ; and, with wiſe foreſight, can 


avert the riſing ſtorm. The duties 
of his laborious ſtation he himſelf 
fulfils. He ſeeks not ſplendor in 


ſumptuous entertainment, and oſten- 
tatious retinue; but, can he only 


enrich the ſtate, and behold the peo- 


ple happy, he is himſelf willing ta 
remain poor. His eſtate, Brieſs, 
near Berlin, is no Chanteloup, but a 
model for thoſe; patriots who would 
ſtudy œconomy. Here he, every 


Wedneſday, after ſevere fatigue, en- 
Joys recreation. The ſervices he ren - 


ders the kingdom coſt it only five 


thouſand rix- dollars yearly; he, there - 
fore, lives without oſtentation, yet 


becoming his ſtate, and with ſplen- 


dor when ſplendor is neceſſary. He 


ec does 


C3 
does not, like other miniſters, plun- 
der the public treaſury that he may 
preſerve his own private property. 
The labours he performs render his 
life unenviable, n. nor will his an be 
rich. 


This man, whom At flattery 


J have deſcribed, is he who will 


live ſo conſpicuous in the annals of 
Pruſſia; he who was fo inceſſantly 
employed under the great Frederic; 
who ſo much contributed to make 


him great; had ſo much influence 5 


in che cabinets of Europe; ſo much 
drew the attention of thinking men; 


who alone enjoyed the confidence 
and honour of being admitted a wit - 
neſs of the laſt actions, che laſt ſen- 


ſations, of his dying king; yet who, 


during his whole life, favoured as 
he was by this king, never aſked, 
nor ever received, the leaſt gratuity, _ 


This 
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This is the miniſter whoſe perſonal. 
converſation I had two months che 
happineſs to partake at Aix la Cha- 
pelle and Spa, whoſe. approbation 1 
obtained, whoſe welfare is the wiſh 
of my heart, and whoſe memory I 
ſhall ever revere. Ample be the 


rewards his country ſhall beſtow! 


Never may envy detract from his 


merits, or diſquiet his grey hairs, 


when he ſhall find reaſon, at length, 


to live for himſelf, or with glory to 


lay down that burthen, which no 
other ſingle man will be ad 


Potent enough to dear; If 


I was, received with gige ee at 


his table, where I aſſociated with 


the moſt learned members of the 
Berlin Academy, and became ac - 


quainted with thoſe whoſe ſcience 


moſt had profited and honoured he 


ene g nor e Wen 1 
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more flattering to my ſelf. love, than 
that men like theſe ſhould thinle 


me worthy their friendſhip. 
Not many days paſſed before 1 


Was preſented at court by the Pruſſian 


chamberlain, Prince Sacken; as it is 
not cuſtomary at Berlin for a foreign 


ſubject to be preſented by the mini- 


ſter of his owncourt. Though a Pruſ- 
Ban e L* wore e the oj mph uni- 


The King received me with re- 
markable condeſcenſion: all eyes 
were directed toward me, each per- 


ſon took me by the hand, each wel- 
ecomed me to my country. This 


moved me the more by being re- 
xnipiſters, who 
aſked, with ſurpriſe, who that Au- 
ſtrian officer could be who was receiv- 
ed with ſo much affection, and ſuch 
evident joy, in Berlin. The gra- 
cious Monarch himſelf gave tokens 

? 29 . of 
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t a noble pleaſure, at beholding 8 
me thus ſurrounded:- Among the 
reſt, came the worthy and honour- 
able General Prittwitz, Who . 
braced me, and ſaid aloud — 
„ This is the gentleman as ; 
1 «might. have ruined mea to effect 
7 his-own deliverance.” e 
Confuſed at ſo publis wala 
tion, I deſired him to expound this 
riddle; and he added 
I was obliged to be one of your 
guards on your unfortunate jours 
_ © ney; from Dantzic to Magdeburg, 
*in the year 1754, when I was a 
ce lieutenant. On the road 1 left 
s my eſcort behind, and continued 
s alone with you in an open carriage. 
e This gave you an opportunity to 
ec eſcape, but you forbore. I after- 
<« ward ſaw the danger to which I 
had expoſed. myſelfl. Had you 


K 
te been leſs noble- minded, had ſuch 


e a priſoner eſcaped, through my 


<« negligence, I had certainly been 
< ruined. The king believed you 
ce alike dangerous, and deſerving of 


c puniſhment. I, therefore, here 


ce publickly acknowledge you as my 


ee knee ane am in OO = 


friend.“ ot 7; if 
The * oP? but Ar to che 
firſt volume, and he will find this 
noticed; but, when I wrote it, I knew 
not the generous man, who wiſhed 


me ſo well, was the preſent General 


Prittwitz. That he ſhould himſelf 
remind - me of this incident does £ 


him the greater honour. 


The magnanimity of the action 
might be called in doubt by all who 


do not know that, even in chains, 


I might have eſcaped, would I have 


| deceived thoſe who honoured me 


with their confidence, When im- 


priſoned 


wa: | 

priſoned in Glatz, I was permitted 
to hunt; a friend remained in my 
bed, and I returned, as a man - - 

honour ought. My eſtabliſned 
character in this reſpe& was public 

in Magdeburg. I have given re- 
peated proofs that I would not 
owe my own welfare to another's 
misfortune: yet I myſelf doubt 
the motives of my own conduct in 


journeying from Dantzic. The 


confidential manner in which I was 

treated lulled me into ſecurity; my 
conſcience, void of guilt, could not 
lead me to dregd the miſeries of 
Magdeburg —In fine, my fate ſo 
would have it that in chains I ſhould 
ten years remain. Could I have 
foreſeen, could I have ſuſpected 
what I was to ſuffer, I ſhould, pro- 
bably, have eſcaped, and the worthy > - 
Prittwitz would have been caſhiered. 
| "di 
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In all the various accidents of 
life, when in danger, I have never 
heſitated, but ſuddenly reſolved, and 
ſometimes raſhly — this journey 
alone excepted. Such is the intri- 


cacy of the fate of man, a clue to 


which the wiſe will not attempt to 
find. Why was I at one moment 
ſo irreſolute, and ſo head-long at 
every other? Why does the braveſt 
ſoldier at certain times appear a cow- 
ard, and, thereby, loſe all his former 
hard-earned. fame? Why does the 
coward himſelf feel intervals of cou- 


rage? The body's injuries add to, 
or diminiſh, the mind's vigor! The 


will depends on the ſtomach's con- 
coction. He, whoſe rapid circula- 
tion never ſuffers him to ſtand ſtill, 


yet, cannot riſe and dance, if ſuffering 


from indigeſtion. If the weather be 
gloomy, ſo often will be the intellect. 
4 F | Such 


(2 ) 
Such are mechanical cauſes: he who El 
would ſeek reaſons more ſublime, / 


which I have not to give, muſt ap- 


ply to his guardian angel, or the 
ſwarming ſprites of Swedenburg, 
and there he ſhall find ſhade without 
body, and body without ſnade. 

Having been introduced-at court, 
I thought it neceſſary to obſerve 
cuſtomary ceremonies, and was pre- 
ſented by the Imperial ambaſſador: 
Prince Reuſs to all foreign miniſters, 


and ſuchfamilies as are in the routine 


of admitting like viſits. _ I was 


received by the Prince Royal, the 


reigning Queen, the Queen Dowa- 
ger, and the whole royal family, in 
their various palaces, with eſteem 
and favour never to be forgotten. 
His royal highneſs Prince Henry, 
the well-known partaker of his bro- 
ther's glory, invited me to a private 

Vor. IIi. C audience, 


audience, continued long in con- 


verſation with me, teſtified the 


vtmoſt compaſſion at what I had 


undergone, promiſed me his future. 
protection, admitted me to his pri- 
vate concerts, and made me ſtay and: 
ſup at court. Fo fot 

A like reception I met in che 
palace of Prince Ferdinand of Brunſ- 
wic, where I frequently dined and 


ſypped. His princeſs, well wor- 


thy a crown, took delight in hearing 
my - narratives, and in my knowledge 
of men and manners, and loaded me 
with favours. - % 

- Prince Ferdinand's mode of WIG 
cating his children is. exemplary, 
and well worthy imitation. From 


| this family, the world, with good 


reaſon, has much to expect. The 


ons are inſtructed in the ſoldier's 


duties, their bodies are inured to the 
Aer 1 -|. ,ude- . 
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inclemencies of weather, ſuch, as the 
meaneſt man in an army muſt ſup- 
port; they are taught to ride, ſwim, 
and are ſteeled to all the fatigues 
of war. Therefore is their growth 
like the cedar of Lebanon, and 
their minds as exalted. ' Princely 
pride they only know to deſpiſe. 
Their hearts are formed for friend- 
ſhip, and pant to acquire all the 
fame of noble deeds, which, for this 
reaſon, they cannot fail to attain. 
Happy the ſtate wherein they are 
born! Happy the nation in defence or 
which they are to act 
Never yet has flattery degraded 
| my pen, nor be it now ſuſpected, 
when I ſay how highly I honour 
their noble mother, who has edu- 
cated her ſons. for their country's 
good, teaching them, not the effe- 
minate and contemptible vices, but, 
FE. „ the 
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the high duties of Princes, accuſtom- 
ing them like men to labour, le 
men to grow wiſe. 
1 ſpeak from knowledge, W . 
fore, my word is not liable to re- 


proof. I have ſaid too little. The 


— 


ſelection of thoſe who were to teach 
them wiſdom, to improve their na- 
tural talents, inſtruct them to govern 
their paſſions, enlarge their views, 
and ſtrengthen their love of mankind, 
was, certainly, moſt fortunate, and 1 5 
as well diſplays the penetration of 
thoſe who choſe them, as the views 
with which they were choſen. 

How immenſe the difference be- 
tween this and the mode I have ſeen 
practiſed in other countries, where, | 
ſhuddering, I have beheld. future 


deſpots in puny boys! How ridi- 


culous theſe their Royal Highneſſes 


appear, who, though born to rule, 
5 5 are 


J 
aære not, in real worth, or abilities, 
deſerving to be the lackeys of the 
leaſt of thoſe whom they treat with 
contempt; and yet who ſwell, ſtrut, 
ſtride, and contemplate themſelves 
as eſſentially different by nature, and 
of a ſuperior rank in the ſcale of 
beings, though, in reality, their 
minds are of the un the ene 
clas. | 
_- Happy the ate whoſe prince is 
Seply impreſſed with a ſenſe that 
the people are not his property, but 
he the property of the people! 
Would men ever have been ſcourged 
by the iron whip of arbitrary power, 
had not their minds, from infancy, 
been poiſoned with ſlaviſn princi- 
ples; had not 'the few wiſe been 
unable to actuate and inſpire the 
crouching vaſſal ſwarm? A prince, 
beloved by his people, will ever 
| C3. render 


LE», f 
render a nation more happy than he 
whoſe only wikh is to inſpire fear. 

The pleaſure I received at Berlin 
was great indeed. When I went to 
court, the honeſt citizens crowded to 
fee me; and, when any one among 
them ſaid That is Trenck,” the reſt | 
wept cry“ Weins once more 
« to- your country” — while many 
would reach me their hands, with the 
tears ſtanding in their eyes, Fre- 
quent were the ſcenes I experienced 
of this kind. No pardoned malefactor 
would have been ſo received Oh 
no It was the ſweet reward of 
innocence: this reward was fully 
beſtowed throughout the Pruſſian 
territories, 

Oh world, ill-judging world, * 
ceived by ſhow ! What is thy praiſe, 
or what thy blame? Doſt thou not 
| — follow the opinion of the 
Prince, | 


| prince, be he ' ſevere, or indulgent, 
arbitrary, or juſt ? Thy cenſure and 
thy praiſe equally originate in com- : 
mon report. I am of this an ex- 
| emplary proof. In | Magdeburg 1 | 
lay, chained to the wall, ten years, 
ſighing in wretchedneſs, ſuffering 
- every affliction, every calamity of 
hunger, cold, nakedneſs, and con- 
tempt. And wherefore? Becauſe the 
King, by flanderers deceived, pro- 
nounced me worthy puniſhment. 
Becauſe a wiſe King miſtook me, 
and treated me with barbarity. 
Becauſe a prudent King, knowing 
he had done wrong, yet would not 
have it ſo ſuppoſed; So was his heart 
turned to ſtone; nay, oppoſed by 
- manly fortitude, was enraged to 
cruelty. Moſt men knew I was an 
innocent ſufferer, * Yet did they all 

50 * out the more, ſaying, let him 
| G4 Tom 
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et he crucified! 


(800 . 
And why? What 
evil hath he done?“ Frederic had 
pronounced the ſentence. It was 
his will, and I muſt be deemed a 


malefactor. My very relations were 
aſhamed to hear my name. My 
_ » ſiſter was barbarouſly treated becauſe 
the piteouſly aſſiſted me in my mis- 
fortunes. No man durſt openly 


avow himſelf my friend, durſt own I 
merited compaſſion; or, much leſs, 


that the infallible King had erred. 1 
was the moſt deſpiſed, forlorn, man 
on earth; and, when' thus put on 
the rack, had 1 there expired, my 


epitaph would have been, Here 


c lies the traitor Trenck.“ 


Frederic is dead, and the ſcene is 
changed: another monarch has aſ- 
cended the throne, and the grub i is 
changed to a beautiful butterfly! 
1 he ſun is n — the light ſhines, 

upon 


upon my hiſtory and | myſelf. The. 
witneſſes to all I have aſſerted are 
ſtill living, and loudly now proclaim 


the truth, embrace me with heart- 
felt affection; and the univerſal 
contempt of error, which I ſo long 
endured, is now changed to univerſal 
_ admiration and efteem ! 

The grandees of the earth, who, 
thirty years, or even as many months, 
ago, Frederic being alive, would 
not have deigned a look, or deemed 
me worthy the ſmalleſt compaſſion, 


now condeſcendingly embrace me! 


Frederic William has done me juſ- 


— 


tice. Frederic the Great lies ſilent, | 


unable to gainſay the ſentence! T 
am yet the ſame ;, great as is this 
"eltige. Oo m 
Does the worth of man depend. 

upon his actions; his reward or ꝑu- 


niſhment upon his virtue? In arbi- 
Cs trary 


5 : 
trary ſtates certainly not. They de- 
pend on the breath of a king! Fre- 
deric was the moſt penetrating prince 
of his age, but the moſt obſtinate 
alſo; the moſt unrelenting when- 
ever he encountered oppolition, or, 
by perſiſting in, could diſguiſe error. 
A vice dreadful to thoſe whom he 
ſelected as victims, that muſt be ſa- 
crificed to the promoting of his 
arbitrary views! F- 
| Suſpicion may render a monarch 
leſs liable. to be deceived on certain 
occaſions, but to how many flanders 
and falſchoods is he expoſed by this 
pernicious quality! J had ſtrength 

to ſupport every thing Frederic had 
power to inflict; nay, after all my 
ſufferings, have lived to ſee the end 
of my royal foe; to whoſe overgrown = 
armies and uncircumſcribed will 1 
had — but patience and for- 

titude 


og 
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titude to oppoſe. But oh How 
many were there, like me, groaning 
in dungeons, the victims of a fate 
| ſo wretched, who now are no more f 
Or who, now, if living, have not, 
like me, the means of publiſhing all 
the miſeries they have endured l 
How many periſhed. the ſin offerings 
of this obſtinate ſelf-will, whoſe or- 
phan children now cry to God for 
vengeance !- How many of theſe or- 
phans are obliged to utter their 
groans. in ſecret: becauſe, their fa- 
thers having been cut off, they have 
no means of juſtification! The dead, 
alas! cannot, plead. Trial began 
and ended with execution. The 
few words—IT 1s THE Kixe's cou- 
 MaND—were, indeed, words of hor- 
hor to the poor condemned wretch 
denied to plead his innocence l- 
Let what is the Uka/e n or- 
CS” der) 
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der) in Ruſſia—Te ef notre bon 
Plat ir (Such is our good pleaſure) 
in France, or the Allergnadigſte Hof- 
reſolution (The all gracious ſen- 
tence of the court), pronounced with 
'the ſweet tone of a Vienna matron ? 
In what do theſe differ from the 
emma: pl thy OrDin of a military de- 
| ſpot i 
Curſed effedts of court paraſites, 
who perſuade the god of their ido- 
latry he is infallible! And infuſe 
into his heart the falſe and deſtrue- 
tive principle that a king 1s ſuperior | 
to law | That the country over which 
he reigns is his property! And that 
the ſubject ought not to demand 
juſtice as a right, but crouch and 
receive it as a favour! 
Every effort, every prayer, of man 
| ſhould be conſecrated to man's gene- 
ral good; z to obtain freedom for him, 
and 


— 
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end vniverſal juſtice! Together 
| ſhould we cry with one voice, and, 
if unable to ſhackle arbitrary power, 
ſtill ſhould we endeavour to ſhew 
how dangerous it is! How deſpica- 
ble! The prieſts of liberty ſhould 

Mk offer up their thanks to the monarch 
who declares be word of power a 
nullity, and the ſentence of juſtice 
omnipotent ; who contemns the acts 
of an Alexander, or a Charles XII. 
Woe to the monarch poſſeffed by 
the 'deſtructive ſpirit of conqueſt 
Woe to the country whoſe Quixote 
ruler is ever in ſearch of giants} 
Woe to the people whom his fury 
dooms to the ſword, or who are 
made the ſanguinary inſtruments of 
deſolation, death, or ſlavery, to other 
nations! Woe, tenfold woe, to that 
prince who would be adored by the 
Tg wretches he das, fettered! 
- A PT TL Top Woe 
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Woe to him who is quick to puniſh, 
flow to reward, or who only em- 
ploys his power in the gratification of 
his favourites! The thirſt of domi- 
nion and the thirſt of blood are ever 
aſſociated! What wonder that he, 
who makes the rights and heads of 
men his ſport, ſhould be Led * 
their groans? 

Inſtead of fon the 0, OY 
roes in our ſongs, inſtead. of ratling 
them to the rank of heroes by our 
valour, we ought much rather to 

praiſe and een the friends a 
om. 5 

Who can name FAR court in Eu- 
rope where Louis, Peter, or Fre- 
deric,. each and all The Great, have 
not been, are not, imitated as mo- 
dels of perfection? Lettres de ca- 
chet, the knout, and cabinet- orders, 
1 all right, are become 
law! 


(39) 

law! Judges, who legally mould 
decide on our actions and our claims; 
are, themſelves, but puppets: ſear- 
ful of puniſhment, oO are oves 
ready ts MM z - 

No reaſoning, ſays the dard 

to the poor grenadier, - whom he 
canes. No reaſoning !—exclaim 
judges. The court has decided. 
No reaſoning, raſh and pertinacious 


Trenck, will. the prudent reader 


echo. Throw thy pen in the fire; 
and expoſe not thyſelf to become 
the martyr of ſtate inquiſition. 
Yes, kind counſellor, I will follow 
thy advice. Let others beware how 
they expoſe themſelves to like dan- 
gers, or let their narratives lie bu- 
ried, till they, themſelves, being 
entombed, are no "ge 1 $94 
40 ſuffer. | 


'- Unremarked, my choughts Pry 
my 


* 
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my pen, and lead me aſtray from 
my ſubject, when the remembrance 
of the paſt ſwells my veins, when 
ſwifter circulates my blood, and the - - 
deep wounds of my heart again 
guſn forth — wounds that never can 
be healed — never can be ſcarred 
_ over,——Such. paſſages repoſe. and 
reaſon would eraſe :; but ahl how 
may I repent. having written the 
truth? Neither have I time to re- 
copy what I write, and thus my writ- 
ings juſtly” incur blame from rigid 
criticiſm, and even from my beſt. 
friends, who would perſuade me to 
greater caution and prudence. _ 
My fate is, and muſt to the 
$3 grave remain, critical and undecid- | 
ed. I have ſix and thirty years been i in 
the ſervice of Auſtria, unrewarded, 
and beholding the repeated and gee © 
nerous eHorts 1 made, effectually to 
ſerve 


— 


3 
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| ſerve that ſtate, | unnoticed. The 
Emperor Joſeph ſuppoſes me old, 


that the fruit is waſted, and that the 
huſk only remains. In this he is 


wrong. The oppreſſion I have ſuf- 
fered is too great, even for an at- 


tempt at making me adequate fatif= 5 
faction. It is alſo ſuppoſed I ſhould 


not be ſatisfied with a little. This 
ſuppoſition is equally wrong. To 


continue him in oppreſſion who has 


once been oppreſſed, and who poſ- 
ſeſſes qualities that may make injuſ- 
tice manifeſt; is the poliey of ſtates.” 

Neither do courtiers love the man, 
who, able to penetrate, is liable to 


flruſtrate their inſidious intents. How 


J have been treated by judges, re- 


ferendaries, curators, I have, per- 
haps, too repeatedly urged: yet, 


ſurely, this will be forgiven me, 
though this is an additional reaſon 


— 


why 


} * 
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why I never can obtain juſtice. My 
ſpirit has been too proud to implore, 
my nature too independent. My 
journey to Berlin has given the ſlan- 
derer further opportunity of painting 
me as a ſuſpicious: character: 1 ſmile 
at the ineffectual attempt. : 
I appeared in the Imperial uni- 
Bin and, by my conduct, belied fuch 
inſinuations. So was it written to 
court, in November, when I jour- 
neyed into Hungary The motions 
of Trenck oughr to be obſerved 
<« in Hungary.“ Ye poor malicious 
blood - ſuckers of the virtuous! Ye 
ſhall not be able to hurt a hair of 
my head. Ye cannot injure the man 
who has ſixty years lived in ho- 
nour. Thus the elephant moves 
along, regardleſs of the ſhouting 
mob! I vill not, in my ald age, 
"We upon myſelf the reproach of 
incon- 


1 
"- 
4 
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inconſtancy, treachery, or "OW of 5 
revenge. Nor Sultan, nor Great 
Mogul, ſhall allure me to ſlavery. : 
1 will betray no. political ſecrets; I 
wiſh not to injure thoſe by whom I 
have. been injured, — Such acts will 
J never commit — Never — I never 
yet deſcended to the office of ſpy, 
nor will I die a rewarded villain.— 
Neither! in Auſtria, nor Pruſſia, will 
I be made the inſtrument of a Fac 
tion. 

To your work, therefore, ye deat 
2 ers in court enigmas: I here re- 
nounce your ſociety; here publicly 
renounce the dignities of courts or 
armies, determined to live a private 
man, thankful only to thoſe who ſhall 
treat me with friendſhip, or endea- 
vour to obtain for me ſome part 
of that right which ſo juftly is my 


due. Thefe ſhall not repent that 


Trenck is their debtor, for his heart 8 


| is grateful. 


Yes, I 3 in Berlin, among 


the upright and the juſt. Inſtead 


of being its ſuppoſed enemy, I was 


declared an honour to my country. 
I appeared in the Imperial uniform, 
and fulfilled the duties of my ſtation: 


and now muſt the Pruſſian Trenck 


to Auſtria return, there to perform: a 
father's duty, having already done 


more for this country than could 
have been expected from an op- 
| preſſed man. 


Yet more of v what happened i in 


| Berlin. . 


Some days after I had _ pre- 


| ſented to the King, and ſupped with 

the Queen, I - entreated: a private 
audience, and, on the 12th of Fe- 
bruay, 


8 ny: 4 2 . 
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| bruary, received the following. let 
. ; 
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ce FN anſwer to your letter of the 


ce th of this month, which has been 
given me, I gladly inform you 
te that, if you will come to me after 


ce dinner, to-morrow, at five o'clock, 
« J ſhall have zhe pleaſure to ſee and 
« ſpeak with you; meantime, I pray 
« God to take you into his * 
* nens. 


0 FREDERIC WILLIAM. 


: ce Berlin, Feb, I 2. wat | # : mot Ms 4 
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et P. 8. Atter 8 Ps e 
« I find it more convenient to ap- 
te point to- morrow, at nine in the 
4 morning, about which time you 
« will come into the apartment 
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named the marmor kammer (mar- 
& ble chamber.) 


The anxiety with which I lee 
this wiſhed-for interview, may well 


be conceived. . I found the Pruſſian 


Titus alone, and he continued in 
converſation with me more than an 
hour. 

How Sen evt ing, how kind was 
the monarch! How great! How 
nobly did he conſole me for the paſt! 


How entirely did his aſſurance of 
favour overpower my whole ſoul! 


He had read the hiſtory of my life. 


When Prince of Pruſſia; he had been 
an eye-witneſs, in Magdeburg, of 
my martyrdom, and my attempts 


to eſcape. Many circumſtances he 


recollected himſelf, and he enquired 
of thoſe who had been preſent, and 


who confirmed the truth of my nar- 


2 5 rative, 


* 
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rative, and the ſeverity of my eala- 


mities. — Long ſhall I remember 
theſe fortunare moments : - yet theſe 


are fled. His Majeſty parted from 
me with tokens of confirmed eſteem 
and condeſcenſion. My eyes bade 


adieu, but my heart remained · in the 
marble chamber, in company with 


a prince capable of ſenſations ſo dig. 
nified ; and "ys wiſhes for his welfare 


are eternal. 7-573 36614 BE > 


I have lince ornate 8 
the greater part of the Pruſſian 


| Rates. Where is the country in 
_ which: the people all are ſatisfied ? 


Many complained/! of oppreſſions, 


hard times, or, induſtry watered, 


My general anſwer was 


Friends, kneel with the Aung 


tt ſan, and thank the God of heaven 
« chat ans are nn I have 


At ſeen 
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* ſeen. and known much of this 
ee world, and I aſſure you, on my 
de honour, you are among the hap- 
te pieſt people of Europe. Cauſes 
ce of complaint every where exiſt; 
ce but you have a king, neither ob- 
ce ſtinate, ambitious, covetous, nor 
d cruel: his will is that his people 
« ſhould have cauſe of content, and, 
te ſhould he err, by chance, his 
« heart is not to blame, if * ſub- 
ect — 055 

To the truth of this 1 pledge my 


veracity; I am well known not to be 


a flatterer; I ſpeak what I have ſeen 
I vent the thoughts of my heart; I 
write from conviction, and not with 
the inſidious hope. of reward. 
The eyes of all Europe are, at 
preſent, directed toward Berlin. 
Eager to learn whether Frederic 
William will be able to ſuſtain the 
| 0 TR 
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vaſt and artificial fabric, reared by 
his predeceſſor.” I will ſyſtematize 
but little, I will fate incontroverti- 


N ble facts. 


Pruſſia is neither wanting i in . 
active, or learned men. The warmth | 
of | patriots glows in their veins. 
The foul of the Great Frederic ſtill 
inſpires the machine, and there is 


little doubt but that its wheels 
will not be clogged by innovation. 


Should this plan be ſteadily pur- 
ſued, there will be no confuſion of 


tongues in the tower of Babel: and 


thoſe, who wiſh its deſtruction, will 
have great difficulties to ſurmount. 
Every thing remains with equal ſta- 
bility, as under the reign of Fre- 
deric; and, ſhould the thunder burſt, 
the ready conductor will render * ; 


bolt ineffectual. „ 7 


; Vie | 5 | Hertz 
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| Hertzberg til labours in the ca- 

binet, ſtill thinks, writes, and acts as 
he has done for years. The King is 
deſirous that juſtice ſhall be done 
his ſubjects, and will puniſh; perhaps, 
with more ſeverity, whenever he finds 
himſelf deceived, than, from the 
goodneſs of his diſpoſition, might be 
ſuppoſed. The treaſury is full, the 
army continues the ſame, and there: 
is little reaſon. to doubt but that in- 


duſtry, population, and wealth will 0 


increaſe. 
Fer is it ardently to be defired 


that commerce might be promoted, 3 
by treaties with foreign nations; in- 


duſtry encouraged ; monopolies to- 
tally aboliſhed; the price of provi- 


ſions reduced; manufactures ſup- 
ported; loaves leſs burthened 
by taxes; juſtice impartially admi- 
| niſtered; puniſhments rendered more 


mild; 


Cle 5 51 ) „ 
wild ; toleration made more univer- 
ſal; foreigners r no longer kidnapped ; ; 
promiſes. held ſacred, and free egreſs | 
and regreſs given throughout the 
Pruſfian provinces. None but the 
vile and the wicked would leave 
the kingdom: while the oppreſſed, 
| and, beſt ſobjects of other ſtates 
would fly their native country, pk 
tain of finding encouragement and : 
| ſecurity i in Pruſſia. | 

The perſonal qualities of F rederic. 
William merit to, be deſcribed. He N 

is tall and handſome, his mien is. 
mazjeſtic, and his accompliſhments 
of mind and body would procure. 
him the love of men, were he not a 
king. He is affable without deceit, 
friendly and kind in converſation, 
and ſtately when ſtatelineſs is ne- 

ceſſary. His ſtep is firm, his voice 
D on 
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ſonorous, his tone commanding, 


his heart capable of the nobleſt ſen- 
ſations, and ſo benevolent that his 
greateſt happineſs is in the 9 


pineſs of others. He is bountiful, 


but not profuſe; he knows that, with- 


out era aki the Pruſſian power 


muſt ſink. He is not tormented. 
by the ſpirit of conqueſt, he wiſhes 


harm to no nation, yet will he not | 
certainly ſuffer other nations to make 


encroachments, nor will he be terrified 
by menaces. That he is a ſoldier and 
a general, his great inſtructor and 
predeceſſor has, long fince, borne 
teſtimony. He is, likewiſe, con- 
vinced how neceſſary it is that the 
king of a military ſtate ſhould be 


the friend of military men. 


The wiſe Frederic, when living, 
though himſelf learned, and a lover 
of the ſciences, never encouraged 

| them 
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them in his kingdom. Germany, 
under his reign, might have forgotten 
her language; he preferred the lite- 
rature of France. Königſberg, once 
the ſeminary of the North, contains, 
at preſent, few profeſſors, or ſtu- 
dents; the former are fallen into diſ- 
repute, and are ill paid; the latter 
repair to Leiplic and Göttingen. 
We have every. reaſon to ſuppoſe 
the preſent monarch, though no 
learned man himſelf, will encou- 
rage the academies of the learned, 
that men learned in juriſprudence 
and the ſciences may not be want- 
ing, more eſprcially as the nobility 
0 without exception, ſerve in 
the army, ſo that learning has but 
few adherents, and theſe are de- 
prived of the means of i improvement. 
The nation, which, in this age, can 
| wield the ſword alone, will find itſelf 
D 3 inferior 
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inferior to competitors. Nor will : 


Frederic William govern with an 


iron ſceptre, or conſign his ſubjects | 


ſolely to the ſlaughter- houſe. He 
will not be the ſultan of ſlaves. 


. Superſtition, ſtupidity, fear, and the 


whip, are the ſupport of the deſpot: 
he is a monarch who, by teaching 
his ſubje&ts to love and revere him, 


will excite them to the performance 


of their duties. Theſe duties are 
promoted by the promotjon of 


knowledge, conſequently, the Pruſ- 
ſian academies will revive, ſuppreſ- 


ſed, as they have been, by the . 
rary ſyſtem of Frederic. ON 


. awwaISyye. _ 13 * 


Trederic vw unam 18 alio too much 
the friend of men, to torture, or 


ſuffer them to pine in priſons. He 


will not uſe the whip to bend the 
Pruſſian back to ſlavery! He, 


likewiſe, abhors the barbarity with 
which 


rs 
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which the ſoldiers are beaten: his 
officers will not be fettered hand 
and foot; laviſh: ſubordination will 
be baniſhed, and the noble in heart 
will be the noble of the land. He, 
who deceives ſuch a prince, deſerves 
double puniſhment. :., May he, in 
his people, find perfect content! 
May his people be ever worthy 
ſuch a prince! Long may he reign, 
and may his. miniſters be ever en- 
lightened and honourable men! 
Such is my ardent prayer Such too 
is the portrait of a monarch whom 
I have praiſed, not becauſe of his 
titles, or his power, but his worth ; 
and becauſe it is his delight 0 
make the good and virtuous happy. 

Hle ſent for me a ſecond time, 
converſed much with me, and con- 
_ firmed thoſe ideas which my firſt in- 
terview had inſpired, and I am fully 
" Sp D 4 con- 
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convinced I have not miſtaken his 
Character. E | | 
On the 11th of March FE pre- 
Anal my ſon, at another private 
audience, whom I intended for the 
Pruſſian ſervice. The King imme- 
diately beſtowed a commiſſion on 
him in the Poſadowſky dragoons, at 
my eſpecial requeſt. The difficulty 
of obtaining ſuch a commiſſion, 
without having firſt ſerved as an 
enſign, is well known; this was, 
therefore, a particular favour and 
honour, and my ſon has the more to 
expect, ſince his Majeſty has _—_ 
nia his promotioun. 

i faw him at the review at Veau, | 
and his ſuperior. officers: formed 
great expectations from his zeal. 
Thus I have done the duty of a fa- 
ther by my ſons: time will diſcover 
| whether he in 10 Katt or this 
119 * 14 in 


„ 

in the Pruſſian, ſervice, will firſt ob- 
tain rewards due to their father; and 
to this ſtate, will I bequeath my 
third ſon. Should they both re- 
main unnoticed, I will 'beſtow” him 


oa European courts, whence juſtice, 


to me and mine, is baniſhed. Luck- 
ily, my children are no monarch's 
vaſſals. They were born in the 
free imperial city of Aix la Chapelle, 
therefore is their will unfettered, 
and they may, with n ſeek 
bread in any country. 

To Auſtria I owe no ak 
all that could be taken from me was. 
1 was a captain before I entered 
thoſe territories, and, after fix and 
thirty years ſervice, I find myſelf in 
the rank of Invalid Major! Leſs I 
could not be. My duty I more than 

fulfilled, and wept in chains and dun- 
"Ms geons. 


(SY: > 
geons, ſo many years, not from any 
fault of mine, but, becauſe I was 
plundered, ſold, and betrayed, by 
Auſtrian reſidents, traitors: to their 
embaſly, and perſecutors at Vienna. 


The proof of all I have aſſerted, and 


of how little J am indebted to this 


ſtate, is moſt inconteſtable, ſince the 


hiſtory of my life is allowed, by the 
royal cenſor, to be publicly ſold in 
Vienna. The ſame proof exiſts in 


Berlin, where my narrative is uni- 


verſally read, and y veracity eſta- 
bliſhed. 

Iris very remarkable that one only 

of the eight officers, as one of whom 

I ſerved, in the body guard, in the 


year 1745, though it is now two 
and forty years ſince, is dead, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Count Blumenthal 


lives in Berlin; Pannewitz is com- 
| mander of the knights of Malta: 


both . 


2 


- » wy 


- » * 
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both gave me a polite and friendly 
reception. Both were acquainted 
with the circumſtances and manner 
in which _Jaſchinſky,: deceived. the 
King, to my ruin. Wagnitz is 
lieutenant- general in the ſervice of 
Heſſe-Caſſel: he was my tent com- 


rade, and was perfectly acquainted 


with all that happened. Kalkreuter 


and Grothuſen live on their eſtates, 


and Jaſchinſky himſelf is now alive | 
in Königſberg, but known, deſpiſed, 
ſuperannuated, and tortured by ſick- 

neſs and remorſe. I have neyer 


viſited him, nor can 1 ſuppoſe he 


wiſhes I ſhould, He, inſtcad of pu- 
niſhment, has forty years enjoyed a 


penſion of a thouſand rix-dollars ; 
_ conſequently has coſt the ſtate forty 
thouſand rix-dollars. I have ſeen 
my lands confiſcated, of the i income 


of which I have been forty-two.. 
| .D 5 : | years. 


years deprive) and never 3 re- 
ceived retribution. | 

uch is the way of the world! 
Frederic robbed the worthy citizen 
of his right; and, with a part of 1 it, 
| rewarded ſuch a man as Jaſchinſky. 
Time muſt decide; the King is ge- 
nerous, and I have too much true 
Pride to become A beggar.” The name 
of Trenck ſhall be found i in the hif- 
tory of the acts of Frederic. This, 
though I ſhould not defire it, I could 
not prevent, A tyrant himſelf, he 
was the ſlave of his paſſions ; and, 
even when he fuppoſed he might be | 
deceived, did not think an inquiry 
into, innocence worth the trouble. 
To be aſhamed of doing right, be- 
cauſe he has done wrong, or to perſiſt 
in erfor, that fools, for fools only 
can, may think him infallible, is 
a — W in a ruler. While 

the 


the obſtinate Frederic lived, no man 
dared pronounce my name: no man 
durſt own himſelf. my friend. He 
is dead; when 1 am ſo, no pillar of 
diſhonour ſhall riſe over my grave: 
my epitaph ſhall be, “Alas l that 
ce thou wert known too late.“ 
Since I have been at Berlin, and 
hee: there with ſo many teſti- 
monies of friendſhip and favour; the 


 _news-papers of Germany have 'pub- 


liſhed various articles . concerning 
me, perhaps with the beſt of wiſhes, 
-intending to contribute to my ho- 
nour, or eaſe. - They have, however, 
been ſometimes miſinformed. They 
have aſſerted a great penſion has been 
ſettled on me in Berlin; but, on my 
- honour, I affirm I never aſked a 
penſion. They have ſaid my eldeſt 

daughter is appointed the governeſs. | 
e dung — This, per- 
8 haps, 


| haps, has been the joke of ſome 
witty correſpondent; for my eldeſt 
daughter is but fifteen, and ſtands 
in need of a governeſs herfelf. Per- 
enough, from oſtentation, to circulate 
falſehood: perhaps they ſuppoſe 
they do me ſervice, or give me 
pleaſure, by publiſhing, as facts, ho- 
nours or rewards, for which I hope. 
It may be malice, and a deſire to 
injure me; it may be the very re- 
verſe: in any caſe, it is no pleaſure 
to me, and may have ill effects. 
An honeſt man never is without 
enemies, who will labour to pre- 
vent any good that might happen to 
him, and who are terrified if theß 
imagine he might become the * 
vourite of a king. 25 
Il almoſt daily receive Ke from 
me all parts of Germany, from perſons 
4 <6 Ul... 
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unknown to-me, wherein the ſenſa- 
tions of the feeling heart are evident, 
The hiſtory of my life has excited a 
general attention. Thoſe reviewers, 
who have been impartial, have my 
thanks: thoſe who ſuſpect my vera- 
city, or endeavaur to decry my 
work, muſt be anſwered by an ap- 
peal to facts. That my hiſtory 
relates many improbable events, 
and rather reſembles a Romance 
than a work of Biography, is not my 
fault: extraordinary accidents I have 
encountered, and extraordinary! ac- 


cidents muſt relate. My purpoſe in 


writing was the publication of truths: 
nor ſhall I be accuſed, except by 

| thoſe who do not know, or who do 

not conſider, this reaſon, and who are 
pPrejudiced againſt a man pleading 
his own cauſe. Were I to attempt 
to deceive the public, I were, in- 


N83 
deed, unworthy. © Among the num 
ber of theſe letters was one, which 
1 received from the learned Bahrdt, 
Profeſſor at Halle, dated April 10, 
178%* ; wherein he ſays, ©© Receive, 
© noble German, the ardent thanks 
ce of one who, like you, has en- 
« countered- difficulties ; yet, far 
ec inferior to thoſe you have encoun- 
<« tered. You, indeed, with gigan- 
ce tic ſtrength, have met a hoſt of 
« foes; and nobly conquered. The 
« peſt of men attacked me alſo: 1 
« alſo was perſecuted © by prieſts, 
<< The ardour of my temper en- 


60 gaged me in many a raſk enter- 
 « prize: and I too have been de- 
t voured by a noble pride of heart. 
"8 1 was: the enemy of hypocriſy, 


* Tbe "Be of Profeſſor Bahrdt, and the Ba- 
ron's anſwer, are both in verſe, but are too 
barren of poetical merit, or figure, to pleaſe 
in poetical tranſlation. T, 5 

cc and 
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« and diſdained to be the paraſite 
ce of princes. From town to town, 
« from land to land, 1 was purſued 
"" prieſteraft and perſecution: 
<« yet, in deſpite of adverſe fate, and 
« poverty, Tacquired fame. I fled for 
refuge and repoſe. to the ſtates of 
tt © Frederic, but found them not. "oY 
« have eight years , laboured under 
« affliction with unwearied perſeve- 
by rance, but reward found none. By 
te patient induſtry have I made myſelf 
ce what 1 am: by miniſterial favour, 
ce never. Even in the ſtates of Fre- 
« deric, the hatred of prieſts purſued 
«me. Worn out and weak, lament- 
_ « ing my on deſtiny, the hiſtory of 
« your: life, worthy fir, fell into 
© my hands, and poured balſam in- 
ce to my wounds. There, indeed, 
« I, ſaw- ſufferings unmeaſurable: 
a there, indeed, beheld ſortitude moſt 
Emu TY The cha- 
« van? - . grin 


— „ — 
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e grin that preyed upon, the deſpair 
ec that rent, my heart fled. Compar- 


«ed to you, of what could | com» 
ce plain? Receive, noble German, 


© my warmeſt thanks; while I live 
ec they ſhall flow, And, ſhould. you 
ce find a fortunate moment, in the 
cc « preſence of your King, ſpeak of me 
« as one conſigned to poverty ; as 
« one whoſe talents are Ly in 
tc oblivion, ; Say to him Mighty 


. King! ſtretch forth thy hand, and 
dry up bis tears.“ I know che 


tc nobleneſs of your mind, and doubt 
ce * not your good v wiſhes,” 5 


10 the Profeſſor 8 letter 1 re · 
turned the following anſwer. 
I was affected, Sir, by your let- 
te ter. I never yet was unmoved, 
where the pen did but obey the 


4 dictates of the heart. I feel for your 


ec ſituatio n; and, 1 my example can 


86 teach wiſdom. even to the. wiſe, 'I 


4 ave, 


r . 
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e have, inde; cauſe to triumph. 

e This is the ſweeteſt of rewards. > 
cc At Berlin I have received. much 
e honour, but little more. The 
« courtier fawns to obtain favour 
cc and gifts. He who ſeeks juſtice 
« miſtakes his road. Men are deaf 
to him who. confides only in his 
ce right. What have ! gained? Sha- 
e dowy fame for myſelf, and the 


« vapor of hope for my heirs! 


1,86 Truth and Trenck, may. god 
« friend, flouriſh not in courts, Jon 


cc complain of prieſteraft. He, who 
cc attacks a neſt of hoxnets, muſt ex- 
ce pect to be tung. Hs who would 
4 diſturb their ambition and oovet- 
* ouſneſs, he who. ſpeaks againſſ 
ce the falſe opinions they ſcatter, 

« conſiders not prieſts, and their ajm, - 
| & which is to dazzle.the ftupid,, ang 
46 . the wiſe. A hoſt of knaves, 


« in 
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« in black, 1 to promote their 
« earthly intereſts : and, ſtrange to 
« tell, the Quixote, who ſhall dare 
e moleſt them, muſt, alſo, encoun- 
« ter the anger even of the rational! 


« Deprecate their wrath! Avoid 
tte their poiſoned ſhafts, or they will 


« infect thy peace; will blaſt thy 
8 budding honours. And wherefore 


e ſhould we incur this danger? T he 


« world will ever be the ſame. To 
ice cure” ignorance of error is impoſ- 

& fible. Silence is often not only 
ce prudence but wiſdom. Let us, 
** then, flently ſteal to our graves, 
a and thus ſhail we eſcape the breath 


45 of envy. What is the puppet-ſhew 


& of life ? He, who ſhould enjoy all 


22 


85 even thought could graſp, ſhould 
ce yet have but little. Having ac- 
ce quired this knowledge, the paſ- 


et * ſions of the ſoul are lulled to apa- 
thy. 


— 


et thy. 1 behold error, and I laugh : & 
ce do thou, my friend, laugh alſo. 
ce If that can comfort us, men will 
ce do our memory juſtice—when we 

« are dead ! Fame plants her laurels 
ce over the grave, and there they 


ec Wee hu beſt. 1 85 a 16 TIADG EIT - 
106 5 BARON rarer. 7 
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P. S. I have ben * 
te Profeſſor, the feelings of my heart, 
t in anſwer to your kind panegyric. 
« You will but do me juſtice, when 
cc you believe I think and act as I 
« write, With reſpect to my influ- 
d ence at court, tis juſt as inſigni- 
« ficant, at Berlin, as at Vienna, or 
« at Conſtantinople,” 


70 ) 
Among 40 various letters I have 
received, as it may anſwer a good 
purpoſe, I hope the reader will not 
think the inſertion' of the following 
improper. They may be read by 
ſome benevolent perſon, who may 
haye power to ſpeak in behalf of one 
who'is; evidently; not only diſtreſſed, 
but, a man | of very cx r ta 
lents. | 
In a letter from a an Gs cor- 
ſpondent, who deſired me to ſpeak 
for this perſon at Berlin, eight 
others were encloſed. They came 
from- the above perſon in diſtreſs, to 
this correſpondent; and I was re- 
queſted to let them appear in the 
Berlin Gazette. As theſe letters 
came from Sileſia anonymouſly to 
hand, and as I found it could an- 
ſwer no good purpoſe, I did not 
publiſh" them as required: but my 
corre- 


Ca © 1 
correſpondent cannot take it n 
that I ſhould ſelett three of them, 
and here preſent themſto the world, as 
it can do his friend no injury, while 
they deſcribe an unhappy victim of 
an extraordinary kind; and may, 
perhaps, obtain him ſome er 
ar relisfit {171 % go c 1H 

Should ſuch hope: be verified 4 1 
am perſonally acquainted with him 
who wiſhes to remain concealed, can 
ſend him aid; or introduce him to the 
knowledge of ſuch as might wiſh 
to interfere in his behalf. Should 
they not, the reader ſtill will find 
well written and affecting letters; 
ſuch as may inſpire compaſſion. My 
own ſituation permits me not to plead 
for another; nor affords me the 
means of relieving the unfoxtunate. 

The following is the firſt of thoſe 
* think proper to ſelect. | 


# 


LET- 


— 


Py 
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CLEELER Li 


 Neuland, Feb, 12, 1067. | 


©] T HOUGHT. I had fo ſatis-- 
64 factorily anſwered you by my laſt 
« that. you would have left me in 
6 peaceful poſſeſſion of my Adee 
ce but your numberleſs remarks, in- 
« treaties, and remonſtrances, ſuc- 
e ceed each other with ſuch rapidity 
4 that, though before inclined indo- 
| cc lently to fly, I am again induced 
cc to renew the conteſt. Cowardice, 
& ] believe, you are convinced, is 
ce not native in my heart: and, 
« ſhould I now too eaſily yield, you 
<« might ſuppoſe that age, and the 
cc miſeries I have ſuffered, had weak- 
« ened the powers of mind as well 
« as body; and that I ought to be 


cc claſſed among the unhappy mul- 
ce titudes, 


i 
« titudes, whoſe ſufferings | have 
ce ſunken them to deſpondency, 
Baron Trenck, that man of 
ec many woes, once fo deſpiſed, but 
« who now is held in admiration 


ee where he before was ſo much the 


ce object of hatred ; who now ſpeaks 
et loudly in his own defence there, 


ec where, formerly, the man, who had 
ce but whiſpered his name, would 
% have lived ſuſpeted; Baron 
4 Trenck you propoſe as an exam- 


ce ple of falvation for me. You are 
ce wrong, - Have you made any ra- 
« tional compariſon? Have you con- 


ſidered how diſſimilar have our paſt 
« lives been; how different, too, are 
our preſent circumſtances ? — Or, 


“ omitting theſe, have you conſidered 


* to whom you would haveme appeal? 


« In the year 1764 I became 


* acquainted, in Vienna, with this 


. “L ſufferer 


TE) 


4 ſufferer of fortitude, this agreea - 
ce ble companion. We are taught 
&« that a manly and noble aſpect be- 
« ſpeaks a correſpondent mind: 
« this I believe him to poſſeſs. But 
ce what expectations can I form ene 
cc. Baron Trenckk ? > * 

I will, however, briefly anſwer 
te the queſtions you have put; for 
< prolix I muſt not be, otherwiſe 1 
« ſhould write the hiſtory of my life. 
« Baron Trenck was, as I am inform 
« ed, a man born to inherit great 
« eſtates: this and the fire of his 
« youth, fanned by flattering hopes 
« from his famous, and then power- 


« ful, kinſman, rendered him too 
e haughty to his King; and this 
de alone was the origin of all his 
e future ſufferings. I, on the con- 


« trary, though the ſon of a Sileſian 
. 15 5 e 2 noble 
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c . 
ec 1 of property, did not 


ce inherit ſo much as the pay N 


9 bag 2 rode of their pro- 
ce perty by the hand of power, after 
« being accuſed by malice and 
ce wickedneſs, under the maſk of 
ec holy virtue. You know my fa- 


« ther's fate, the efteem in which 


cc he was held by the Empreſs Te- 


* reſa; and that a pretended miracle 
ec was the occaſion of his fall. Sud- 
ce denly was he plunged from that 


cc height, to which induſtry, talents, 
« and virtue, had raiſed him, to 


ce the very depth of poverty. At 


« length, on the commencement of 


e the ſeven years war, one of the 
King of Pruſſia's ſubjects repre- 


<« ſented him, to the Auſtrian court, 


as a dangerous correſpondent of 
« Marſhal Schwerin's. Then ſixty 


E11 on. 


Hl ATE 
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cc years of age, my unfortunate 


e father was ſeized at Jagerndorf, 


ce and impriſoned in the fortreſs of 
« Gratz, in Styria, He had an al- 
ce lowance juſt ſufficient to keep him 
cc alive in his dungeon; but, for the 
ce ſpace of ſeven years, never beheld 


« the_ſun riſe or ſet. I was a boy 


ce when this happened: the certain- 


ce ty of his innocence, however, 
te emboldened me to intercede in his 


& behalf, at the foot of the throne. 


J was not heard, I only received 
« ſome pecuniary relief from the 
« Empreſs, with permiſſion to ſhed 
« my blood in her defence. In this 
ce ſituation we firſt became acquaint- 55 
« ed, firſt vowed eternal friendſhip ; 
<c but from this was I ſoon ſnatched, 
« not by my own, but my fa- 
« ther's, enemies. What the Em- 


"op preſs my beſtowed her miniſters 
„ 


18 
U 
« tore from me. I was ſeized at 
ee midnight, and, without examina- 
« tion, was brought, in company 
ce with two other officers, to the 
cc before- mentioned fortreſs of Gratz. 
Here did I remain immured, in 
« the flower of youth, fix diſmal 
ce years, My true name was con- 
ce cealed, and another given me, I 
ce was treated like a malefactor, and 
_ « kept under ſeven locks. | 

ce Peace being reſtored, Trenck, 

ce I, and my father, were releaſed ; 
ec but the mode of our mutual re- 
e leaſe was very different, The firſt 
cs obtained his freedom at the in- 
cc terceſſion of Tereſa : ſhe too af- 
ec forded him a future proviſion. 
e We, on the "contrary, according 
cc to the amneſty, ſtipulated in the 
cc treaty of peace, were led from our 
60 dungeons as ſtate priſoners, a pub- 
— 3 e he 
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s lic ſpectacle, without the leaſt en- 


* quiry concerning the verity, or 


| < falſehood, of our ſuppoſed Crimes». 


c Extreme poverty, wretchednefs, 
« and miſery, were our reward, for 
the ſufferings we had 1 unjuſtly 


cc end ured. 


Not only was my health de- 
« ſtroyed, but my jaw- bone was 


loſt, eaten away by the ſcurvy. 
« ] laid before Frederic the Great 


« the proofs of the calamities I had 


e undergone, and the diſmal ſtate 


de to which I was reduced, by his 


«foe, and for his ſake; intreat- 
«ed bread to preſerve me and my 
< father from ſtarving : but his ear 


« was deaf to my prayer, his 
cc heart inſenſible to my ſighs. 


by Providence, however, raiſed me 

ce up a ſaviour: — Count Gellhorn 

ce Was the benevolent man, After 
* 8 
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ce the taking of Breſlaw, he had 
0 been alſo ſent a ſtate priſoner to 
ce Gratz, — During his impriſon- 


ce ment, he had heard the general re- 
9 port of my ſufferings, and my inno- 
« cence. No ſooner did he learn I was 
« releaſed than he generouſly be- 


« came my benefactor, my ſupporter, 


64 my friend, and once more reſtored 
© me to the converſe of men, to 
« which I had ſo long been dead. 

\of 4 defer the continuation of my 


.' o$ narrative to the next poſt. The 
b remembrance of ran woes en 8 


8 oats: 
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4 ee I am eternally.“ 
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« AFTER an interval of filence, 
c to calm my agitated heart, remem- 
ee bering my promiſe, I muſt ue 

* nue my ſtory, 
My perſonal ſufferings Have 
« not, certainly, as I think, been leſs 
© than thoſe of Trenck. His, how- 
«ever, I am acquainted with only 
t from the inaccurate relations I 
ce have heard; my own I have felt. 
c Them how ſhould I forget? A 
, colonel in the Pruſſian ſervice, 
- « whoſe name was Hallaſch, was four 
cc years my companion; he was 
« inſane, and believed himſelf the 
« Chriſt that was to appear at the 
ce mille- 


„ 
1 millenium: he perſecuted me with 
his reveries, which I was oblig- 

cc ed to liſten to, and approve, or 

<« fuffer violence from one TO” 
ee than myſelf. | 

The ſociety of men or books, 

oy, every thing that could conſole or 

© amuſe, were forbidden me; and I 

e conſider it as wonderful that 1 

« did not, myſelf, grow mad, in the 

c company of this madman. Four 

« hard winters did I exiſt without 

« feeling the feeble emanation of a 

e winter's ſun, much leſs the warmth 

te of fire. The very madman felt 

© more pity than my keeper, and 
te lent me his cloak to cover my 

s body, though the other inhumanly 

tc denied me a truſs. of ſtraw, not- 

« withſtanding I had loſt the uſe of 

« my hands and feet. The place 

2 where we were was called a cham- 

E 5 "IM ber 


1 — 


$$ Wy .:: 

* her, it rather reſembled the tem- 
ce ple of Cloacina. The noxious 
« damps and vapours at length fo 
c poiſoned my blood that, together 
« with ill treatment from an unſkil- 
"A ſurgeon, who daily tortured 
e me, during nine months, with in- 
« ſult, as a Pruſſian traitor, and 
te ſtate criminal, I loſt the greateſt | 
e part of a jaw. We, too, were 
e nightly diſturbed by the calling of 
tc centinels, and were frequently ter- 
* rified by the grating of locks and 
« bolts, and the entrance of guards. 
* Schottendorf was our governor | 
& and tyrant; a man who repaid the 
ce « friendſhip he found, in the manſion 
« of my fathers, with cruelty. He 
« was ripe for the ſickle, and Time 
« cut him off. — Tormentini and 
« Galer were his ſucceſſors in office, 
tc. but not in inſolence and inhuma- 
5 * nity: 
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"(66832 *) 
<:nity : by them, we were, indeed, 
e carefully watched, but we alſo 
ce were treated with commiſeration. 
er We enjoyed air without a bribe, 
cc and the comfort of ſweet water. — 
« Their precautions warded off jail 
ce diſtempers likewiſe, and rendered 
cc impriſonment leſs wretched. Ever 
ce ſhall J hold their memory ſacred. 
cc Yet, benevolent as they were, their 
0 goodneſs was even exceeded by that 
© of Rottenſteiner, the head jallor. 
« Without education, without other 
| ce principles than thoſe an excel- 
« lent underſtanding taught, he con- 
c ſidered his unfortunate priſoners 
« 2z his children; and, inſtead of 
«enriching himſelf, by plunder- 
ce. ing the poor and oppreſſed, he 
0 was, himſelf, their benefactor. — 
© Of this Thad continual experience, 
during two years after the releaſe 
| ne! 5 E 6 HT es «of 
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cc of Hallaſch. — He deſerved 
ce better ſtation; a ſtation as noble 
c as his own thoughts. 
« Here, my friend, I but eurſo- 
e rily deſcribe miſery, at which the 
«© monarch ſhall ſhudder, if the blood 
c of a tyrant flow not in his veins. 
« Tereſa could not wiſh theſe 
e things; yet they were. But ſhe was 
© human, ſhe was fallible, and not 
c omniſcient. 
From the above narrative b Jon 
« will perceive how oppoſite the 
effects muſt be, which the hiſtories 
of Baron Trenck and of myſelf 
e muſt. produce. 
« Trenck left his dungeon, ſhield- | 
ed from want and contempt: the 
day of freedom was the day of 
. « xriumph. 1, on the contrary, was 


.  * expoſed to every poſſible calamity. 


«T be ſpirit of Trenck, bowed as it 
| C F : " had 
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ce had been, by affliction, again 
ee raiſed itſelf, I have watched and 
<« }aboured many a ſucceeding night 
< that I might neither beg nor periſh 
« the following day: working for 

* judges who neither knew law, nor 
c had ſufficient powers of mind to 
0 behold the native beauty of juſtice: 
C rectify ing or ſettling accounts that, 
te jtem after item, did but prove the 
L lord, they were intended for, was 

s an imbecile dupe. 

* Trenck remembers his calami- 
L ties, but the remembrance i is ad- 
te yantageous to himſelf and his fa- 
© mily ; while, with me, the paſt did 
but increaſe, did but agonize, 
C the preſent, and the future. He 
was not, like me, obliged to 


40 crouch in preſence of thoſe vulgar, 7 


*« thoſe mean, thoſe incapable minds, 
« that oy but confi der the bent back 
. . 
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r ag the footſtool of pride. Every 
© man is too buſy in the gratification 
cc of ſelf, to to buſy himſelf in behalf 
© of others: pity me, therefore, but 

c adviſe me not to hope aſſiſtance, 
"by petitioning princes at ſecond 
hand. I know your good wiſhes, 
4 and, for theſe, J have nothing to 
* return but barren an 


2415 ec I am, &c. 
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et * E 8. Ido not, cannot, doubt | 
« your friendſhip, your zeal, to ſerve 
te me, but you have been often for- 
© tunate in the accompliſhment of 
ec your hopes; I, never. 

The proſpect of gain makes the 
ec uſurer adyenturous; but, by digging 


« under 
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| ee under the foundation, to conceal 
te or to recover his treaſure, he may 
c chance to overthrow his houſe, 
ce and bury himſelf under its ruins. 
© The voice of ſuffering virtue is, 
ce alas! unable to be heard, amid 
< the agitated waves of a court: ſhe 
„ utters a feeble cry, finks, and is 
* no more ſeen, I fear the perſecu- 
te tion of the clergy — Monarchs 

- themſelves bow . their 
ec power! 
« Beſide, i is Trenck in hae Par 
ce tion that Joſtifies his interference 
6e in behalf of a ſtranger ? Certain 
c © not. Oh, no!— We have been 
ce te dreaming; you to begin, and 1 
t to continue, a correſpondenee of 
& ſuch a ſubject. Were he, like - 
te you, my intimate, my old friend, - 
e perhaps his great experience of 
cc the world might lead him to ima- | 

. . cc gine 
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e vine ſome mode of procuring : 2 
« ſupply, ſufficient fully to ſatisfy my 


ce very few wants, for few, indeed, 


es they are. Unlefs he aſk it, con- 
s ceal my name. His filence will 
© evince his real incapability to do 


© me ſervice; his good will cannot 


tc be doubted. 
Every caution is neceſſary ; j for, 


cc ere I driven from this poor re- 
« fuge of wretchedneſs, I might fall 
into the power of one who may 
« be a tyrant, who might again rob 


tc me of light and air, and, adding 
cc torture to calamity, branding me 
« as a traitor, might delight to 
« inflict pangs inceſſant, and render 


« death tedious. 


«c Farewel. 


The 
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The reaſons why I publiſhed the 
foregoing letters are already ſtated, 
and will, I make no doubt, appear 
ſatisfactory to the reader. Once 
more to affairs that more immedi- 
ately concern myſelf, 2 n . 


The following 1 yeſterday re- 
ceived from Poland, from a cor- 
reſpondent, who is likewiſe to me 
| unknown, 1 
10 Reſchow, i in Gallicia, 5 
8 e W re 
81; | 
„ EVERY feeling 8 "ri on | 
te ſon, who had the honour of being 
ee acquainted with you, during your 
te abode in Auſtria, receives the 
« pureſt ſatisfaction, from the juſtice 
c * af I done you, and the high 
1 honours 


(90) 

| 1. Abend by which you are diltin⸗ 
cc gviſhed, at the court of Berlin, 
ee and of which we are informed by 
te the public papers. Yes, fir, it 
cr js a ſweet ſubje& of conſolation, 
« for ſuffering humanity, to behold 
* that you, now, find favour and juſ- 
e rice from a power where the moſt 
s unbridled barbarity, formerly, gave 
” birth, to the bittereſt ſufferings, and 
« the moſt inconceivable cruelty. 


<« Every compaſſionate perſon, in this 


te our diſtrict of bears, has read, has 


& y wept « over, theſe ſufferings, lo truly 


ec depicted i in the hiſtory of your life. : 


Thrice have the pages been bedew- 


. ed by my tears. My preſent hope is 
& to ſee a continuation of your hiſto- 


« ry, written on the now benevolent 
© banks of the Spree. Alas! ſure, 
ie like the firſt navigator of Horace, 
he muſt in oak and "triple ſteel 
| $© de 
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* be armed, who ſhould not feel pity. 
ce in behalf of an honeſt mam an 
s enlightened author, a brave ſol- 
dier, and a good citizen: 
Let me intreat your acceptance 
« of this teſtimony of the heart, from 
%a man who, though unknown to 
you, is, with the moſt worthy 
« and beſt-informed men of Poland, 
e your ſincere admirer. It is a re- 
* ſpectful tribute, paid ro uncom- | 
a mon merit. 1 2 x hs e | 


TE 


Bent $84 res, be, _ | 
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This letter contains ſome verſes, which 
are only a repetition of ſimilar ſentiments with 
itſelf, or of facts told! in the life of the Baron, 
Some of them were addreſſed to the Princeſs 
Czatoryſka, who, having read the Baron's 


Hiſtory, had 1 —_— 1 the 
W it n | 1. „ 
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This letter I here publiſh, that 
1 may have an opportunity of thank- 
ing the perſon who has paid me ſuch 
high compliments, and who has con- 
cealed his name that I might not 
have the difficulty of anſwering ſo. 
flattering an epiſtle. 1 15 | 

I feel the happineſs of being held 
in eſtimation, by the noble-minded; 
and, if the Princeſs Czatoryſka can 
credit this her correſpondent, and 
my writings, ſhe will read how great 
are theſe my ſenſations of 3 Joy, at 
having the happineſs to attain ſo 1 TY 
valuable an honour. 

I might fill a volume with like 
letters, but they appertain to another 
collection. 

I met, at Berlin, many old friends 
of both ſexes: among others, an 
aged invalid came to ſee me, who 
was at Glatz, in 1746, when J cut 


r 
my way through the guard. He was 
one of the centinels before my door, 
and whom J had thrown . e he f 
tai. PS 

Another invalid; who had allited 
me, when impriſoned at Magdeburg, 
in ridding myſelf of my bags oe _ 
came alſo to viſit me. 

The hour of quitting Berlin, 

and continuing my journey into 
Pruſſia, toward Königſberg, my 
native country, approached. On 
the eve of my departure, I had, once 
again, the happineſs of converſing, 
more than two hours, with her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Amelia, ſiſter 
of Frederick the Great *. Poſſeſſed 
of native greatneſs of mind, and 
deep penetration, ſhe ſolely had the 

honour of gaining the entire confi- 
8 dence and friendſhip of Frederick. 


* This princeſs i is ſuppoſed to be the * 
to often alluded to in the firſt volume. T. 


She, 


(. 94 )) 

She, as far as ſhe was able, protected 
me in my hour of extreme adverſity; 
heaped benefits upon me, and, more 
than any other perſon in the world, 
contributed to gain my deliverance. 
Not as a foreign officer did ſhe re- 
ceive me, during my ſtay in Berlin, 
but as a friend, as an aged patriot; 
laid her commands upon me to write 
immediately to my wife, and requeſt 
ſhe: would come to Berlin, in the 
month of June, with. her two eldeſt 
daughters. Her promiſe I received 
that the happineſs of the latter ſhould 
be her care; nay, that ſhe would 
certainly remember mw wife · in her 
will. : 

At this moment, when about to 
depart, | ſhe affectionately aſked me 
if I had money ſufficient for the ex- 
pences of my journey: Yes, ma- 
s dam, was my reply ; © for myſelf 

: e I want 


„ 1 
ce ] want nothing, nothing aſk ;. but. | = 
© may you remember my children . e | | 

The ſenſibility, the deep feeling | i 
with which 1, pronounced theſs I 
words, moved the princeſs; ſhe 
ſhewed me how perfectly ſhe com- 


prehended my meaning, took me by 
the hand, and ſaid, “ Return, my 


« friend, quickly; 1 ſhall be. moſt 

© happy to ſee you.” _ 

I haſtily left the room; 3 ** of 

indeciſion came over me. I was in- 

clined to remain ſome days longer 

at Berlin, Had I done ſo, my pre- 

ſence would moſt indubitably have 

been of great advantage to my chil- 
dren. Alas! ever under the guidance 

of my evil genius, 1 began my jour- 

ney. The clear proſpect of futurity 

was inſtantly overclouded; the prin- 
cipal purpoſe for which I came to 

Berlin damned, for, five days after 


W 
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my departure, the princeſs Amelia 
died! IT | 

Is not this a new proof that my 
implacable deſtiny will never quit 
purſuing me, even to the grave? 
He, who reads my hiſtory attentive- 
1y, will ſee that a thouſand times 
have I beheld the ſhores of happineſs, 
and that, the very moment I ima- 
gined I was about to caſt anchor in 
the haven of tranquillity, again has 
an unforeſeen hurricane driven me 
into the very midſt of the wild and 
angry ocean,— Yes, yes, — ſo 1 It has 
been, ſo it ſhall be. | 

In vain would the benevolent 
friends of man offer petitions to 
Heaven that my latter days might 
be ſpent in peace. Their prayers 
riſe not; they reach not the ſeat of 
mercy! Never has Heaven inſpired 
che hearts of princes to act effectu- 

ally 
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ally in my favour. Even when my 
friends have ſeriouſly intended to 
aſſiſt me, or in their wills to be- 
queath me generous legacies, either 
they have been perſuaded to the 
contrary, by my enemies, or pre- 
vented, by death, from fulfilling their 
good intentions. Many facts of this 
kind might I cite, particularly ſome 
that have been occaſioned by n. 
confeſſors. inen, 
This laſt unfortunate accident 

betel me through my own fault; 1 
ought better to have employed the 
favourable moment. The more eri- 
tical it was the more ardent fhould 
I have been not to have let it eſcape. 

But I imagined myſelf too certain, 
I was too timid, had too much ſenſi- 
bility, or rather, indeed, too much 
pride to let intereſted views be eren f 
at ſuch a moment. 8 
R T*.- wen, 


{ MM 2» 
ee Well, well — who can recall 
ce the paſt ?—lt, is the will of Provi- 
e dence, thus to e your 10 
ine 
Such are the apophthegms in which 
the credulous find conſolation : for 
my own part, I am of the ſe& of the 
Sceptics. I am convinced that, by 
ill-timed delicacy, I have neglected 
many opportunities of making my 
fortune. Neither ſhall Satan be ac- 
cuſed of interfering, for he has had 
709 many proofs it is not ing his 
power to make me deſpair ; there- 
fore, ſo ſhall he not entrap my ſoul, 
which is but rather inſpired, by diſ- 
appointment, with new fortitude, to 
encounter new misfortune. If it be 
the will of Heaven, that I am not to 
enjoy happineſs here, on earth, but 
that my Chriſtian ſpirit muſt content 
ſelf with court compliments, repu- 
| tation 
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tation acquired, and the world's 
compaſſion, without expecting any 
thing from the magnanimity of the 
beſt of ſovereigns ; then will I live, 
fatisfied, in my confined circle, and 
comfort myſelf with the reflection 
that I have deſerved better. 
Ik wealth be neceſſary to beppincelhs 
ſo indeed muſt my happineſs be 
ſmall. It is now winter with me, 
and never more can it be ſpring. I 
will no more be the dupe of vague 
and ſilly hopes. Plans of aggran- 
dizement I am too old to form; too 
proud am I for the precincts of a 
court, too obſtinate and headſtrong. 
Peace be to thy aſhes, noble prin- 
ceſs! Thy will was good, and be that 
ſufficient. I ſhall not want materials 
to write a commentary on the hiſ- 
tory of Frederic, when, in company 
with thee; 1 ſhall wander on the 
| F2 banks 
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banks of Styx; there, the events that 
have happened on this poor earth 
may be written, without ſcruple or 
danger. Till when, it is moſt pro- 
bable, I ſhall give repoſe to my pen, 
unleſs ſome extraordinary incidents 
ſhould once more reanimate my ſelf- 
love, and, by the publication of new 
truths, I ſhould be induced to expoſe 
myſelf to new perſecutions; from 
which, however, may the good God 
preſerve me! He can have no plea- 
ſure in ſeeing his creatures unhappy. 
He yet may inſpire the hearts of 


kings, to think of what I have been 


deprived, and of what is my due. 

So proceed we with our ſtory. 
- On the 22d of March I departed 
from Berlin, and purſued my journey 
to Konigſberg, but remained two 
days at the court of the Margrave 
of Brandenburgh Schwedt, where J 
: | Was 
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was received with kindneſs and 
eſteem. The Margrave had beſtowed 
favours on me, during my Impriſon- 
ment at Magdeburg. | 
I departed thence through Soldin 
to Schildberg, there to viſit my re- 
lation Sidau, who had married the 
daughter of my ſiſter, which daugh- 
ter my ſiſter had by her firſt huſband, 
Waldow, of whom I have ſo often 
ſpoken in my firſt volume. I found 
my kinſman a worthy and honourable 
man, and one who made the daugh- 
ter of an unfortunate ſiſter happy. 
I was received at his houſe with open 
arms; and, for the firſt time during 
an interval of two and forty years, 
beheld one of my own relations. 
On my journey thither, I had the 
h pleaſure to meet with 
Lieutenant-general Kowalſky. This 
good gentleman was a lieutenant in 
S 1 3 . 1 
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the garriſon of Glatz, in the year 
1746, and was an ocular witneſs 
when I leaped from the wall of the 
rampart. - He had read my hiſtory, 
with ſome of the principal facts of 
. which. he was previouſly acquainted. 
Should any one, therefore, doubt 
concerning thoſe incidents which! 
bave related, of my eſcape from 
Glatz, and which, becauſe of the 
difficulties attending their execution, 
have been, by ſome, incapable them- 
ſelves of a like enterprize, ſuppoſed 
incredible, I may refer them to him, 
Whoſe teſtimony cannot be ſuſpe&ed. 
From Schildberg I proceeded to 
Landfberg, on the Warta. Here I 
found my brother-in-law, Colonel 
Pape, commander of the Gotz dra- 
goons, and the ſecond huſband of 

my deceaſed ſiſter ; and here paſſed 
a IPO and a Joyous Vw.” Every 
body 


„„ 
body congratulated me on my glo- 
8 return into my country, and 


offered up their ardent Prayers for 
my future felicity. „e een 
T found ee in almoſt every 


garriſon, and was almoſt every 


where detained. Never did man 
receive more honourable marks of 


eſteem throughout a kingdom. The 
general knowledge of my unmerited 


calamities procured me this ſweet 


conſolation; and 1 were inſenſible 
indeed, and ungrateful, did my heart 
remain unmoved on occaſions like 
theſe. en errno 4 
Les, this is my „ delectable re- 
ward; a reward not conferred by 


princes; a reward to which virtue 


only can aſpire; and which has been: 


beſtowed upon me with profuſion . 
a reward which the hatred of the 


* Frederic i retard, but 
F 4 could 
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could not prevent; Nature had given 
me too robuſt a body: a reward ſo 
great, ſo delightful, ſo dear to re- 
membrance, that, when put as a 
counterpoiſe to the afflictions I have 
ſuffered for the ſpace of two and 
forty years, I hold it more than 
equivalent, and feel it overbalances 
them all! My heart glories in its 
paſt groans, all my wounds are 
healed, and, though the ſcars re- 
main, they remain but the honour- 
able proofs of victory. bran” f 
Naiſed by misfortune, I live my 
country's monument, where many 
inſtructive, many exemplary leſſons 
may be read. Remember me, O my 
friends, in the hour of ſorrow; relate 
my ſtory to your children; publiſh 
aloud that my bones have deſerved 
to be laid in the ſepulchre of my 
forefachers;and, . Lam not per- 
10 * 1 | mitted 
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mitted to reſt my white locks on the 
pillow of repoſe in my own country, 


though it be my deſtiny to die in the 
land to which envy, impoſture, imbe- 


_ cility, and a thirſt of ill-gotten gain 


have baniſhed me, till let my me- 


IN 
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. 
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mory live among you; ſtill let me 
hope my name ſhall be held in ve- 


neration! To you I leave my chil- 


dren; in them may you behold their 
father's probity revive; them may 
you diſtinguiſh from the children of 


thoſe who have ſuffered nothing for, 
loft nothing in, their country. 


In Auſtria I never can expect a 
like reception; I am there miſtaken, 
and I feel little inelination to labour 
at removing miſtakes ſo rooted. 


Yet, even there, as in Pruſſia, am I. 


by the general voice, approved. Yes, 
I am admired, but not known; pi- 
1 dnn ſupported; honoured, 
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but not rewarded. The powerful 
are wilfully blind. Vet blind may 
they remain, I will not grieve. 
« Who,” faith Gellert, «js the great 
© mah by whom thou art honoured ? 
Say, doth' he truly know to eſti- 
« mate merit? Imagine him de- 
t prived of titles, his riches loſtz | 
« his badges of honour gone, and 
perhaps thou wouldſt then con- 
< temn his applauſe, for thou wouldſt 
e deſpiſe his perſons”. 
When at Berlin, I 3 an 
error I. had committed in the firſt 
volume of my. Life. At the time I 
wrote, having been wrong informed, 
I believed that the poſtmaſter-gene- 
ral of Berlin, M. Derſchau, was my 
mother's brother, and the ſame per- 
ſon who, in. 17425 was, firſt, grand 
counſellor at Glogau, and, after- 
ward, preſident in Eaſt Frieſeland. 
1 F 1 


„„ 
I was deceived : the Derſchau, who 
is my mother's brother, is till living, 
and preſident at Aurich in Eaſt 
Frieſeland. The poſtmaſter was the 
ſon of the old Derſchau who died a 
general, and wlio was only diſtantly - 
related to my mother. Neither is 
the younger Derſchau, who is the 
colonel of a regiment at Burg, the 
brother of my mother, but only her 
firſt- couſin; one of their ſiſters mar- 
ried Lieutenant · colonel Oſtau, whoſe - 
ſon, the Preſident Oſtau, now lives 
on his own 1 at ae in 
SS . thr is K bo 
I mention this at 8 Goo the F 
wiſh of a perſon, who, becauſe 
I had committed this trifling error, 
which was cauſed: by my having : 
been abſent, from my;country above 
five and forty years, thence took oc- 5 
caſion. to perſuade the grid my 
„ "IS © mo 
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hiſtory was all falſe: having cor- 
rected the miſtake, I may add, 1 do 
not ſuppoſe any Derſchau has reaſon 
to be aſhamed of being allied to tbe 
family of Trenck, which, for three 
hundred years paſt, has intermarried 
with the moſt ancient families in 
Pruſſia, and which, in the hiſtory of 
the country, has given inconteſtable 
proofs of real nobility of heart. 

Twas; Rkewiſe, deceived in having 
fuſpected a lieutenant, whoſe name 
is Mollinie, 1 in the narrative I gave 
of my flight from Glatz, of having 
acted as a ſpy upon me at Braunau, 
and of having ſent information to 
General Fouquet. 1am ſorry. This 
honeſt man is ſtill alive, a captain 
m' Brandenburg, He was affected 
at my ſuſpicion, fully Juſtified him- 
ſelf, and here I publicly apologize. 
| He chen Was, and — is become, 
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my friend. The perſon: who really 
gave information, to General Fou- 
quet, was Captain Nimſchofsky, my 
own couſin, who came to viſit me 
at Braunau, and, under the maſk of 
friendſhip, concealed! the traitor. 
letter from one Lieutenant Brodow-+ 
ey. This extraordinary gentleman 
is offended at finding his mother 

name in my narrative, and; Fara 


I would retract my words. Alas! 


how can I retract the truth: and 
truth too which cannot be offenſive 
to any perſon? Menaces never yet 
en induce me to commit ſucks an 

My readers 1 will prin 7 
thi virtue of Madam Brodowſky, at 
Elbing, is not impeached. Although 
1 have ſaid I had the fortune to be 
beloved by her, I have no where 


. | in- 


Cas) 
intimated that I aſked, or that ſhe 


be improper favours. 

- Certainly I had no intention to 
injure my preceptor Brodowſky, who 
had lived in my father's houſe, and 
who afterward journeyed to my 
mother, purpoſely to procure me 
ſpeedy ſuccour. I never meant to 
gtd rue. his honour living, nor his 

memory dead. Ni i ihne zi 
The parents having been my 
friends, I certainly wiſh I could 


; oblige the ſon; but I never can 


write that facts, inſerted in the hiſto- 
ry of my life, which have happened 
to myſelf, are falſe or imaginary. 
A man of underſtanding will not be 
angry ſhould another ſay to him, 
« Yoyr mother once loved me.” M. 
Brodowſky, the father, never was 
jealous; and it is ſtrange, indeed, 
that his ſon ſhould be. I here de- 

| 1 5 clare 


__ reminded me of the affair. It was 
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clare that, with reſpect to — 
Madam Brodowſky was certainly 


chaſte; but I alſo here declare 1 


have a right to aſſume ſome merit 
to myſelf. This I think a ſufficient 
anſwer to the lerer Lak: the! leurs 
nant, 1.59 


By Ne Jefire of a pur 


of diſtinction I ſhall inſert an inci- 


dent, in this place, which I omitted 


in the ſecond volume, leſt I ſhould 


have fatigued my readers by a too 
eircumſtantial recital of my various 
attempts to eſcape from | priſon. 
This honourable perſon was himſelf 
an eye witneſs of the incident I am 
about to relate, at Magdeburg, an 


my laſt attempt but one at flight. 


The circumſtances were theſe: 


rid of more ſand, after having once 


As I found myſelf unable to get 


; * 
3 * , àAgaln 
— 
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again cut through. the planking, 
and mined: the foundation, I made 
a hole toward the'foſle, or ditch, in 
which three centinels were ſtationed. 
This I executed one ſtormy night, 
it being eaſy, from the lightneſs. of 
the ſand, to perform the Ay in two 
hours. „ % tte: eres in ap 
No an e wehe e 
3 ſilently drew back the ſand 
within the hole, and threw one f 
my ſlippers beſide the paliſadoes, 
that it might be ſuppoſed I had loſt 
it when climbing over them. Theſe 
paliſadoes, twelve feet in height, 
mere ſituated in the front of the 
principal foſſẽ, and my centinels 
ſtood within. There was no centry- 
box at the ow where 1 * broken 
through. : 
This hin 1 eetiarions' into my 
bre made another hole under the 
* 


| ( ug ) 
planking, where I could hide myſelf, 
and ſtopped up the paſſage behind 
me, ſo that it was not Probable [- 
could be ſeen or found. —__ 
When day-light came, the cen- 
tinel ſaw the hole, gave the alarm, 
the officer ran terrified, the ſlipper 
was found, and it was concluded 
that Trenck had fortunately eſ- 
caped over the paliſadoes, and was 
no longer in priſon. 
Immediately the e 5 
came from Magdeburg, the alarm 
guns were fired, the horſe ſcoured 
the- country, and the fortification 
and ſubterranean paſſages were all 
viſited ; no tidings came; no diſ- 
eovery was made, and, the concluſion 
was, I had certainly eſcaped. That 
1 ſhould: fly without the knowledge 
of the ceotinels was deemed im- 
pra the * and alb the 
| guards 


\ 
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guard, were put under arreſt, and 
every body was ſtruck Fp e t 
| ſurpriſe. 

J, in the mean time, ſate quiet in 
my hole, where J heard their ſearches, 
and ſuppol: tions that I certainly 
was gone. My heart bounded with 
joy, and I held eſcape to be indu- 
bitable. They moſt undoubtedly 
would not have placed centinels 


over the priſon the following night, 


and 'I then really ſhould have left 
my place of concealment, and, moſt 
probably, have ſafely arrived in 
Saxony. My cruel deſtiny, how- 
ever, robbed me of all hope at the 

very moment when I ſuppoſed - 

the mpg of my difficulties con- 
. 
Exery thing! bnd to > . 
1 could wiſn. The whole garriſon 
Het and viſited the caſemates, 
| and 
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and all ſtood aſtoniſhed at the mira- 
cle they beheld. In this ſtate things 


remained till four o'clock. in the 
afternoon. At length an enſign 


of the militia came, a boy- of about 
fifteen. or ſixteen years of age, a 


very chicken in appearance, but 
who had more wit than any or all 


of them. He approached the hole, 


examined the aperture next the foſſẽ, 


thought it appeared. very ſmall, 
endeavoured | to enter it, himſelf, | 


found he could not, therefore. con- 


cluded it was impoſſible a man .of 


my. "ſize could have paſſed through, 
and, accordingly, called for. a light. X 


This was an accident I had not. 


foreſeen. - ; Half ſtifled in my hole, 
1 had opened the canal under = 
planking. No ſooner had the youth 
procured a light, than he perceived 
my. white Aires examined nearxer, 
52913 | PID +0 
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felt about, and laid hold of x me e by 
the arm. 

"IThe- fox was OY bag”! es 
laugh was univerſal. My chagrin 
and confuſion may eaſily be ima- 
gined. They all came round me, 
paid me their compliments, and, 
finding nothing better was to be 
done, I laughed in company with 
them, and, thus laughing, was led 
back, with an aching, a diſtracted 
heart, to be ſorroufolly enchained | 
in my dungeon. rat 

The contrivance was highly ap- 
plauded by all thoſe who wiſhed I 
might effect my eſcape, among 
whom was the” honourable 7 - 
who defired 1 would here 8 
his anecdote. 19 
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r continued W Journey, ab> 


arrived, 
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arrived, on the fourth of April, at 
Konigſberg, where my brother im» 
a patiently expected my arrival. We 
embraced as brothers muſt, | after 
an abſence of two and forty years. 


Of all my brothers and ſiſters I had 
| left in this city, he only remained, 


He lived a retired and peaceable 
life on his own eſtates, fulfilling all 


the duties of a man, He had no 
; children hving. 11 continued * 
5 fortnight i in company with him, and 
his worthy wife, at Königſberg, with 
infinite ſatisfaction of heart, and after- 
ward went with him, to his country | 
ſeat, where I ſtayed fix weeks. 
_ Happy days! Numbered among 
the moſt happy of my life! In the 
midſt of relations, nephews, ne- 
phews' children, couſins and kinſ- 
men of all degrees, who came to 
compliment me on my return to 


— reviſit 
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reviſit the place of my nativity, 1 : 
imagined myſelf the father of the 
family: I enjoyed that ' happineſs 

which a fire enjoys, whoſe" name is 
one of the moſt reſpectable of the 
land, and who is related, by ties of 
blood, to moſt of the neighbouring 
families. Man, at a certain time 
ol life, is no where io happy as at 
home, eſpecially if, like me, he has 
wandered into foreign lands, feen 
their manners and cuſtoms, and 
been received by their inhabitants : 
with cordiality and friendſhip. 

Here I, for the firſt time, learnt 
what had happened to my relations, 
during my abſence. The wrath of 
the great Frederic extended itſelf 
to all my family, My ſecond 
brother was an enſign in the regi- 
ment of cuiraſſiers at Kiow, in the 


mou 2746; when I firſt incurred 
| | : | diſ- 
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n from the King. Six years 
he ſerved, fought at three battles, - 
but, becauſe his name was Trenck, 
never was promoted. Weary of 
expectation, he at length quitted 
the army, married, and lived on 
his eſtate at Meicken, where he died, 
about three years ago, and, left two 
ſons, who are an honour to the fa- 
mily of the Trencks. 
Common fame ſpoke him a — 
| ſon capable of rendering the ſtate 
eſſential ſervice, as a military man, 
the profeſſion 'he had choſen'; but 
. he was my brother, and the King 
would never e his name to be 
mentioned. F 
My youngeſt becher i 
himſelf to the ſciences; it was pro- 
poſed that he ſhould receive ſome 
civil employment, as an inelliggnt 


( 150 ). „ 
and well ere man: : but the 


King anſwered, in the gar of the 
petition, | 


er No Trend 18 good for any thing” 


Thus has all my family ſuffered, 
| becauſe of my unjuſt condemnation. 
My laſt- mentioned brother choſe 
the life of a private man, and lived 
at his eaſe, in eſtimation and inde- 
pendence, among the firſt people 
of the kingdom. k 
The hatred of the monarch ex- 
tended itſelf to my ſiſter, who had 
married the ſon of General Waldow, 
and lived in widowhood from the 
year 1749, to her ſecond marriage. 
The misfortunes of this excellent 
woman, in conſequence of the 
treachery of Weingarten, and the 
aid ſhe ſent to me in my priſon at 
Magdeburg, I have before related. 
5 „She 


ein 
Fhe was poſſeſſed of the fine eſtate 
of Hammer, near Landſberg on the 
Warta. The Ruſſian army changed 
the whole face of the country, and 
laid it deſert. She fled, with what 
effects ſhe could, to Cuſtrin, where 
every thing likewiſe was burnt and 
deſtroyed during the ſiege. The 
Pruſſian army icſelf demoliſhed the: 
fine foreſts. "2 
After the war, the King aſſiſted: 5 
all the ruined families of Branden- 
burg; ſhe alone obtained nothing, 
becauſe ſne was my ſiſter. She 
petitioned the King, who replied 
ſhe muſt ſeek for Nase mw HEE « 
dear brother.. 
She died, in the flower of her ape, 55 
a ſhort time after ſne had married 
her ſecond huſband, the preſent 
Colonel Pape: her ſon, alſo, aed laſt | 
tans ok i G fs; 
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year. He was captain in the regi- 
ment of the Gotz dragoons. 

Thus were all my brothers and 
ſiſters puniſned becauſe they were 
mine. Who is he that ſhall afford 
retribution for ſo many tragical 
events? Could it ever be believed 
that the great Frederic, like the 
great Zabaoth, would revenge him- 
ſelf on the children, and the child- 
ren's children? Was it not ſuffi- 
cient that he ſhould wreak his wrath 
on my head alone? Why has the 

name of Trenck been hateful to 
on to the very hour of his death ? 
This muſt ever remain an incom- 
prehenlible enigma. 

I never would baſely kiſs the foot 
that ſpurned me. When innocent, 
1 ſought to avoid being ſpurned, and 
know myſelf guilty of no other crime. 

One Derſchau, captain of horſe, 
7 and 
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and uterine brother of my mother, 
ſecretly. addrefſed himſelf to che 
King, in 1753, alleged he was my 
neareſt relation, and feudal heir, 
and petitioned that he would beſtow 
on him my confiſcated eſtate of 
Great Scharlack. | 
The King demanded that the 
neceſſary proofs | ſhould be ſent 
from the chamber at Königſberg. 
He was informed that I had two 
brothers living, that Great Scharlack 
was an ancient family inheritance, 
and that it appertained to my bro- 
thers, and not to Derſchau. 

My brothers then announced 
themſelves as the immediate ſuc- 
ceſſors to this fief, and the King 
beſtowed on them the eſtate of Great 
Scharlack, conformable to the feudal 
laws. That it might be properly 
divided, it” was put up to auction, 
8 and 
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and bought by the youngeſt of my 
brothers, who paid the ſurplus to 
the other, and to my ſiſter. He, 
likewiſe, paid debts, charged upon 
it according to the expreſs orders 
of the court. The perſons, who 
called themſelves my creditors, were 
impoſtors, for 1 had no creditors; 
I was but nineteen when my eſtates 
were confiſcated, conſequently was 
not of age. By what right, there- 
fore, could ſuch debts be demanded, 
or paid? Let them explain this 
who can. Any man might ſay 
whatever he- pleaſed, for I was not 
preſent. to contradict. | 

The ſame thing happened, HIM 
an account was given in to the 
Fiſcus of the guardianſhip, although 
I acknowledge my guardians were 
men of probity. One of them, how- 
ever, was eight years in poſſeſſion, . 
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and, when he gave it up to my bro- 
thers, he did not account with chem 
for a ſingle ſhilling. _ | 
At preſent, therefore, the affair 
ſtands thus: Frederic William has 
taken off the ſentence of confiſcation, 
and ordered me to be put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of my eſtates, by a gracious. 
reſcript : empowered by this, I come 
and demand reſtitution ; my brother 
anſwers, * I have bought and paid 
« for the eſtate, am the legal poſ- 
« ſeſſor, have improved it ſo much 
ce that Great Scharlack, at preſent, : 
te jg worth three or four times the 
« ſum it was at the time of con- 
_ « fiſcation. Let the Fiſcus pay me 
« jts actual value, and then let them 
« beſtow it on whom they pleaſe. 
„If the reigning king gives what 
« his predeceſſor ſold to me; I ought 
ha not thereby to be aloſer,” —= 
8 3 This 
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This is a problem which the 
people of Berlin muſt reſolve. « My 
brother has no children, and, with- 
out going to law, will bequeath 
Great Scharlack to mine, when he 
ſhall happen to die. If he is forced 
in effect to reſtore it, without being 
reimburſed, the King, inſtead of 
granting a favour, has not done 
juſtice. I do not requeſt any reſti- 
tution like this, ſince ſuch reſtitu- 
tion would be made without aſking 
it, as a favour of the King. If his 
Majeſty takes off the confiſcation, 
becauſe he is convinced it was ori- 
ginally violent and unjuſt, then have 
I a right to demand the rents of 
two and forty years. This Iam to 
require from the Fiſcus, not from 
my brother. 
-And, ſhould the Fiſcus only reſtore 
me the price for which it then ſold, 
| N „ 0 
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it would commit a manifeſt injuſtice, 
ſince all eſtates in the province of 
Pruſſia have, ſince the year 1746; | 
_ tripled and NIE their kr 
lue. PET 
If the eſtate Sid only to my 
children after my death, I receive 
neither right nor favour, for, in this 
caſe, I obtain nothing for myſelf, 
and ſhall remain deprived of the 
rents, which, as the eſtate is at pre- 
ſent farmed, by my brother, amount 
to four thouſand rix-dollars per 
annum. This eſtate cannot be 
taken from him legally, ſince he 
enjoys it by right of purchaſe. It 
will not be the King, who, when J 
am dead, will beſtow it upon my 
children; but my brother, who will 
bequeath it chem by will. 
Such is the preſent ſtate of the 5 
buſineſs. How the benevolent : 


a mo- 
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monarch ſhall think proper to de- 
cide, will be ſeen hereafter. I have 
demanded, of the Fiſcus, that it 
ſhall make a fair valuation of Great 
Scharlack, reimburſe my brother, 
and reſtore it to me, My brother 
has other eſtates. Theſe he will 
diſpoſe of by teſtament, according 
to his good pleaſure. . 

Be theſe things as they may, the 
purpoſe of my journey is accom- 
Pliſhed. My brother is my friend, 
and the father of my children, My 

ſon is in his majeſty's ſervice, and 
my honour is juſtified in my own 

country. In Pruſſia, at leaft, I am 

victorious over fate. 
Reader, if thou haſt noble 

thoughts, rejoice with me, and, 
from my hiſtory, learn that evil 

itſelf may convert to good. In the 
nineteenth year of my age, I loſt 
. my 
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my fortune, my liberty, my all, ho- 
nour and fortitude excepted, and _ 
theſe it was not in the power of the 

deſpot to take. Two and forty- 
years have I lived deprived of my 
property, two and forty years en- 
dured poverty, and even exceſſive 
indigence, with the exception of 

_ - ſome few intervals, without ever 
being guilty of meanneſs, and, in the 
moment of good fortune, I have 
been liberal even to prodigality. 

1 often have been deceived, but 
never was a deceiver. Thoſe who 
plundered me bluſh at my name. 

I walk proudly even in the preſence 
of kings. I write truths without 

| diſguiſe, and my writings find tole- 
ration, and privilege. I was de- _ 
ſpiſed, condemned, and rejected, 
yet obtained, even in the dungeon's 
ens, than which no man could 

6 * deſeend 
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defcend lower, the general eſteem 
and approbation of the worthy, 
Thou, great God, haſt preſerved 
me amidft my trouble. The pureſt 
gratitude penetrates my heart. , Oh 
that it might pleaſe thee never to 
let mortal endure what J have en- 
dured, or, if ſo it cannot be, that 
thou wouldſt grant him equal 
ſtrength to wreſtle with woe. On 
that thou wouldſt ſhield man from 
arbitrary power, and baniſh def- 
potiſm from the earth. Diſhonour, 
caſt headlong down, andexterminate 
the enemy of man, and let all pre- 
varicating judges be, like mine, 
reduced to cleanſe the ſtreets of 
filth, Suffer not the hypocritical 
knave to injure and inſult the vir- 
tuous. May this my tragical nar= 
ration be a leſſon to the afflicted, 
affard hope to the deſpairing, for- 
f titude 


PR, Lo 
titude to the wavering, and ſhake 
and. humanize the hearts of kings. 


Juoyfully now do J journey to 
the ſhores of death. My duty is 


| fulfilled, my end attained, tranquillity 


. deſerved. My conſcience is void 


of reproach, poſterity ſhall bleſs 


my memory, and only the unfeeling, 
the wicked, the confeſſor of princes, _ 
and the pious impoſtor, ſhall vent 


their rage - againſt my writings. 


My few remaining hours of life 
ſhall ftill be dedicated to the love 
of men. For my own part, my 
wants are few. My mind is deſir- 


ous of repoſe ; and, ſhould this be 
denied me, till will I not murmur. 
I now wiſh to ſteal gently, though 


not wholly "unknown; toward that ; 
luaſt aſylum, whither in my youth, 


if thither I went, it muſt be with 
colours flying. Grant, Almighty 


66 "a. 
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God, that the prayer I this day 
make may be heard, and that 


ſuch may be the concluſion of my 
eventful life. 
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FRANCIS BARON TRENCK. 
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Fendels Baron Trenck was 
born, in 1714, in Calabria, a 
province of Sicily. His father was 
then a governor, and lieutenant-co- 
lonel there, and died, poſſeſſed of 
theſe honours, in 1743, at Leit- 
ſchau in Hungary, lord of the rich 
manors of Preſtowacz, Pleternitz, 
and Pakratz, in Sclavonia, and other - 
conſiderable eſtates in Hungary. His 
chriſtian name was John; he was my 
5 father s — and born in DRE 


berg, 


& 
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berg, in Pruſſia, where the family i is 
well known, and where it has poſ- 
ſeſſed eſtates ever ſince the times of 
the Teutonic knights. . 
The name of his mother was Kett- 
ler; ſhe was born in Courland, but 1 
am unacquainted with her family. 
Suffice it to ſay that Trenck, whoſe 


| hiſtory I write, was, both by father 


and mother, a gentleman of ancient 
family ; and that his grandfather and 
mine was of Pruſſia. He was not, as 
his enemies propagated at Vienna, 
the ſon of a Sclavonian robber. His 
father, who had ſerved Auſtria, with 
honour, till the age of ſixty- eight, 
died, as I have ſaid, at Leitſchau, 
with the rank of colonel, and bore 
thoſe wounds to his grave which 
- atteſted his warlike valour. - 
| Francis Baron Trenck was his only 
4 fon ; he had attained the rank of co- 
lonel 


. 
lonel during his father's life, and 
ſerved with diſtinction in the _ 
of Maria Thereſa, _ 
I ſhall fay nothing of his early : 
youth. The hiſtory of his life, which 
he publiſhed in 1747, when he was 
under confinement at Vienna, is ſo 
full of minute circumſtances, and fo 
poorly written, that I ſhall make but 
little uſe of it. Here I ſhall relate 


only what I have heard from the 


moſt creditable perſons, from his 

enemies themſelves, and what I have 

_ ſeen, 

- His ancient father, 2 bold an | 
daring ſoldier, idolizing his only 
fon, and ſuperlatively avaricious, 
. wholly neglected his education, ſo 

that the paſſions. of this ſon were 

moſt unbridled. Endowed, by na- 
ture, with very extraordinary talents, 

3 Wo _ of a rich father, this ardent 


you th 
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- youth was early his own maſter, and 
allowed to indulge the impetuous 
fire of his conſtitution. Moderation 
was ever utterly unknown to him, 
and good fortune moſt remarkably 
_ favoured all his enterprizes. Theſe 
were numerous, undertaken from 
no principle of virtue, nor actuated 
by any motives of humanity. The 
love of money, and the deſire of 
fame, were the paſſions of his ſoul. 
All his wiſhes were ſucceſsful, there» 
fore were all his wiſhes indulged. 
To his warlike inclination was ad- 
died the inſenſibility of a heart native- 
| ty wicked; and he found himſelf an 
actor, on the great ſcene of life, at a 
time when the earth was drenched 
with human gore, and when the 
fword decided the fate of nations : 
hence this chief of pandours, this 
pd of the unprotected, naturally 
became 


— 


oy 
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became an iron-hearted enemy, a 


ferocious foe of the human race, a 
formidable enemy in private life, and 
a perfidious friend. | 

Conſtitutionally choleric and ſan- 
guinary, addicted to voluptuous plea- 


tures, ſenſual, and brave; he was un- 


appeaſable when affronted, prompt 
to act, in the moment of danger 
circunſpe&, and, when under the 
dominion of anger, inhuman and 
cruel even to fury; irreconcileable, 
artful, fertile in invention, and ever 
intent on great projects. 


When youth and beauty inſpired 
love, he then became ſupple, inſinuat - 
ing, amiable, gentle, reſpectſul; yet, 


ever excited, by pride, unceaſingly to 
purſue his purpoſe, each conqueſt 
gave but new deſires of adding ano- 
ther ſlave over whom he might do- 
mineer; and, whenever he encoun- 

tered 
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tered unſhaken reſiſtance, he even 
then. ceaſed to be avaricious. A pru- 


dent and intelligent woman, turning 
this part of his character to advan- 
tage, might have formed this very 
ſingular man to virtue, probity, and 


the love of the human race; but, 


from his moſt tender infancy, his 
will had never ſuffered reſtraint, and 


he thought nothing impoſſible. As 


a ſoldier, he was bold even to teme- 


rity; capable of the moſt hazardous 


enterprize, and of laughing at the 
danger himſelf provoked. His am- 
bitious projects were the more ele- 


vated becauſe that the end of all his 
actions was the acquirement of re- 
nown. In council he was dangerous; 
every thing muſt cede to his views. 


To him the means, by which his end 
was to be obtained, were indifferent. 
Wo to the wretch Who hoped to 

excite 


. 
excite his compaſſion, by ſobmiſſion 
and prayer! = 

The Croats at this time were un- 
diſciplined, prone to rapine, thirſting 
for human blood, and only taught 
' obedience by violence and blows; 
theſe had been the companions of 
his infancy ; theſe he undertook to 
ſubje&, by ſervitude and fear, to mi- 
litary ſubordination, and, from ban- 


5 ditti, to make them ſoldiers. His 


habitual intercourſe with ſuch a 
ſpecies of men gave him that fierce- 
neſs of character, which has been ſo 
often remarked in tyrants. _ 
With reſpect to his exterior, Na- 
ture had been prodigal of her fa- 
vours. His height was fix feet three 
inches, and, though his ſtature was 
thus gigantic, the ſymmetry of his 


limbs was exact ; his form was up- | 


right, his countenance agreeable, 
. | yet 


| e 

yet maſculine, and his ſtrength almoſt 
incredible. He could ſever the head 
from the body of the largeſt ox, with 
one ſtroke of his ſabre, and he was 
fo adroit at this Turkiſh practice that 

he at length could behead men as if 
he were cleaving turnips. In the 
latter years of his life, his aſpect was 


become terrible, becauſe that, during 


the Bavarian war, he had been ſcorch- 
ed by the exploſion of a powder-bar- _ 
re], and his face remained ſcarred and 
impregnated with black ſpots. 
In company he rendered himſelf - 

_ exceedingly agreeable, ſpoke ſeven 
languages fluently, was jocular, poſ- 
ſeſſed wit, and in ſerious converſation 
underſtanding ; had learned muſic, 


ſung with taſte, and had a good 


voice, ſo that he might have been 
well paid as an actor, had that been 
his fate. He could even, when ſo 

| diſpoſed, 
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diſpoſed, become gentle aces com- 
plaiſant; but, wherever he could 
command, he was a monſter. . 

His look told the man of obſerva- 
tion that he was cunning and cho- 
leric; and his wrath was terrible. 
He was ever ſuſpicious, becauſe he 
judged others by himſelf, Self. in- 
tereſt and avarice ever conſtituted 
his culing paſſion, and, whenever he. 
had an opportunity of increaſing his 
wealth, he equally diſregarded the 
duties of religion, the ties of honour, , 


and human pity. In the thirty-firſt 


year of his age, when he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of nearly two millions, he did 
not expend a florin per day, fo that 

he even denied himſelf neceſſaries. 
As he and his pandours always 
led the van, and as he thence had 
opportunity to ravage the enemy's. 
e at the head of troops ſo 

| addicted. 
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addicted to rapine, we muſt not 
wonder that Bavaria, Sileſia, and 
Alſatia, were ſo plundered. He alone 


purchaſed the booty from his troops, 
at a low price, and this he ſent by 


water to his own eſtates, If any one 
bol his officers had made a rich cap- 
ture, Trenck inſtantly became his 
enemy. He was ſent on every dan- 
gerous expedition, till he fell, and 
the colonel became his univerſal 
heir, for Trenck appropriated all he 


could to himſelf, 


He was reputed to be a man moſt 
expert in military ſcience, an excel- 
lent engineer, and to poſſeſs an exact 
eye in eſtimating heights and dif- - 
tances. Hence had he the firſt of ad- 
vantages that a partiſan leader can 
enjoy, that of being perfectly ac- 


quainted with the country in which 


the war is carried on. In all enter- 


prizes 


„ 
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prizes he was the firſt ; inured to fa- 
tigue, his iron body could ſupport it 
without inconvenience. Nothing 


eſcaped his vigilance, all was'turned 
to account, and what valour could 
not accompliſh .cunning ſupplied, 


His pride ſuffered him not to incur 
an obligation, and thus was. he by 


principle unthankful ; his actions all 


centred in ſelf, and, as he was re- 
markably fortunate in whatever he 


undertook, he aſcribed even that 
which accident gave to foreſight and 


genius. Depending thus on him- 


ſelf, he was incapable of ſeeking, 


valuing, or maintaining friendſhip, 


therefore was abandoned when he 
moſt needed the firm deren * 
friendſhip. _ | 
et was he, ever, as an 1 
moſt uſeful and ineſtimable man to 
the ſtate. His love and reſpect for 


Vol. 1 . his 
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en 
his ſovereign, and his zeal in her 
ſervice, were unbounded: wherever 5 
her glory was at ſtake, he would 
willingly have devoted himſelf her 
victim. This I aſſert to be truth: 1 
probed his heart, and knew him well. 
Of little conſequence is it to me, 
whether the hiſtorians of Maria Te- 
reſa have, or have not, miſrepreſented 
his talents, and the fame he deſerv- 
ed. I am one of thoſe biographers 
who do not ſtop to relate trifles. 1 
hold it moſt eſſential, firſt, to de- 
ſcribe the true character of the man 
whoſe life I write; his virtues, his 
vices, and his paſſions, without diſ- 
| guiſe; and afterward to ſupport what 
T have affirmed, by the relation of 
facts, the veracity of which the 
reader will judge of, comparing chem 
Wich what he has before learned con- 
e cerning 


pw, 
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cerning the character of che man, of 
whom ſuch facts are related. d 
According to principles like theſe 
ought all the hiſtories of our heroes 
and monarchs to be written; their 
virtues and vices ought ſo to be por- 
trayed that their ſucceſſors may not 

be deceived, but may determine for 
_ themſelves, according to the cha- 
racteriſtic traits laid before their 
eyes, and amend their own errors. 
The paraſite, the ſelf- intereſted and 
the timid hiſtorian, alike, are the 
friends of falſehood. I write not ro- 
mances, to diſguiſe the failings or 
the crimes, to palliate the deteſtable 
1 acts or to magnify the virtues, of 
ä king, or hero, I. write truth, for 
| the information and en, 
ain | 
The life of Trenck I write = 
the following reaſons. He had the 
| _H2 honour 
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honour firſt to form, and command, 
regular troops, raiſed in Sclavonia. 
The ſoldiers acquired glory under 
their leader, and ſuſtained the totter- 
ing power of Auſtria: they made 
libations of their blood in its de- 
fence, as did Trenck, in various bat- 
tles. He ſerved, like a brave war- 
rior, with zeal, loyalty, and effect. 

The vile perſecutions of his ene- 
mies, at Vienna, with whom he re- 
fuſed to ſhare the plunder he had 
made, loſt him honour, liberty, and, 
not only the perſonal property he 
had acquired, but, likewiſe, the 
family patrimony, in Hungary. He 
died, like a malefactor, illegally 
ſentenced, in impriſonment; and 
xnaves have affirmed, and fools have 
believed, and believe ſtill, he took 
the King of Pruſſia priſoner, and 


5 that he granted him freedom, in con- 


ſequence 
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ſequence of a bribe. So have the 
loyal Hungarians been. led to ſup- 

Poſe that a Fee had really 
been a trait. . 

By my writings, | I wiſh: to Drove. 

to this noble nation that Trenck, 

for his loyalty, on the contrary, * 
ſerved eompaſſion, eſteem, and ho- 
nour, in his country, This I have 
already done in the former part of 

my hiſtory. The truth of this no 
man denies ; for I have offered to 
bring the legal acts in teſtimony of 
what I have aſſerted, ſhould the mo- 
narch . be inclined to examine this 
truth, and events ſo diſhonourable 

5 juſtice," or to act, in this caſe, as 
Frederic William has acted, at Bern- 
lin, where J have been heard in pq 
own juſtification. The dead Trenck 

can mow no more; but it is the 5 

| e 1 | 
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duty of the living ever to ſpeak in 
defence of right. 3 

Trenck wrote his own hiſtory, 


during the ſuits carried on againſt 
him, while he was confined in the 


arſenal at Vienna; and, in the laſt 
two ſheets, he openly related the 


manner in which he had been treat- 
ed by the council of war, of which 


Count Lowenwalde, his greateſt ene- 


my, was preſident. The count, how- 
ever, found ſupporters too powerful, 


and theſe ſheets were torn from the 


book, and publicly burnt by the 
hangman at Vienna. Defence after 


this became impoſſible: he groaned 


under the gripe of his adverſaries. 


I have given a literal copy of 
theſe ſheets in the firſt volume of 
my life; and, I again repeat, I. 
am able to prove the truth of what 
is there aſſerted, by the acts, pro- 

8 


( ag. }; -. 
cecdings, and judicial regiſters, which _ 
are in my poſſeſſion. He was con- 

fined in the Spielburg, becauſe much 
was to be dreaded from an injured 
man, whom they knew capable of 
the moſt deſperate enterprizes. He 
died defenceleſs, the ſacrifice of ini- 
quity and unjuſt judges. He died, 
and his honour remained b 
. tected. | 
I am, by duty, bis defender; TY 
I though he expired my perſonal ene- 


my, the author of all the ills I have 


ſuffered.. I came to the knowled: ge 
of his perſecutors too late for the 
unfortunate Frenck. And who are 
thoſe who have divided his ſpoils; 
who flew him that they might fat- 
ten themſelves.? Who has ſeen any 
one of their families render a Trenek 
to the ſtate? Who ever diſcovered- 
a man of noble heart amid their 
: H4 vo offspring? 
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offspring? Proſperity be; to your. 
excellencies, now, by the grace of 


Heaven and the Empreſs, the nobles _ 
of the land! Your titles have been 

paid for from the coffers of Trenck ! 
Vet can neither theſe your cabals, 
your wealthy protectors, your own 


. riches, or your credit at court, de- 


prive me of the right of GO 
his fame. n 
I have boldly written, have open- 
ly ſhewn, that Trenck was pillaged 
by you; that he ſerved the houſe of 
Auſtria as a worthy man, with fide- 
lity and zeal; not by coming pow- 
dered upon the parade; not in court- 


martials, and committees of enquiry; 


but ſword in hand, fighting for his 
country, ſharing the ſoldier's glory, 
yet, afterward, falling the victim of 
envy and power; falling by the 


| hangs of thoſe who are unworthy, | 


PO 
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incapable, of judging merit and pro- 
bity. He take the King of Pruſſia! 
He took the Emperor of Morocco 
Fes he is dead—But ſhould any 
man on earth dare openly affirm that 
the Hungarian or the Pruſſian 
Trenck were either of them capa- 
ble of treaſon, that either of them 
merited puniſhment at Vienna or at 
Berlin, for having betrayed their wi! 
country, he will not have long to 
ſeek before he will be informed that 
he has done us both injuſtice. After 5 
this preface, 1 ſhall continue my- 
narrative, according to the plan IL. 
propoſed. 750 
Trenck, the father, was a miſer, 
paſt ſervice, yet a well meaning man. 5 
N renck, the ſon, on the contrary,, 


was a youthful ſoldier, turbulent and 
25 who ſtood in need of money 


to indulge his pleaſures, Many. 
H 5 curious 
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curious pranks he played, when an 
enſign in I know not AST t regiment 

of foot. | 2 
| He went to one of the collectors 
of his father's rents and demanded 
money; the collector refuſed to give 
him any, and Trenck cleaved his 
ſkull with his ſabre. A proſecution 
Was commenced againſt him, * but, 
war breaking out, in 1736, between 
the Ruſſians and the Turks, he, with 
the permiſſion of the court of Vienna, | 
raiſed a ſquadron of Huſſars, and 
went with it into the Ruſſian ſervice, 
contrary to the will of his father. 

In this war he diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf highly, and acquired the pro- 
| tection of Field - marſnal Munich. 
He was fo ſucceſsful, and ſo daring, 


* The ſtate of vaſſalage in theſe countries is 
- moſt melanchotily depicted by this and familar 
W | * : . e 


Mo Ti * . 
as a partiſan leader againſt the Tar- 
tars, that he became very famous in 
the army, and, at the end of che — 


paign, was appointed major. 
It happened, on ſome. e | 
chat flying parties of the Turks 
approached the front of his regi- 
ment, when on march, and Trenck, 
ſeeing a favourable moment for at- 
tacking them, went to Colonel Ru- 


min, deſiring that the regiment 


might be led to the charge, and that 


they might profit by ſo fair an op- 


portunity. The timid colonel an- 


ſwered, „ have no ſuch orders. 


Trenck then demanded permiſſion 


to charge the Turks only with his 


own ſquadron; but this was refuſed. 


e immediately became furious, 
for he had never been acquainted 


with comradiction or ſubordination, 
and cried aloud to the ſoldiers — 


H 7 "ll 
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« If there be one brave man among 
& you, let him follow me.” About 
two hundred immediately ſtepped 
from the ranks; he put himſelf at 


their head, routed the enemy, made 
a horrible carnage, and returned in- 


toxicated with joy, accompanied 
by priſoners, and loaded with diſ- 

ſevered heads. : 
Once more arrived in . af 
the regiment, he attacked the colonel, 
treated him like the rankeſt coward, 
called Him opprobrious names, and 
beat him, without the other daring 
to make the leaſt reſiſtance. 


The adventure, however, became 


known; Trenck was > arreſted, and 
. ordered to be tried. „ 
His judges condemned him to be 


ſhot — and the day was appointed ; 


but, the evening before execution, 


Field-marſhal Munich paſſed, ei- 


4 1 | ther 
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ther by chance or deſign, near the 


tent in which he was confined 


Trenck ſaw him, came forward, and 
ſaid, — © Certainly your excellency 


will not ſuffer a foreign cavalier - 
ee to die an ignominious death, be- 


© cauſe he has chaſtiſed a -cowardly 


ce Ruſſian ? If I muſt die, at leaſt 


1 give me permiſſion to ſaddle my | 


ee horſe, and, with my ſabre in my 


ce hand, let ano fall, ſurrounded oy 
ce the enemy.” | 


The — e to be, at 


this time, haraſſing the advanced 


poſts; the field -: marſhal ſhrugged 
his ſhoulders, and was filent, —— 


Trenck, till, not diſcouraged, add- 


ed“ I vill undertake to bring your | 
c excellency three heads, or loſe my 


ce own. Will you, if I do, be pleaſed 
ce to grant me my pardon ?” — The 


| odd QUART replied, —* Yes.” T he 


horſe | 


( 158 I 


| horſe of Trenck was immediately 


brought; he galloped to the enemy, 
and returned ſingly, with four heads 
knotted to his horſe's main, him-- 
_ ſelf only ſlightly Weg: in. r 
ſoulder. 

Munich nb nn him; and im- 


mediately appointed him to be * 


3 in another regiment. 
Various, and almoſt incredible, 
were his feats; — among others, a 
Tartar ran him through the belly 
with his: lance: Trenck graſped the 
projecting end with his hànds, ex- 


erted his prodigious ſtrength, broke 
the lance, ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and 
happily eſcaped. Of this wound, 


dreadful as it was, he was ſoon 
: cured. f . 


and that far may affirm the truth 
of che fact. 1 alſo learned this, ind 
6 many 


1 myſelf have ſeen the two ſoars; | 


—_ —_ » 
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many others, in 1746, from officers 
wꝛuho had ſerved in the ſame army, 


and who had been M 35 
n, they relate. 

During this campaign he behaved 
with great honour, was wounded by 
an arrow. in the calf of the leg, and; 


gained the affection of the Field. 
marſhal Munich, but excited the 


envy of all the Ruſſians. Toward. 
the concluſion of the war he had a 
new misfortune ; his regiment was 


on the march, and incommoded on 
all ſides by the enemy: he intreated 


his colonel, for the love of God, to 
permit t him to attack them. The 
ee was once more a «RuVGan, and- 


blow, and. called aloud to the ſol- 
diers to follow him. They, how- 


ever, being W remained mo- 


«CE * 


. tionleſs— 
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tiorfleſs — and he was put under ar- 
The court martial ſentenced him 
to death — and all hope of reprieve 

ſeemed oyer. The general would 


willingly have granted his pardon, 


but, as he was himſelf a foreigner, 
he was fearful of offending the Ruſ- 
ſians by ſuch partiality, they having 
begun to murmur. | 

The day of execution came, and 
he was led to the place of death. — 
Munich, however, ſo contrived it 
that Field-marſhal Lowenthal ſhould 
pals by, at this moment, in company 
with his lady. Trenck profited by- 
the opportunity, ſpoke boldly, and 
prevailed. A reprieve was requeſt- 
ed, and the ſentence was changed 
into baniſhment and: labour in Si- 


VE. 
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Trenck proteſted againſt this ſen- 
tence. The field-marſhal wrote to 
Peterſburg, and an order came that 
he ſhould be broken, and conducted 
out of the Ruſſian territories. | This 
order was accordingly executed, and 
he returned into Hungary to his 
father. Er 
At this ed he eſpouſed the 
daughter of the Field-marſhal Baron 
Tillier, of one of the firſt families 1 in 
Switzerland, | | 
The two brothers of his ite each, 
became lieutenant- general, one of 
whom died honourably, during the 
ſeven years war, and particularly fa- 
voured by his ſovereign. The other 
was made commander general in 3 
ö Croatia, where he is ſtiil living, and 
at the head of a regiment of infantry 
that bears his name. 8 
Trenck did n not long live ik bis 
lady. 
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lady. She was pregnant, and, his | 
diverſions being ever confonant to 
his unruly temperament, he took her 
to hunt with him in a marſh, whence 
ſhe returned ill, being unaccuſtamed. 
to ſuch exerciſe, and Ne: en 
leaving him any heir. | 
Warlike inclinations would not 
long permit him to remain idle. — 
Having no opportunity to indulge 
theſe, becauſe of the general peace, 
he conceived the project of extirpat= 
ing the Sclavonian banditti. a 
Before I proceed it will be pro- 
per to deſcribe this race of men,, 
whom no perſon before him had 
_ dared to attack, although they laid 
the whole country under contribu-- 
tion, and exerciſed the utmoſt cruel> 
F ties. 
The title of their chiefs was. 
Harum-Baſhay; ; and they were elect- 
«deg N e ed 


— 
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ed from among the ſtrongeſt, the 
moſt intelligent, and the boldeſt 
men of the nation. So ſevere were 
their laws that the ſmalleſt fault 
Was puniſhed by ſtrangling the cul- 

prit. 
If any one nf their den had 
been betrayed, there is no example 
that they ever ſo much as ſpared the 
n even in its mother's womb. 
Their vengeance was unlimited; 
| and if, by chance, the whole band 
were defeated with ſlaughter, in ſuch 
kind of attempts, the new Harum- 
Baſhaw of their ſucceſſors was bound 
to carry fire and ſword, there where 
his predeceſſor had falle. 
In effect, they were true partiſans; 
| maintained ſpi pies in Turkey, and oc-, 
caſionally fell upon the Turkim 
banditti, taking from them their 
booty, and plundering and aſſaſſi- 


nating 
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nating the caravans of merchants. 
Therefore, they ſpread univerſal ter- 
ror throughout the country: no one 
durſt expoſe himſelf to their enmity; 
and all the landholders paid them a 
ſmall contribution, that they might 
protect them from the incurſions of 
the Turkiſh banditti. Theſe their 
tributaries, and their vaſſals under 
them, lived tranquil and in full ſecu- 
ity, for it was a law, among the 
Sclavonian banditti, n. never to forfeit 
their word. . fl 
Each Harum-Baſhaw had a ſtipu- 
lated number of men, and, when any 
one of them died, all the youths, 
moſt adroit and renowned for their 
feats, became candidates for the va- 


cant place, becauſe that theſe ban- 


ditti lived i in abundance, and were 
not obliged to work. $298 


"OY * traverſed all ihe: coun- 
try 
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try armed, wn were well known by 


their large rings and buttons of 
ſilver, When government thought 


proper to purſue and attack them, 


and they were obliged to encounter 


the regulars, they generally had the 


advantage, and could take ſhelter, 
when attacked, in their vaſt foreſts, 
with the paths and thickets of which 
they were well acquainted, At ſuch 
times, they became a great nuiſance 
to the neighbouring hamlets, which 
they pillaged at pleaſure. | 

Trenck, therefore, began his mi- 
litary exploits anew againſt this ſin- 
gular race of men. To execute this 


enterprize, he employed his own vaſ- 
ſals and pandours. He was after- 


ward aſſiſted by a detachment of re- 
gulars, having promiſed the court 
of Vienna that he would totally de- 


* cheſe banditti. The bloody | 
95 | con- 


1 
wel I 


CE 
conteſt now commenced—men were 
racked and impaled, and it may, per- 
haps, be ſafely affirmed that more 
activity, precaution, and courage, 
were neceſſary to inſure ſucceſs in 
ſuch a kind of war, than to lead 
a great army to the field of battle. 
Trenck ſeemed born for this mur- 
derous trade. Day and night on 
the watch, he chaſed them, like 
wild beaſts, by tracing their foot- 
ſteps; killing now one, then another, 
and treating them undiſtinguiſhed- 
ly with the utmoſt barbarity. Fa- 
ther and ſon alike muſt bleed: nor 
was he himſelf a moment certain he 
ſhould not fall into their hands, or 
be betrayed by his own ſoldiers. 
Two incidents, which I ſhall here 
relate, will ſufficiently paint the cha- 
rafter of this unaccountable man.— 


. 
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He had impaled alive the father of 
Aa Harum-Baſhaw. One evening he 
was going on patrole, along the 

banks of a brook which ſeparated 
two provinces. On the oppoſite 
ſhore was the ſon of this impaled 
father, with his Croats. — It was 


meiden and the latter called 
aloud - RON 


„ hear thy voice, Trenek l — 
Thou haſt impaled my father! — _ 
Thou perſecuteſt us like a raſcal, 
« with craft and cruelty. If thou 
« haſt a heart in thy body, come 
« hither, over the bridge— I will 
e ſend away my followers; leave 
e thy fire-arms, come only with thy 
ce ſabre, and we will then ſee who 
cc ſhall remain the victor.” _ 
The agreement was made — and 
the Harum-Baſhaw ſent away his 
' Croats, and laid down his muſket. 
1 Trenck 
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Trenck FMS. the wooden bridge; 
both drew their ſabres; but Trenck 
treacherouſly killed his adverſary 
with a piſtol,” that he had conceal- 
_ ed, after which he ſevered his head 
from his body, took it with him, 
and ſtuck it upon a pole. 
The reader will determine con- 
cerning the heroiſm of this action to- 
ward a thief, who, although A Jo * 
behaved ſo nobly. acre 7 St 
Bee this as it may, he continued to 
| PEER them by every kind of arti- 
ice, and to purſue them with un- 
relenting vengeance. Thus he be- 
came the terror and the ſcourge of 
that pernicious race. | 
One day, when he was hunting, he 
heard muſic in a lone houſe which 
belonged to one of his vaſſals. He 
was thirſty, entered, and found the 
gone ſeated at table, He ſat him- 
ſelf 


6 
ſelf down, and ate with them, not 
knowing that this very houſe was a 
place of rendezvous for _ ban- 
ditt. e | 
As he was - nd oppiiorrehe 
E at a long narrow table, lie fave | 


two Harum-Baſhaws, armed, and of 


4 gigantic ſtature, enter. His muſket 
ſtood in a corner; he was ſtruck 
with terror; but one of the banditti 
addreſſed him thus: 

« Neither thee,” nor thy vaſſals, 
e Trenck, have we ever injured, yet 
cc doſt thou purſue. us with unex- 

_ << ampled cruelty. We think more 
c nobly. Eat thy fill; we could 
ce nail thee to the wall; but fear no- 
thing. When thou haſt ſatisfied 
« thy hunger, we will then, ſabre in 
hand, ſee who has moſt juſtice on 

« his fide, and whether thou art as 

Vol, III. aa. 


| 
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© courageous and as JET A6CILIS 3 a 
men ſpeak thee.” , 
Hereupon they fat thamſelzes 

down oppoſite him at the table, and 
began to eat and drink and make 
merry. The ſituation of Trenck 
could not be very pleaſant. He re- 

collected that, beſide theſe two giants, 
there might be more of their com- 
panions without, ready to fall upon 
him; he, therefore, privately drew 
his piſtols from his pocket, held them 
| under the table while he cocked them, 
preſented each hand to the body of 
E Harum-Baſhaw, | fired them both 
at the ſame inſtant, overſat the table 


on the other gueſts, and ſafely eſ- 


caped from the houſe. As he went 
he had time enough to ſeize on one 
of their muſkets, which was ſtanding 
at the door. One of the Croats was 
left weltering 1 in his blood; the other 
| 3 


— 


(- 171 


 Gilengaged himſelf from the table; and - 


ran like a man frantic after Trenck, 

vho ſuffered him to approach, kil- 

led him with his on gun, ſtruck off 
- this wi and L it home in 


triumph. 


By this aQion the bandieti were - 


ie of their two moſt valour- 
ous chiefs, and, likewiſe, of their 


courage, ſo that, cut off on every fide, 
numbers of them n e in * | 


| Turkiſh ſtates. 


War broke out About a Une 
in the year 1 740, when all the Hun- 
garians took up arms in defence of 


their lovely and beloved queen. 


Trenck wrote to Vienna, offered to 


raiſe a free corps of pandours, and 
requeſted a general amneſty for all 
the banditti who ſhould join his 
troops. His requeſt was granted, 


he publiſhed the amneſty, and began 


12 to 
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to raiſe recruits: few, however, of 


the banditti came to join his colours; 
he, therefore, enrolled his own vaſ- 
ſals, formed a corps of about five 


hundred men, went in ſearch of the 
robbers, drove them into a ſtrait be- 


tween the Save and Sarſawa, where 
they at length capitulated, and about 


three hundred of them enrolled them- 


ſelves with his pandours. 
Moſt of theſe men were ſix feet in 


height, upright, determined, and ex- 


perienced ſoldiers, that could ſwim, 
and were accuſtomed to run, like 
roe-bucks, for miles through their 


foreſts. Theſe were neceſſary re- 
quilites before they could be ad- 


mitted among the banditti. 


It is not to be wondered at that 
an able leader of men like theſe 


found nothing impoſſible, or that he 


ſhould . 5 brave and _—_ as 
he 


_ 


N | 

he was, even to raſhneſs, feats that 
almoſt appear miraculous. So long 
as any of theſe banditti remained; 
the name of the pandours was terri- 
ble ; but a man like himſelf only was 
capable of eſtabliſhing g diſcipline, or- 
der, and ſubordination among them. 
To indulge them, on certain occa- 
ſions, in their riots and their thirſt 
of pillage, were means which he of- 
ten ſucceſsfully employed to lead 
them where he pleaſed, and to render 
them victorious. To be dauntleſs in 
the midſt of danger, to be ever at 
their head, to ſpeak only of plunder 

and good cheer, are the requiſites 
for an officer of ſuch troops, and 
without which he will find it difficult 
to lead them to the attack. Should 
they perceive timidity in him, they 
become inactive, mutinous, and de- 
ſert. To render them effective he 


ty mn 
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muſt treat them with ſeverity, and 
muſt wink at that exceſs of barbarity 
to which they often en them- 

ſelves. N 
By means like theſe T renck ace 
compliſhed his purpoſes, became the 
terror of the enemies of Auſtria, and 
rendered moſt ſignal ſervices to chad 
„ a | 
The event 1 am going to relate 
happened in 1741, when his n 
were yet undiſciplined. 05 
While he was exerciſing his regis 
ment, a company fired upon Trenck 
with ball, and killed his horſe under 
him, and his ſervant that ſtood by 
His ſide. He ran, furious, to the 
company, counted one, two, three, 
and beheaded the fourth. He was con- 
tinuing this when a Harum-Baſhaw 
left the n drew his ſabre, and 


called aloud,— cc It was I who fired 
85 ä 
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«© upon thee, defend thyſelf. The 
ſoldiers ſtood motionleſs | pectators. 
Trenck attacked him, and had the 
good fortune to hew him down. 
He was then proceeding to con- 
tinue the execution of the fourth 
man, but the whole regiment pre- 
ſented their arms. The revolt be- 
came general, and Treack; ſtill. hold- 
ing his drawn ſabre, ran like a lion 
amidſt them, hacking about him on 
all ſides. The exceſs of his rage 
was terrific: the ſoldiers all called 
hold, each ſell on his knees, and 
promiſed obedience. After this, he 
cordially embraced ſome of them, 
remonſtrated and harangued to them 
in language ſuitable to their charac- 
ter, and, from that time, they be- 
came invincible ſoldiers, e 
1 were headed by himſel. 
* mar” well be aſked whether- a 
; „ wan, 


46 ) 


man, who in like peril is capable of 


acting with like intrepidity, ought 
to be judged by common rules. 
Trenck, however, was condemned 


by the decifion of ſome pacific court- 


martial judges, who had grown old 


in a ſoldier's uniform, without ever 


having ſtained it with their own 


blood. Let the ſituation of Trenck 
be conſidered: be it remembered 
that he was the chief of a band of 
robbers, accuſtomed to rapine, and 
who ſuppoſed they were authoriſed 


to take whatever they pleaſed, in an 


enemy's country; a banditti that had 
10 often defied the gallows, that had 


never known military ſubordination. 


Let ſuch men be ſuddenly led to the 


field, and oppoſed to regular troops. 
That they are never acted upon by a 


principle of honour is evident; their 


leader, therefore, is obliged to excite 
their 


2 « * * * = 
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their avidity by the hope of plunder, 


thus to engage them in action; for, 


if they perceive no perſonal advan- 
tage, the command of the chief, or 
the intereſt of the ſovereign, are 
wholly inſufficient to make them act. 
Turks may be led to battle from 
ſuch motives, but not the- artful. 
Sclavonian, who flies danger where: 


nothing is to be gained. 


Trenck had, likewiſe,” need ak a 


particular ſpecies of officers. They, 


like their chief, muſt at once be 
daring, yet cautious. They were 


partiſans, and muſt, therefore, be 


more capable of ſupporting fatigue, 
than any regular troops; more de- 
firous of daily ſeeking. the enemy, 
and hazarding their lives. Few. are 

to be found who have the inclination: 
and the qualities requiſite for ſo 


" cangerous a trade; and, when ſuch-_ 


I * forces, 
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forces firſt are raiſed, the firſt: who 
preſent themſelves are neceſſarily ac- 
cepted. 

As he was himſelf never abſent at 
the time of action, he ſoon became 
acquainted with the character of 
thoſe whom he called old women, 
and ſent them from his regiment, 
without any ether proceſs than his 
own command, when he learned 
that any one among them had hid- 
den himſelf in a ditch, or had not 
run to the aſſault, at the head of his 
pandours. The number of officers 
ſo diſcharged increaſed, they all re- 
paired to Vienna, vented their com- 
plaints, and were heard. 

Envious of his good fortune, the 
enemies of Trenck were on the 
watch. His own avarice prevented 
- him making any diviſion of his rich 
booty with thoſe 3 who 

con- 
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conſtituted the military courts, there - 
by neglecting what was cuſtomary 
at Vienna: henceoriginated the pro- 
ſecution to which he fell a victim. 

Scarcely had he entered Auſtria, 
with his Sclavonian troops, before 
he found an opportunity of gather- 
ing laurels. The French army was 
defeated at Lintz. Trenck. every 
where purſued them, treated his pri- 
foners with barbarity ; and, never 
oranting quarter in battle, the ve- 
ry appearance of his pandours in- 
ſpired terror. Their eruelties, their 
irreſiſtible attacks, and the artful 
ſtratagems they had learnt in their 
thieviſh apprenticeſhip, were pro- 
ductive of effects ber 5 re 
and unforeſeen. 

Trenck was prudent, N p 
great warrior, and knew how to "i 
lit by the fl ghteft advantage. From 

"RW this 


< ao 3 

this time he became known and 
renowned, .gained the confidence of 
| Prince Charles, and the particular 
eſteem of the Field-marſhal Count 
Kevenhuller, who had penetration to 

| diſcover the worth of the man, and 
to turn the. talents he poſſeſſed to 
advantage. No partiſan had ever 
: before obtained ſo much power as 
Trenck; he every where preceded 
the army, and purſued the enemy as 
far as Bavaria, carrying fire and 
| ſword wherever he went. The ſtate 
reaped the advantages of conqueſt, 
and the pandours of plunder, by the 
hope of which alone they were ac- 
tuated, and, under a leader ſo proper 
for themſelves, enacted wonders. 
Bavaria was laid waſte. Prince 
Charles granted Trenck a carte 
blanche, and, as it was known Trenck 
gave no quarter, the Bavarians, and 
the 
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the French, flew at the ſight ol 2 
red mantle. Pillage and murder at- 
tended. the pandours wherever they 
went, and their colonel bought up 
all the booty they. acquired... .__;-r;. 
Chamb, in particular, was a ſcene of 
dreadful and ſavage maſſacre. The 
city was ſet on fire at every corner, 
and the inhabitants miſerably pe- 
riſhed in the flames; thofe women 
and children, who endeavoured to 
fly, were obliged to paſs over a 
bridge, where they were firſt ſtrip- 
ped, and afterward' thrown. into, the 
water. This action was one of the 
accuſations brought againſt Trenck, 
when he was proſecuted ; but he al- 
leged 1 in his juſtification, 

Firſt, That the citizens of Chamb 
had cut off the hands of ſix pandour 
priſoners, and had led them i in tri 
umph through the town. 5 

Seonah. 
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| Secondly, That the place had been 
taken by aſſault. : 
Thirdly, That Prince Charles had 
given him orders thus to act. 
The banks of the Iſer at this day 
reverberate groans for the barbarities 
of Trenck. Deckendorf and Filtz- 
hofen felt all his fury. In the firſt 
of theſe towns, ſix hundred French 
priſoners capitulated, although his 
forces were four miles diſtant; but 
he formed a kind of ſtraw men, on 
which he put pandour caps and 
cloaks, ſet them up as centinels, 
and the garriſon, intimidated and 
deceived by this ſtratagem, ſigned 
the capitulation, in company only of 
himſelf, his adjutant, and ſome of- 
ficers. | 
The important ſervices he render- 
ed the army during the Bavarian war 
are well known in the hiſtory of 
Maria 
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Maria Tereſa, though bis actions 
have ever been repreſented with a 
face the leaſt favourable, The good 
he has done has been purpoſely paſ- 
ſed over in ſilence, becauſe he died 
under misfortunes, and did not leave 
his hiſtorian a legacy. 

He was informed by a ſpy that, 
either at Deckendorf or Filtzhofen, I 
do not exactly remember which, 
chere was a barrel, containing twen- 
ty thouſand florins, concealed at the - 
houſe of an apothecary. Impelled 
by the deſire of booty, Trenck haſten- 
ed to the place indicated, with a 

candle in his hand, ſearching every 
where, and, in his hurry, dropt a ſpark 
into a quantity of gun- powder which 
happened to be there, by the ex- 
ploſion of which he was daſhed 
againſt the ground, and dreadfully 
ſcorched. . They carried him off; 
S WET. '- | but 


1 
but the ſcars, and the gun- poder with 
which his ſkin was blackened, in 
conſequence of this accident, ren- 
dered his countenance rematicabiy” 
terrific. 

The preſent Field-marſhal Lav- 
dohn was at that time a lieutenant 
in his regiment, and happened to be 
at the door when his colonel was. 
burnt. Scarcely was Frenck cured. 
before his ſpies informed him that 
Laudohn had plenty of money, and 
that he and his friends lived merrily. 
Immediately he ſuſpected that Lau- 
dohn had indubitably found the barrel. 
of florins, and from that moment he 
perſecuted this worthy man, by all 
imaginable arts. Wherever there was 
danger he ſent him, at the head of 
ſome thirty men, againſt three hun- 
dred, hoping to have him cut. off, 
and to make himſelf his heir. 


4 This. 
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This was ſo often repeated that 
Laudohn began to be weary, quitted 


| the corps, and retreated to Vienna, 


where, joining the crowd of accuſers 
and enemies of Trenck, he became 
inſtrumental in his deſtruction. Yet 
is it certain that, in the beginning, 
Trenck had ſhewn a friendſhip for 
Laudohn, had given him a'commilſ- 
ſion, and that this, at preſent, really 
great man learned, in the ſociety and 


under the command of Trenck, his 
military principle. 


General Tillier, whoſe . ke | 
ardour is well known to the whole 


nurſery of ſoldiers, where officers 


were taught activity, ſtratagem, and 
enterprize. And who are now more 
capable of commanding a Hunga- 
rian army than Tillier and Laudohnꝰ 
TI one day faid to n when 
he 


[ 
' 
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he was in Vienna, embarraſſed by alt 
the difficulties of his proſecution, 
and when he had - publiſhed a 


defamatory writing againſt all his 
accuſers, \ excepting no man. 


% Laudohn was one of the moſt ca- i 
<<© Pable of your officers, and like wiſe 


% worthy man. Wherefore then 
te do you elaſs him mn 1 | 
et wretches 2? ?? 

He replied, << „What! dias you 
ee have me praiſe 4 man, who la- 


ee bours,. at the very head of my 
0 © enemies, to rob me of honour, 
_ © property, and life,” ! 


I have related this A only - 


to prove; by the public teſtimony of. 


ſo honourable' a man, that Trenck: 


was a great ſoldier, 'and a zealous. 


patriot, and that he never took the 
** of Pruſſia priſoner, as has been 
meanly, 


657 » 


meanly, becauſe falſely, affirmed, and | 


as is ſtill believed by the filly multi- 
tude. Had ſuch a thing happened, 

| Laudohn muſt have been preſent, 
and certainly would have ſupported 
this charge. That he did not is the 


beſt proof of my affertion, by which 


1 vindicate the honour of the family,” 
as in duty bound to my children, © 
- Bavatia was t6cally plindered by 


Trenck, as has been ſai : barges 
were loaded with gold, filver; ad 3 
effects, which he fent t6 his eſtates 


in Sclavonia; Prince Charles and 
Count Kevenhuller countenanced his 
proceedings ; but when Field-mar- 


tial Neupetg' was at the head of the 
army, he had other principles. He. 

Was connected with Baron Tiebes, a 
_ counſellor of the Hofkriegſrath, who 


was all-puiſſant over military men, 
and conſequently was the n of 
Trenck, I | 


| Per- 


1 
| 
1 
| 
1 
1 

t 

{ 


( 188 ) 

- Perſecution proceeded ſo far that 
a ſuit was at that time inſtituted 
| againſt him, and Trenck was im- 
priſoned ; but he defended himſelf 
ſo powerfully that in a month's time. 
he was ſet at liberty. 

Mentzel, mean while, had the 
command of the pandours, and this 
man, who was the ſon of a butcher, 
and who had none of the principles 
of a. ſoldier, appropriated to him- 
ſelf all the fame that Trenck had ac- 


quired by the valour of watriors. he 
himſelf had formed. 


Mentzel attained the reputation 


4 an excellent partiſan, but it was 


well known to the army he never 
was the equal of Trenck, nor will 
ſo be called in hiſtory. Trenck 
now] increaſed the number of his 
C roats to four thouſand, from whom, 

in 1743, 4 regiment of Hungarian 

| een 
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regulars. was formed, but that ill 
retained the name of Pandours. 
It was a regiment of infantry. H 
Trenck alſo had fix hundred 
bun, and one hundred and fifty 


chaſſeurs, whom he raiſed and 


equipped at his own expence. Yet, 
when this corps was reduced, all 
was ſold for the profit of the 1 impe- 
rial treaſury, or in ſome manner 
embezzled, without ever bringing 
a ſhilling to account. 


With a corps ſo numerous, he 
was capable of undertaking great 
enterprizes. The enemy fled where- 
ever he was named. He continually 
led the van, raiſed contributions 
which amounted to ſeveral millions, 


carried various places by aſſault, 
delivered into the hands of his Em- 


preſs, during the ſpace of five years, | 


ſeven thouſand priſoners, French and 
Bavarian, 


— 
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Bavarian, and more than three thou- 
ſand, Pruſſians, having ſlaughtered 
at leaſt as many, which no other 
Partiſan can boaſt. — 

A circumſtance moſt en 
18, he never was defeated. His 
projects were all ſucceſsful, he, 
therefore, gained eſteem and con- 
fidence ,among his troops, and will 
eternally remain in the page of 
Hiſtory the firſt man who. rendered 
the rude and "— Croats efficient | 
ſoldiers. 
This it was impoſſible. to per- 
form among a ſtupid and blood- 
25 thirſty people, without being guilty 
: binſal of extravagant and cruel 
acts. The neceſſity of the exceſſes 
he committed, at a time when the 
army was every where in want of 
forage, was ſo evident that he re- 
ceived the unlimited permiſſion of 


Prince "a 
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Prince Charles, though for this * 
was after ward proſecuted ; while, on 
the contrary, the plunders of Ba- 
renklau, Mentzel, and the whole 


army, were never once queſtioned. 


That Trenck advanced more than 
a hundred thouſand florins, to his 
regiment, I clearly proved, in the 
year 1750. This proof alſo came 
too late. He was dead. The evi- 
dence I brought, however, occa- 
ſioned the quarter · maſter Frederici 
to be eight months impriſoned. 
He confeſſed the embezzlement | 
of this money, yet he found. ſo many 
friends among the enemies of 
Trenck that he refunded nothing, 
but was releaſed in the year 1754, 
when I was thrown into the dungeon 
of Magdeburg. 1 2Th 
I was not an eye witneſs, there- 
hors cannot. recapicutate all the ſer - 


vic es 


UT: * 


vices my couſin rendered the houſe 


of Auſtria. The greater part of 
what he himſelf told me has eſcaped 
my memory. Many of his acts, 
however, are well known to hiſtory, 
and would indeed have been un- 
ceaſingly extolled in the annals of 
Maria Tereſa, had not * been thus 
perſecuted. 5 5 
Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing 
than that this ſame man, who had 
poſſeſſed ſo many opportunities 
of amaſſing exorbitant wealth, in 
Bavaria, / Sileſia, and Alſatia, and 
who lived like a miſer, that ſo he 
might amaſs, did not at his death 
leave the half of the property he 
had inherited from his father, and 
which legally deſcended to me, 
although it was torn from me wy 
violence. 

In 1744 he obliged che French 
4 to 


% 


poſt, afterward traverſed the other. 
arm of the Rhine, ſurpriſed two 


and fear throughout. Alfatia. Where 
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do retire beyond the Rhine, ſeized | 
on a fort near” Phillipſburg, ſwam ' 
acroſs" the river with ſeventy pan- 


dours, attacked the fortifications, 


ſlew the Marquis' de Crevecceur 


with his own hand, 2 death he me- 
rited by his negligence, manned the 


Bavarian regiments of - cavalry in 
their camp, and, by this daring ma- 


neeuvre, ſecured the paſſage of the 
Rhine to the whole army, which, 


but for eng would not AD your 
effected. 


His baden then ſpread terror 


ever he came, he laid the country 


under contribution, and, at this 


moment of triumph for the Auſ- 
trian arms, 12 7 himſelf a paſſage 


E 
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on what ſide he pleaſed, to enter. | 
the territories, of France. * 

In September 1744, war Rs 
once more broken out between 
Auſtria and Pruſſia, the imperial 
army was obliged precipitately to 
return, abandon Alſatia, and haſten 
to the ſuccour of the Auſtrian ſtates. | 
Trenck, who had ſo happily open- 
ed the paſſage of the Rhine for 
the army, as gloriouſiy ſucceeded in 
covering its retreats t. 

The hiſtory of Maria Tereſi 
4 what were the damages he 
did the enemy, during the campaign 


of this memorable year. He gave 


very ſignal proofs of his capacity 
and zeal at Tabor and Budweis. 
With three hundred men only, he 
had the boldneſs to attack one of 
thoſe towns, which Was, defended © 
by, the two Pruſſian regiments of 
1 Wal 
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Walrabe, and Kreutz. An enter- 
prize like this, againſt Pruffian 
W ſufficiently; N the 
man. Le 
He found, howlren, that the water | 
in the moats, of the town, was 
deeper than his ſpies had declared 
it to be, and the ſcaling ladders too 
| ſhort : moſt of thoſe led to the attack 
were drowned or killed in the water, 
and the ſmall number that croſſed 
the moats were made priſoners. 
The garriſons of Tabor, of Budweis, 
and that of the caſtle of F rauenberg, 
were, nevertheleſs, induced to ca- 
pitulate, and yield themſelves pri- 
ſoners of war, although the main 
body under Trenck was ſtill more 
than five miles diſta nt. 
His corps did not come Up "oh 
the. morrow, and it was ridiculous 
enough to ſee the pandours dreſſed 
„ n 


rae. 


1 
| 
| 
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in the caps of the Pruſſian fuſileers 


and pioneers,» which they wore 
inſtead of their own, and which 
8 after ward continued to wear. 
Unprejudiced perſons will de- 

termine whether theſe were real 
ſervices rendered to his Empreſs. 

The campaign to him was unin- 
terru ptedly glorious, and the enemy's 
want of light. troops gave free 


: ſcope to his enterprizes, highly to 
their prejudice. His activity was 


inceſſant, and he never returned 
without priſoners. He paſſcd the 


Elbe near Pardubitz, took the ma- 
gazines, and Was himſelf the cauſe 
of the great dearth, and unheard- f 


deſertion, among the Pruſſians, 3 
of that haſty retreats to which they, 
were forced. 
The King was at Colin with his 
head quarters, where I myfelf was 
| ; with 


( 7 Þ 
with him, when Trenck attacked 
the town, which, I preſume, he muſt 
have carried, had he not, on the firſt 
aſſault, been wounded by a cannon 
ball, which ſhattered his right foot. 
He was, therefore, taken away, and 
the attack did not ſucceed. His 

wound was very dangerous. The 
Empreſs-Queen thought proper to 
ſend him a ſurgeon from Vienna. 
The foot was obliged to be all laid 
open; he loſt the ancle bone, and 
even a part of the tibia, and remained 
four months confined to his bed, 
like a furious madman at being ſo 
| long unable to aſſault the enemy, 
whilehis men, without him, remained 
but ſo many cyphers. . 


In 1745 he went to Vienna, 
where his entrance into the city re- 
ſembled a triumph. Every body 
ran to ſee, and wonder at, the Pan- 


K : 2 dour 


g 
1 
! 


dour Frenck, and this. univerſal 
applauſe did but the more increaſe 


the envy of his enemies. The Em- 


preſs-Queen received him with the 


moſt honourable diſtinction. He 


appeared in her preſence vith 
crutches; ſhe obliged him to be 
ſeated, and, by her condeſcending 
ſpeech, inflamed his zeal even t 
extravagance. N 

Who would, in this moment, have 
pe that the favourite of the 
people, the moſt loyal and ardent 


of the ſoldiers of her Majeſty, ſhould. 


chat very ſame year, be cnctaiged 
at Vienna; and that he there ſhould 
vent his groans, abandoned to the 
unlimited power of his enemies ; 
who, collectively, had not rendered, 
during their whole lives, ſo. much 
eſſential ſervice to the Rate, as 
Trenck had done in a ſingle day? 

: Thus 
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Thus does. deſtiny. ſport | with the 
lives and fortunes of men! 
Intoxicated as he was with joy, 
he returned to his eſtate, and raiſed 
eight hundred new recruits, that he 
might, in the following campaign, 
gather new laurels. He rejoined 
the army, obtained whatever he 
aſked at court, and was contitwally 

active, during: the whole ſummer, 
in the executing of inceſſant and 
taburious projects. : | 
At the battle of Senne was 
8 Soughr in Jepwmbir he fell upon 
the Pruſſian camp; and, as I have 
before related, ſeized on the tent 

of the King, and his ſervice of plate; 
but he came an hour too late to 
attack the rear, as had been precon- 
certed. The politic Frederic wil- 
lingly gave up his camp to be plun- 
ee, for the rude Croats, engaged 
X 4 | in 
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in this buſineſs, could not eaſily 
be drawn off to attack the army, 
and the King was prepared to re- 
ceive them, even if they ſhould. ' In 
the mean time, the imperial "wy 
was defeated. |! \ | x 
Here was an open field 6 ha 
enemies of Trenck to incite the 
People againſt him, and render him 
ſuſpected by the court. They pub- 
licly accuſed him of having made 
the King of Pruſſia a priſoner in 
his tent, and of afterward reſtoring 
him to liberty; that he alſo remained 
pillaging the camp, inſtead of at- 
tacking the rear of the army, and 
that he alone thus occaſioned the 
loſs of the battle. His friends 
informed him of what was going 
forward, and that the Kor w 
gathering. 212 294552 
IN having: glorioully| ances : 
the 


C 3 
the campaign, he returned to Vi- 
enna to defend himſelf. Here he 
found, already. aſſembled, three and 
twenty of his officers, whom he had 
caſhiered, and expelled his regiment; 
moſt of them either for cowardice 
or mean actions. Perhaps, among 


them, there might be three or four, 


who had Juſt cauſe of complaint; 
but theſe were poor, and without 
protection. There were, however, 
wicked men enough to be found, 
who. ſuffered themſelves to be ſe- 
duced by the enemies of Trenck, to 
„ bear falſe teſtimony. The military 
| counſellor Weber, and General 
Loewenwalde, had ſworn his down- 
fall, which they effected. Their 
principal view was the ſequeſtration 
of his property, that they might ſe- 
curely fiſh in troubled waters. 
Trenck, who was innocent of any 


K 5 ſtate 
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ſtate crime, defpiſed their attacks. 
While things remained thus, they 
poſted one of the Empreſs's female 
attendants, with inſtructions to 
profit, by every favourable oppor- 
tunity to deprive him of her con- 
fidence: Than this, nothing could 
be more eaſy. It was preſently 
affirmed, Trenck is an atheiſt! 
A libertine ! Who never tells his 
beads! Who never prays to the holy 
virgin! Who never he, indui- 

His Uebsbebedd life was the next 
topic; his barbarities committed in 
the enemy 's country; the unbri- 
dled exceſs of his pandours; his 
robberies in the churches of Bavaria; 


his plunderings, and the vaſt riches 


he had accumulated; all which had 
been PANS, with an evident 
inten- 
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intention of becoming a n. 


rebel in Sclavonia! 


„The oceans he had Wee 
Whiſpered it, in tap· rooms and coffee- 
uſes, that Trenck had taken and 
ſet tres the King of Pruſſia. This 
was ſufficient to raiſe the cry among 
the ſilly and fanatic mob of Vienna. 
Teazed by their complaints, and 
at the requiſition of Trenck him- 
ſeltf, the Empreſs- Queen commanded 
that a legal examination ſhould be 
undertaken of theſe accuſitions: 
Field-marſhal Cordova, a man of 
merit and probity, was choſen to 
preſide over this committee of en- 


quiry. He acquitted himſelf with 


impartiality, ſpoke the truth, and. 


* 


drew up a ſtate of the caſe, which he 


preſented to the nn ant which 1 
— here eite. „ ; Wo | > ö 
"=? | K 0 £2112; 73706 « The 


EY 
« The complaints brought againſt 
0 him were all of a nature not to 
<« require a court-martial. Trenck 
ce had, occaſionally, behayed impro- 
L perly toſome officers, whom he had 
* broken by his own proper au- 
« thority; therefore, their demands 
<« ought to be ſatisfied, by the pay- 
« ment of twelve thouſand florins.” 
te The remaining accuſations were 
te all the vile attempts of revenge 
« and calumny, and were totally 
«inſufficient to detain, at Vienna, 
« entangled in law-ſvits, a man fo+ 


« neceſſary to the army. Moreover, 


« it would be prudent not to en- 
« quire too minutely into trifles, in 
< conſideration Oh his eee 
« ſervices.” | | 


Trenck, difatisfied "s this ſen. 
tence, and animated by avarice and 
refuſed to pay a fingle flo- 


rin, 


(m3 
rin, took "poſt; and retired to _ Fo 
eſtates i in Sclavonia. 16664 
His preſence was n 


* 
Py 
* 


Vienna, to obtain other advantages 


againſt his enemies, whom he de- 
ſpiſed too much, and whom he al- 
ready ſuppoſed conquered. They, 
on the contrary, profiting by every 
occaſion, gave the Empreſs · Queen 
to underſtand, through a third per- 


ſion, that, being a man exceſſively 


dangerous, whenever he ſuppoſed 
himſelf injured, Trenck had, per- 
haps, very pernicious views in Sela- 
vonia, where all were dependent on 
his power. 

Yet what did. my couſin on his 
eſtates ?- He raiſed, ſix. hun- 
dred more men, with ps he ; 
made a glorious campaign in the 
Netherlands, and, in October 1746, . 
returned to Vienna. . well 


a: > | known 
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known that, after the peace of Dreſ- 
den, his regiment. was: incorporated 
among the regulars, and; ſerved 
5 e 21 19 03 $10 SLY -- 
Scarcely had he arrived at Vienna 
before an expreſs order came, from 
remain under arreſt in his chamber. 
Here he rendered himſelf guilty 
by the moſt imprudent action of his 
| whole life, which every man in his 
ſenſes muſt diſapprove, but yet which 
marks the intractability of his cha- 
racter, though it afforded | new artis 
to his enemies. 
1 ordered his moſt aeg 
carriage and beſt horſes, left his 
chamber by his own private autho- 
rity, and, deſpiſing the imperial man- 
date, went publickly to the theatre, 
where the arent, erg was 4 co 
2. | 


. 
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In one of the boxes he ſaw Count 
Gohan, in company with a quondam 
comrade of his own, whom he had | 
caſhiered : theſe honourable perſons 
were among the foremoſt of his ac- 
cuſers. Enflamed with anger and the 
deſire of revenge, he entered the box 
like a madman, ſeized Count Goſſau: 
and would have thrown him into the 
pit, in the preſence of the ſovereign 
herſelf, Goſſau drew his ſword,” and 
endeavoured to run him through, but 
the latter ſeized it, wounding himſelf 
in the hand. Every body ran to ſave 
Goſſau, who was unable to defend | 
| himſelf againſt fo ſavage a giant. 
After this exploit, the grim colonel 
of pandours returned foaming home. f 

Such an action rendered it im- 
5001 ble for Maria Tereſa to declare 
herſelf the protectreſs of a man ſoraſh. 
 Centinels, HT were placed over 

him, 


S 
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** and his: enemies ſo well pro- 
fited by his imprudence and paſſion 
that, in a few days, he was oronred 60 

be tried by a court-martial. _ 

General Loewenwalde- joan 
ſo ſucceſsfully that he procured him- 
ſelf to be named, by the Hofkriegſ- 
rath, preſident. of the court-martial, 
and of the committee of enquiry, and 
to be charged with the ſequeſtration 
of the property of Trenck. In vain 
did the latter proteſt againſt his 
judge. The very man, whom, the 
year before, he had kicked out of the 
anti-chamber of Prince Charles, re- 
ceived full powers to denounce him 


guilty. 
Then was it that, as 1 Ks before 


ſaid; public notice was given that 
all thoſe who would come and pre- 
fer complaints, or bear witneſs againſt 
Colonel Baron Trenck, ſhould re- 

ceive 


K 2% 
ceive a ducat per, day, while the 
council continued to fit. | How 
quickly complain ants would increaſe 
may _calily be imagined ll They 
ſoon amounted to fifty: four, the ma- 
jor part of whom had merited the 
pillory, and who, in the ſpace of 
four months, received fifteen thou - 
ſand florins, deducted an Ln pro- 
perty of Trenck. 31012 1 ian 
The jud ge himſelf nh the 
depoſitions of falſe. witneſſes ; and 1 
here declare, upon my honour, that 
Count Loewenwalde offered me a 
thouſand ducats, if 1 would betray 
the ſecrets of my couſin; and that 
he farther promiſed me I ſhould 
very ſoon be put in poſſeſſion of my 
confiſcated eſtates in Pruſſia, and = 
rats a company in a regiment. 

A proſecution, managed; by ſuch 
| judges ur by ſuch witneſſes, 


2 Ls 1 8 muſt, 


* 
o 
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muſt, of neceſſity, be for the . 


teous purpoſe of obtaining juſtice 


: the reviſion of the proceſs of [Frenck 
will prove, that more than forty 
manifeſtly falſe oaths e on . 


| occaſion, ſworn; 


fitting, that" the battle of Sorau had 
been loſt through his negligenee. 


Trenek was accuſed, on * Rs 5 


This accuſation he proved to be 
falſe, by a written teſtimony under 


the hand of Prince CHarles himſelf] 


who declared that the officer of ar- 


tillety, ſent witlt the order for Trenck | 
to march to the attack, had Toft him- 
felf, and that he did not arrive till 


gan. This proof Ie Highly irritated 
Count Loewenwalde that he broke 


out into injurious expreſſions againſt 


Prince E harles. Frenck, who loved 


. | Th * and 


\ 
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and honoured his benefactor, became 
ſo furious that he inſtantly ſeized 
the preſident by the throat, toſſed 
72 him up as a tiger would a cat, car- 


F ried. him to the window, which he 
opened, and would certainly have 
daſhed him headlong from the fourth 
ſtory, had not pe; | preſent 
flew e fn, i 


#&3-% * 2111 


The guard entered, Trenck was 


immediately conducted: to the mili- 


tary houſe of correction, and chain- 


ed hand and foot, as a malefactors 


chained. by that very foot which; ts 


ſhort. a time before, had been ſhat- 


tered in the ſervice of his ſovereign, 


and which was not then entirely 


cured, His behaviour was unfaith- 

fully related at court; this ſentence 
| of impriſonment was confirmed;.and; 
from that time, Trenck was obliged 


to e like a criminal, 


before | 


* 
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before his enemies, to wan falſe 
accuſations. | 


That the Rive; and Gch 


aminations of the witneſſes, were fal- 


ſified, has already been legally prov- - 
ed in the reviſion of the cauſe ; but, 


as the indictment did not contain 5 


one ſingle article that could affect 
his life, they invented the following 


| firatagem, as I here pledge my | ho- 


nour to prove. 

A public courtezan, the miſtreſs of | 
Baron Rippenda, who was a member 
of the court-martial, was bribed, and 
made oath ſhe was the:daughter of 
Count Schwerin, field-marſhal in 
the Pruſſian ſervice, and that ſhe 
was in bed with the King of Pruſſia, 
when Trenck ſurpriſed the camp, 
at Sorau, made her and the King 
Priſoners, and reſtored them their 
freedom. 8 She even ventured to 


e name 
- 
i 
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name Baron Hilaire, aidrde camp 
to Frederick, who, ſhe affirmed wa 
then preſe 3 8 


Hilaire, Vw n 333 han 


a the Baroneſs *Lillier, and who con- 
; ſequently was brother-in-law to 
Trenez fortunately happened to 
be in Vienna. He was confronted 
with this woman, and her falſe- 
hood became evident. That wore 
thy gentleman was, nevertheleſs, 
© obliged to remain in priſon, Where 
they ſecretly offered him bribes, 5 
which he refuſed to accept; and, as 15 
it was neceſſary to prevent his ſpeak- 
ing, he continued in priſon ſome © 
weeks, and was. not releaſed til | by. 
a reviſion of the fir, this ſhameful 
| proceeding was made public. 8 St 
Notwithſtanding my having. I 
lated tke adventure of this fine lady, 
in the hiſtory of * own life, yet 1 
Sal 


- 
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ſhall be pardoned the repetition, in 
this brief life of Francis Baron 
Trenck, to which it properly be- 
longs: it is neceſſary. The greater 
Part of the nobility of Vienna con- 
tinue in the erroneous belief that 
Trenck was juſtly condemned, for 
offences againſt the ſtate, to the 
Spielberg, and that his eſtates were 
legally confiſcated. As this is ab- 
ſolutely falſe, and is no where on 
record, I am obliged here to he 
ſomewhat more diffuſe, and to. re- 
peat circumſtances that have been 
told before. 

The ſtupid pe bets 
continued to exclaim that Trenck 
was a traitor to his country; and I 
myſelf, although he has been dead 
theſe forty years, have been obliged 
to hear this diſhonourable reproach 


| 


repeated 


n) 
repeated various times in ien, 
in Vienna. * g 
Count L e! n BET, winged ; 
ther infernal artifice: he drew up 
a falſe indictment, having taken care 
to give orders that none of Trenck's 
friends ſhould have admiſſion to him; 
and, that he might be prevented all 
means of juſtification, or of diſcover- 
ing the deceit, he choſe a day, to put 
it in practice, when the Emperor and 
Prince Charles were gone to hunt at 
_ Holitzſch. Loewenwalde's court- 
martial had already ſigned a ſentence 
of death, and every preparationfor the 
immediate erecting of a ſcaffold was 
made. His intention was then to go 
to the Empreſs-Queen, and induce 
her to ſign the ſentence, under a 
pretence that there was ſome immi- 
nent peril at hand, if a man ſo dan- 
gerous to the ſtate was not imme- 
W 


it anns 1. 


a put out of the way, and that 
it would be neceſſary to execute the 
ſentence of death durin gnight, before 
the Emperor could return. He well 
knew the Emperor was better ac- 
quainted with T renck, and had e ever 
been his protector. 
Had this diabolical plan ſucceed- 
ed, Trenck would have died Hike a 
traitor; the moſt noble Miſs Schwerin 
would have eſpouſed the aid- du- camp 
of Count Loewenwalde, with a por- 
tion of fifty thouſand florins, taken 
from the funds of Trenck, and his 
property would undoubtedly have 
been divided between his judges and 
his accuſers. Fr. 
As it happened, however, the va- 
Jet-de-chambre of Count Loewen- 
walde, who, on ſome occaſions, was 
an honeſt man, and who had an in- 


= timacy with a former miſtreſs ul 


Trenck, 


1 

Trenck, confided the whole ſecret 
to her. She immediately flew to 
Colonel Baron Lopreſti, who was 
the ſincere friend of my kinſman, 
and, being then rich, and powerful 
at court, was, on that occaſion, his 
deliverer. The Emperor and Prince 
Charles were informed of what was in 
agitation, but they thought proper 
to keep the ſecret. The hunting at 
Holitzſch took place vn the appoint- 
ed day. Count Loewenwalde made 
his appearance before the Empreſs- 
Queen, and ſolicited her to ſign the 
ſentence. She, however, had been 


pre- informed, the Emperor unex- 


pectedly returned on the ſame day, 
and their abominable project proved 
abortive. The fraud was clearly 
demonſtrated to Maria Tereſa; the 
ſelf-called Miſs Schwerin was im- 
priſoned; Loewenwalde was deprived 

of his power, as well as of the ſe- 
Vol. III. 3 queſ- 


* 
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queſtration'of the effects of Trenck ; 
a total reviſion of the proceedings of 
the court - martial, and of the proſe- 
cution of my couſin, was ordered, 
- which was an event that, till chen, 
was unexampled at Vienna. 
is affairs, after this, took another 

turn: Trenck was reed from his 
fetters, and was removed to the arſe- 
nal, where he was allowed four 
chambers, an officer to guard him, 
and every convenience he could wiſh. 
He was alſo permitted the uſe of 
a counſellor, and to defend his cauſe, 
I obtained, myſelf, by the influence 
of the Emperor, leave to viſit him at 
all times, and to aid him in all things. 
It was at this epocha that I, 
having recently eſcaped from the pri- 
ſon of Glatz, arrived at Vienna, and, 
at this very inſtant, when the reviſion 
of the proſecution was commanded, 
and determined on, Count Loewen- 
35 5 walde, 


EQ... > Ne 
walde, ſuppoſingme aneedy, thought- 


leſs youth, endeavoured to bribe me, 
and prevail on me to Vue my kinſ- | 


„man; 
Prince Charles of 1 then 
defired me ſeriouſly to - repreſent to 

Trenck that his avarice had been 

the cauſe of all theſe troubles, he 

having refuſed to pay the paltry ſum _ 
of twelve thouſand florins, by which 
he might eaſily have ſilenced all his 
accuſers; but that, at preſent, affairs 
had become ſo very ſerious, he 
ought himſelf to ſecure his judges 
for the reviſion of the ſuit; to ſpare 

no money, and then he might. be 
certain of every protection the prince 
could afford. 

The pech Field- iat Ko- 
ai et, governor of Vienna, was 
appointed preſident; but being an 

old man, almoſt ſuperannuated, and 
tormented by the gout, he was 

L 2 un- 


Calo þ 
unable to preſide. at any one ſitting 
of the court. Count S——— was 
the vice-preſident, a ſubtle, inſa- 
tiable judge, who never thought he 
had money enough. I myſelf taok 
three thouſand ducats, which Baron 
Lopreſti gave me, agreeably to the 
deſire of Trenck, to this moſt wor- 
thy counſellor. 

The two counſellors, Komerkanſ- 
quy and Zetto, each received four 
thouſand rix-dollars, in advance, 
with a promiſe of double the ſum 
were Trenck acquitted, and his ac- 
cuſers baniſhed Auſtria, 

The other members appointed for 
this reviſion were of ſmall import- 
ance ; they were merely the echoes 
of whatever the three firſt pro- 
nounced. e 85 

In conſequence, there was a formal 
contract drawn up, which a certain 
noble lord ſecretly ſigned. 


. 


1 
The reader will well ſuppoſe "er 
the affairs of Trenck began to wear 
a much more favourable aſpect. He 
was defended, on the criminal part of 
the proſecution, by the advocate Ger- 
hauſer, and, on the civil, by Berger. 
They began with. the ſelf- ap- 
pointed daughter of Marſhal Schwe- 
rin; and, to conceal the iniquitous 
proceedings of the late court- martial, 
it was thought proper that ſhe ſhould 
act inſanity, and return incoherent 
anſwers to the queſtions put by the 
examiner. Trenck inſiſted that a 
more ſevere enquiry ſnould be in- 
ſtituted; and they affirmed that ſhe 
had been conducted out of the Auſ- 
trian territories. | 
Six years after this event, I met 
with her at Brunn, when Trenck 
was dead. She had married a menial 
perſon, and owned ſhe had been in- 
„ duced 
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N to play this part by the valet 
de chambre of Count Loewenwalde, 


from whom ſhe had received a bribe 


of five hundred florins. * / 


My intention was, on my return to 
Brunn, to oblige her to make legal 


oath of this; but her huſband had 


been guilty of a theft, and they had 
both abſconded. 
I am now grieved at my own neg- 
ligence: I might have vindicated the 
honour of Trenck, and have con- 
vinced the Empreſs of the truth. 
However, Loewenwalde was dead, 
and, therefore; it was of the leſs con- 


ſequence, It is a fact, well worthy 
remark, that, neither in the records 


of the court-martial, nor in thoſe of 
this reviſion of the cauſe, is there 
one word to be found concerning the 
noble lady, Miſs Schwerin. 
Raſcality and wickedneſs, ſo ma- 


elt 22 a, judge, ought to have been 


Pro- a 
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proclaimed aloud by the herald at 
arms, and publiſhed in all the ga- 
z⁊ettes of Vienna; and the ſelf- created 

miſtreſs of the great Frederic, chained 
to her ſuborner, ought to have been 
exhibited on a public ſcaffold. Her 
pretended inſanity was no juſtifica- 
tion of the court- martial. Trenck 
required ſne ſnould be produced be- 
fore the court of reviſion, but in- 
eſſectu aß. 1% 45-4109) 

Oh ſhame upon that Chriſtian mo- 
narchy, where men, who have rendered 
ſervices ſo great to their country, as 
thoſe my kinſman had.rendered, are 
liable to treatment like this! What 
are the means an upright man muſt 
purſue, in ſuch ſtates, to obtainjuſtice? 
1 ſhall now inſert another of the 
articles of this criminal proceſs. 

Trenck was accuſed that he had 
ordered. a certain pandour, named, 


L * Paul 
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Paul Diack, to ſuffer the an 
of a thouſand blows, and that he had 
died under the puniſhment. This 
was ſworn to by two officers, then 
his accuſers, now great men in the 
army, who, in their depoſitions, ſaid 
they were eye-witneſles of the fact. 
Although many men 1n the regu- 
lars have died under theſe kind of 
military puniſhments, and no accu- 
ſation was ever brought againſt the 
inflicters, I will, yet, relate what . 
in this inſtance, the truth. thei 
When the reviſion of the fuit hea 
gan, Trenck ſent me into Sclavonia, 
where I'found the dead Paul Diack 
alive and merry, and brought. him to 
Vienna, He was examined by the 
court, where it appeared that the 
two. officers, who had ſworn they 
were preſent when he expired, and 
bad ſeen him en were, at that 
time, - 


* 


(. 3 
time, a hundred and ſixty miles from 
the regiment, and recruiting in Scla- 
vonia. Paul Diack had been en- 
gaged in Nota. and had mutinied 
three times. Trenek had pardoned 
him, as he was an extremely uſeful 
ſoldier, one of the banditti; but, af- 
terward mutinying once more with 
forty others, he was condemned to 
death. At the place of execution he 
called to his colonel, «Father, if 1 
ce receive a thouſand blows, will you 
ct pardon me?” Trenck replied in the 
affirmative. He received the puniſh- 
ment, was taken to the hoſpital, 
cured; and, on this occaſion, proved 
the perjury of the accuſers ** 
Trenck. 3 
1 brought with me fourteen more 
witneſſes from Sclavonia, who at- | 
teſted the falſity of other articles m2 
accuſation, which in themſelves were | 


Ls little 
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little worthy of attention. The cauſe 


wore a new aſpect; it was impoſſible 
to ſubſtantiate any one of the crimi- 
nal charges, and the wickedneſs of 
thoſe, who were ſo deſirous to have 


ſeen him executed, became N 


rent. 
They alſo accuſed him of having 


robbed and murdered 'a dealer' in 


ſecond-hand trinkets and laces, in 


Vienna, who was found ſtrangled; - 


and, ſoon "afterward, the man who 


had committed the crime was diſ- 


covered, and broken upon the wheel. 
Such was the treatment of a man 
who had endured all hardſhips, ſuf- 


fered all pains, had watched day and 


night, been in the field winter and 
ſummer, and, with unſhaken zeal, 
and incredible labour, had ſupported, 


fought for, bled for, me houſe of 


Auſtria, 


I ap- 


- 
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1 appeal to all the noble nation of 
Hungary; 3 T appeal to tlie whole 
world, whether the pandours of 
Tieck behaved,” in the wars in. 
which they \ were engaged, like that 
paltry corps which they have been 
repreſented to be at Vienna. Since 
the time that they have been on the 
eſtabliſhment of the regulars of the 
Hungarian infantry, it! is certain that, 

in thirty years, they have not deſtroy- 
ed ſo many enemies, taken ſo many 
towns, levied ſo many contributions, 

or made ſo many priſoners, as they 
did, when commanded by Trenck, 
in one year. Paſt ſervices are ever 
forgotten, and, as to future, they are 
ever uncertain, The tactics of Trenck 
were very different from thoſe of the 
preſent day. Some one of our mo- 
dern holiday generals will ſay, when 
they are Res: imaginary trenches. 
1 1 6 at. 
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at a review What was Trenck? 
« He was but a pandour ! His regi- 
* ment could not be capable of any 
« eſſential ſervice, except it had been 
te taught our preſent tactics.“ So let 
them ſay; for my part, Iamperſuaded 
Trenck was much wanted during 
the ſeven years war, and certainly 
the pandours were much leſs ſpoken 
of than when the man, who formed 
them, wielded at their head his pa- 
triotic fabre for the glory of the 
houſe of Auſtria, and manceuvred, 
on the field of battle, according to . 
his practical tactics. 

May every inſulted country. 1 
many Trencks as defenders ! Certain 
it is that the tottering throne of 
Maria Tereſa was moſt ably ſup- 
ported by. the Preſent * N- 
cours, h 


f | 
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One of the moſt capital articles 
in the proſecution, and which for 
ever deprived him of favour or 
commiſeration from his virtuous and 
apoſtolic miſtreſs, and for which 
alone he was condemned to the 
Spiclberg, was that he had raviſhed 
the daughter of a miller in Sileſia, 
This was made oath. of, and he was 
not entirely, cleared of the charge i in 
the reviſion, becauſe his accuſers had 
excluded all means of juſtification. 
Two years, however, after his death, 
I likewiſe diſcovered the truth of this 
affair. The author of this wicked 
artifice was Major Manſtein, one of 
our firſt couſins, on whom he had 
heaped fayours, whom he had re- 
lieved from the deepeſt diſtreſs, and 
raiſed to the rank of major in his regi- 
ment, when he had only been four years | 
in the ſervice, T his Manſtein was vile 
ee = enough 


3 
enough to accuſe him of ſuch a crime 
that he might prevent his return to 
the 1 regiment; his motive was, be- 
cauſe that he, in conjunction with the 
quarter-maſter, Frederici, had appro- 


priated,to their own purpoſes, eighty⸗ 
four thouſand florins of the” regi- 


74 


mental money. Gs e Sie-tage 
No ſooner ſhould Tieick de dead 
than he might be accuſed of this em- 
bezzlement. Yet it is certain that 
this miller's virgin was the miſtreſs 
of Manſtein, before he had ever 
been ſcen by Trenck. The virtuous 
Tereſa, however, would never for- 
give him; and, in order to ſatisfy the 
honour of this diſtreſſed damſel, he 
was condemned to pay eight thou-. 
ſand florins to her, and fifteen thou- | 
ſand to the cheſt of the invalids, and, 
moreover, to perpetual impriſon- 
ment. | . 
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Sixty EY three civil ſuits had 1 tc 
defend, and all the appeals of his 
accuſers to terminate, after his death. 
I gained them all, and his worthy 
accuſers were condemned in colts, 
as well as to refund the ſo much per 
day, which had been paid them by 
General Loewenwalde, but they were 
all poor, and I might ſeek the money 
where I could. In juſtice, Loewen- 
walde ought to have reimburſed me, 
The total of the ſum they received 
amounted to about fifteen thouſand 
Brin, to me for ever loſt, 5 
Never had it before been heard of 
that any judge decreed payment to a 
plaintiff before it was allowed by the 
court that his demand was, legal. So 
it was, however, in the Trenck cauſe; 
nor was any judge puniſhed, any 
retribution made, after the illegality 
of che act had been demonſtrated. 


What 
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What reader but muſt ſhudder at 
ſuch practices ? What muſt be his 
thoughts concerning the adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice at Vienna? I ſhould for 
ever have concealed this ſhameful 


ſtory, had not the honour of my de- 
ceaſed kinſman required the world 
ſhould be informed of the treatment 
we mutually received. Tis now forty 
years ſince this happened, and no re- 
muneration has been made; but, 
ſhould any one read this, who has 
acceſs to the reigning Emperor, it 
may be poſſible he will doe my child- 
ren juſtice. The poſſeſſors of the 
Trenck eſtates may, perhaps, be no 
longer authoriſed to enjoy what they 
cannot be juſtified in keeping by the 
laws of Hungary. 

Moſt of the other criminal articles 
of accuſation conſiſted in Trenck's | 
having beheaded ſome mutinous pan- 
dours, 
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dours, and broken his officers with 
out a court- martial; that he had 
bought of his ſoldiers, and melted 
down the holy veſſels of the church, 
chalices and roſaries; had baſtinadoed 
ſome prieſts; had not heard maſs 
every Sunday, and had violently 
dragged malefactors from certain 
convents, i in which they had when 
refuge. 
A partiſan, omni of an un- 
diſciplined corps, might well be ex- 
culpated from ſunilar complaints, 
and the officers, whom he had caned 
when they retreated to the rear, and 
ſKulked from the fire of the enemy; 
were ſoon all ſilent when the wit- 
neſſes of Trenck were allowed to ap- 5 
pear before the court. When they 
were no longer protected, either by 
Loewenwalde, or Weber, they de- 
e we beatof drum. They, 
never - 
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nevertheleſs, did not ceaſe to labour, 
under the auſpices of one more 
powerful than themſelves, to purſue 
their purpoſe, which they attained 
by the aid of the court confeſſor. 
This holy monk found means to 
render the holy Maria Tereſa in- 
ſenſible of pity, toward a man who 
had been ſo prodigal of his red in 
her defence. 

Trenck was guilty of another 
capital error. Elated at the expecta- 
tion of certain victory, and affured, 
by his friends among the judges, of 
being acquitted about Eaſter, 1748, 
he cauſed the hiſtory of his life to be 
printed at Franekfort, in which he 
not only expoſed his former judges, 
but, by certain phraſes, gave thoſe, 
who were his partiſans in the court 
of reviſion, reaſon to ſuſpect they al- 
fo ſhould be betrayed, when they 

| were 
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were no longer uſeful. Gerhaver, 


his advocate, had, in ſuch caſe, every N 
the inſtrument of bribing the mem 


bers. Gerhauer required the pay- 
ment of two thouſand ducats before 


the inſtrument of acquittal ſhould be | 


executed; and the avaricious. Trenck, 
who ſuppoſed himſelf ſecure, aunts 


him only one hundred. Judgment was, 


in conſequence, delayed, Loewen- 


walde knew well to profit by the 
opportunity. Gerhauer diſcovered 
the whole ſecret proceedings; and 
Loewenwalde, deeply intereſted in 


the ruin of Trenck, went to the Em- 
preſs, related the manner in which the 
judges had been bribed, and threat- 
ened that, ſnould he, through the pro- 
tection of the Emperor, and Prince 


Charles, be declared innocent, he 


would chen publicly vindicate the 


Honour 
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honour of the late court-martial. On 
this occaſion he attempted to. bribe 
me, to diſcover what the particulars 
of the contract were between · Trenck 
and his judges; I deſpiſed him, 
however, too much. Nay, I knew 
that, in concert with the lieutenant 
of the police, Mannagetta, he had 

planned my impriſoament on my 
firſt arrival at Vienna, pretending 
that, Trenck having taken the King 
of Pruſſia priſoner, Frederic had 
ſent me to his aſſiſtance, and I was 
privately to have been kept in con- 
finement till ſentence had been paſ= 
ſed on my kinſman, This was dif- 
covered by the Baron Lopreſti, juſt 
| when the artifice of Miſs Schwerin 
was in agitation, and when the whole 


plan was rendered abontive by: the 
Emperor, 


| 


L When 
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When I had forſaken my Jan: 
gerous relation, as I have ſaid in the 
firſt volume, and when, fearing his 
| ingratitude, other of his friends, alſo, 
had deſerted him, among whom was 
Prince Charles himſelf, the noble 
company of his accuſers had then an 
open field ; his advocate durſt ſpeak 
no more; the reviſion of his cauſe 
was interrupted, and an arret was 
iſſued, on the 2oth of Auguſt, that he 
ſhould be perpetually confified, as a 
ſtate priſoner, in the Spielberg. His 
property, however, remained in ſe- 
queſtration, nor was he deprived of 
it, but gave orders, and examined 
the accounts of his TOO to the 
day of his death. #2] 
Thus he fell the victim of a co- 
vetous and evil heart. . His reviſion 
' judges had ſtript him of more than 
_ fifty thouſand rix-dollars, and, at laſt, 
fearing 
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fearing detection from him, aban- 

doned him, to ſecure themſelves. 
Such are the. principal circum- 
ſtances of the proſecution of Trenck, 
which once was ſo much the ſubject 
of | converſation in Vienna. Many 
. trembled, many profited. I have this 
way had ſorrowful cauſe to know 
what judges are. His wretched ava- 
rice deterred him from making ſome 
trifling ſacrifices, thereby to ſecure 
the remainder of his fortune, recover 
his liberty, and attain to the higheſt & 
honours. | X 
He wiſhed 1 to have eſcaped Goin 
the Spielberg, but this he could not 
- accompliſh. Had he followed my 
plan of flight, which I propoſed, 
when he was confined in the arſenal 
of Vienna, he would ſcarcely have 
died! in priſon, nor ſhould 1 have lain 
| fettered 
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fettered i in the dungeon of s 
burg. | 

Far from e any ik as 
wel: he had amaſſed during the 
war, he did not leave me the half of 
that property which fully reverted 
to me by right, as his father's heir, 
and which ought to have remained 
inviolate, although even the ſon 
ſhould have rendered himſelf guilty 
of a crime againſt the ſtate; of no 
ſuch crime, however, was he guilty. 

This hiſtory of my life, printed as 
well at Vienna, as at Berlin, with 
the uſual licence and privilege, will 


remain with my children, in juſtifi- 


cation of the honour. of our name, 
and as a baſis on which, ſoon or late, 
: they may eſtabliſh their rights in 
Hungary, when times and circum- 
ſtances ſhall become more favour- 
able. Preſcription there cannot have 
„ | e : place, 
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place, for not the laws, but power, 
illegally exerted, has paſſed ſentence. 
Whenever the ſovereign will per- 
mit them to make legal proof, 
then will they reimburſe the unlaw- 
ful purchaſers the original ſim 
paid by them. The court will be no 
loſer, and the preſent poſſeſſors will 
have enjoyed the revenues of forty 
years, which amount to ſome millions 
of florins. Yes, then will my children 
become the rightful lords of Pleter- 
nitz, Preſtowack, Nuſtar, Pakratz, 
and Velika, with more than one 
hundred and thirty villages. Trenck 
inherited a hundred and eighty thou- 
ſand florins from his father; had op- 
portunities to acquire a million, 
while I, for my oyn part, have only 
inherited from him eighty thouſand 
florins. No proof can be more clear 
of his having been plundered. 

3 | Find- 
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Finding his project of eſcaping 
from the Spielberg fruſtrated, and 
all hope cut off, this chief of the 
pandours determined on death. I 
have before related the manner of 
this death, of his having ſent for a 
confeſſor, informed him Saint Fran- 
cis had appeared to him, that he 
diſpatched this capuchin confeſſor to 
Vienna, and on the morrow ſaid, 
God be praiſed, my departure is 
< certain, for my confeſſor is dead, 
« and has appeared to me;“ that 
the confeſſor actually was dead, that 
he ſummoned the officers, ſhaved his 
head like a monk, confeſſed public- 
ly, preached a ſermon an hour long, 
exhorted all his hearers to a holy 
life, ſmiled at all earthly good, went 
to prayers, ſlept trfinquilly, roſe the 
next morning, prayed again, took 
out his watch about noon, and ſaid, 
VoL, III, M « Praiſe 7 
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* Praiſe be to the Almighty, the 
< hour draws nigh;“ that thoſe, who 
laughed at his impudent impoſture, 
yet were amazed to ſee his face grow 
pale; that he ſupported his head on 
his hands, prayed at his table, re- 
mained motionleſs with his eyes 
open; that the clock ſtruck twelve, 
they ſhook him, but found he was 
actually dead; that miracle was then 
the univerſal cry, and that Saint Fran- 
cis had deſcended and carried off the 
pandour Trenck into Paradiſe, I 
have ſaid that all this had been per- 
formed by the ſecret of the poiſoned 
water of Tofana ; have further added 
that the laſt ambition of Trenck 
was to rank high in the calendar; 
that, perceiving he could no longer 
be the richeſt and firſt of men, he 
wiſhed to be the greateſt of ſaints ; 


that he 1 5 he ſhould perform 
| _ miracles 
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- miracles after his death, for he had 
built a chapel, founded a perpetual 
maſs, and bequeathed fix thouſand) 
florins to the Capuchins®; that he 
expired in the thirty-fourth year of 
his age, after having been the 
ſcourge of Bavaria, whoſe inhabi- 
tants will ſcarcely ever, in their lita- 
nies, intreat Saint Trenck to be their 
mediator at the throne of Grace; 
that he lived the tyrant and enemy 
of the human race, and died a holy 
ſcoundrel. 

I ſhall terminate this article by 
frankly ſpeaking, without diſguiſe, 
my thoughts concerning my coulin, 
and his fate. With reſpect to indi- 
viduals, whom he robbed to enrich 


* He has been but forty years dead, and 
bas worked miracles in Bremen, which the 
father guardian relates with uplifted eyes. His 

body is affirmed ſtill to remain incorruptible. 
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himſelf, innocent men, whom he 
maſſacred, either to obtain their pro- 
perty, or in the blood-thirſty field 
of war, and many other worthy peo- 
ple whom he made miſerable ; with 
reſpect to his own father, aged 
eighty- four, and his beauteous and 
virtuous wife, whom he treated with 
brutal barbarity ; with reſpe& to 
myſelf, to the duties of conſanguini- 
ty, and of man, he merited puniſh- 
ment, the purſuit of the avenging 
arm of juſtice, and to be extirpated 

from all human fociety. 
Thus conſidered, his condemnation 
to the Spielberg was, indeed, moſt 
merciful. His name ought eter- 
_ nally to be eraſed from the annals of 
the friends of men, and the lovers of 
virtue. The cruelties he committed 
are, to this hour, daily lamented with 
tears; and the ſighs of the wretched, 
| ON 
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on whom he had no pity, unceaſi ngl7 
accuſe him before the throne of God. 
His memory, throughout all Bava- 

la, muſt ever be held in abhorrence. 
1 am almoſt tempted myſelf to utter 
maledictions over the aſhes of a man 
who lived for himſelf alone, inſenſi- 
ble to the groans of calamity ; who 
treated friend and enemy with like 
cruelty, and, though I forbear this, 
ſtill muſt I for ever lament and curſe 
the woes to which he left me heir. 
Had he worn a crown, he would, 
perhaps, have been like Cæſar, a 
conqueror; and like Amurath, a 
barbarian. Happily for man all ty- 
rants are not kings. 

But, with reſpect to the Auſtrian 
monarchy, and as the hero of the 
Croats, he merited a mauſoleum, 
the epitaph of gratitude, and the 
trophies of honour. At leaſt, he 
5 M3 ought 
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ought to have been protected by that 
ſtate, in defence of which he was ſo 
loyal, ſo ſerviceable, ſo indefatigable, 
ſo daring; whereas, in that very ſtate, 
he fell the victim of envy, and of the 
moſt hateful avarice. 
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ALEXANDER SCHELL, 


WHO, AN OFFICER OF THE GUARD, IN 
Arz, DELIVERED ME FROM PRISON, 
ON THE 26th OF DECEMBER, 1746, 
AND DESERTED IN MY COMPANY. 


WRITTEN AS A 


SUPPLEMENT TO MY OWN HISTORY. 


P R E F A 


— 


A Great perſonage of Berlin, to 
whom 1 related the adventures of 
Alexander Schell, a lieutenant in the 
Pruſſian ſervice, was deſirous to ſee 
them publiſhed ; and this is a. taſk 

E the more freely undertake, becauſe 
I perfectly recolle& thoſe incidents 
which I ſhall inſert related by himſelf, 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1776. His let- 
ters and poems J have loſt, three of 
the former only excepted, which 
will be hereafter read. The jour- 
nal of our travels through Poland, 
„ ͤ J ' written 
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written by him, I have inſerted in 
the firſt volume of this work. 
I have faithfully depicted his vir- 
tues and his defects; and, ſhould the 
cold miſanthrope diſdain ſuch nar- 
ratives, I ſhall, nevertheleſs, have the 
ſatisfaction of knowing that the at- 
tention of readers leſs rigorous will 
be fixed by the originality of his 
chara&er, and that they will pardon 
' ſome of the weakneſſes of humanity, 
| remembering. the goodneſs - of his 
heart, and his other eſtimable qua- 
lities. . 
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ANECDOTES 


OF THE LIFE OF _- : 


ALEXANDER SCHELL. 


\ LEXANDER Schell, whoſe 
hiſtory is ſo intimately con- 
nected with my own, and which my 
readers may wiſh to peruſe, was of a 
good family, of the circle of Suabia. 
His mother was of the houſe of 
Eowenſtein > his father was reduced 
to poverty, by an unfortunate law 
ſuit. This is all that I knowof: his 
origin. Schell, the ſon, of whom I 
ſpeak, entered into the Pruſſian ſers | 
vice, in the regiment of Wurtem- 
355 M 6. "—_ 
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burg, which the duke beſtowed on 

the king. | 
In conſequence of ſome quarrels, 
and other youthful pranks, he, in the 
year 1744, was ſent to the garriſon 
regiment of Mütſchefall. 

It is well known that theſe kind 
of changes are moſt ſenſibly felt by 
Pruſſian officers, who never become 
ſoldiers that they may grow grey 
behind the walls of a fortreſs, in 
company with invalids, and men 
acknowledged worthleſs, Schell, 
who, in reality, was far from one of 
the latter, could not but be exceed- 
ingly diſſatisfied with his ſtate; he 
wiſhed nothing more than a favour- 
able occaſion to deſert. From his 

family he received nothing, and his 

wants were many. He was much 
| addicted to ſtudy, but his amorous 
| „„ . 
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diſpoſition and inconſtancy kept his 
pockets continually empty. 

His chagrin may well be imagin- 
ed, when he beheld himſelf a lieu- 
tenant in a garriſon battalion, with 
an income fo trifling, without con- 
ſolation for the preſent, or * 

for the future. 

He, therefore, determined to fly 
from Glatz, the very firſt opportuni- 
ty that ſhould offer. To this it muſt 
be added that General Fouquet, 
governor of that citadel, was his 
perſecutor, and put him under arreſt 
for the moſt trifling fault; eſpecially 
after Schell had compoſed a ſatire, 
which was every where circulated, 
on the amorous intercourſe between 
the daughter of the general, and the 
town- major Doo. 

It was at this very time, and at a 
moment when he feared he ſhould 


be 
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be arreſted for debt, that Lieutenant 
Bach propoſed to him to ſupply me 
with the means of flight, and thus 
to procure himſelf a ſupporter, by 
rendering me ſerviee. 
His heart was good and compaſ- 
ſionate: he had long been affected 
by my mis fortune, yet, however, he 
afterward avowed that the motive, 
which principally decided him to 
aid my eſcape, was the deſire of thus 
revenging 1 on General Fou- 
quet. 
Mere not theſe circumſtances ex- 
plained, every man muſt be affoniſh- 
ed to read, in my hiſtory, that a per- 
ſon, to whom I was unknown, who 
was under no obligations to me, 
ſhould determine, while himſelf an 
officer on guard over me, to fly, in 
mid-day, with a priſoner of ſtate, 
and thus to expoſe himſelf to an 
i 


„ 
infamous and certain death, had he 
been taken. It may be added, there 
never was a more imprudent, nor a 
more daring, undertaking. 

We conceived an inclination and 
friendſhip for each other on our firſt 
converſation, and he further hoped 
to make his fortune by my means, 
We were betrayed, as I have related ; 
a friend gave him information of 
this, and he might have eſcaped by 
himſelf, but he had promiſed to 
' reſtore me to freedom. He, like- 
wiſe, might have reflected that, hav- 
ing neither money nor reſource, he 
would find himſelf in a foreign 
country, and in the moſt deplorable 

of ſituations. In great danger, he 
wanted neither courage nor forti- 
| tude, He was naturally inconſi- 
derate, and always yielded to the 
firſt emotion, abandoning himſelf to 
- = RS. chance, 
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chance. His honour, likewiſe, was 
engaged to keep his word with me: 
and theſe circumſtances, all united, 
induced him to take the deſperate | 
reſolution of dying, or eſcaping in 
my company. He daringly faced 
danger, preſerved his preſence of 
mind, and, aided by him, I executed 
an enterprize, whieh, becauſe it was 
ſucceſsful, has been more admired 
than blamed. 

Never yet, however, did 1 find 
another man who had the courage, 

or the friendſhip, for me, to perform. 
a like action. i 

On our return from Thorn to Vi- 
enna, we paſſed through Warſaw, 
where we made ſome ſtay. Schell 
left me in the afternoon, and return- 


ed late to our lodging, without 
ſpeaking aword concerning where he 


H. * been, or — he had done. | 
6 On | 
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On wo: morrow we went to Cra- 


cow; it happened to be the time of 


the fair, and J determined to ex- 
change the horſe of Schell, becauſe he 
was lame. *© Since the horſe will be 
ce yours,” ſaid I, * it is but right that 
% you ſhould pay the additional mo- 
e ney in exchange.” Schell imme- 
diately burſt into a laugh, took out 
his empty purſe from his pocket, and 
ſaid, “ J left all my money at the 
©« billiard-table at Warſaw; when 
© my horſe can go no farther, I will 
ce follow you on _— I neither want 
© horſe nor money.” 

I was ſurpriſed at this NO of 
thoughtleſs folly; but what was to be 
done? I could only pay the money 
in exchange, and we journeyed on 
to Vienna. Here a new misfortune 
befel this horſe ; when Schell wanted 
money, and intended to have fold 
him 
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him for. two MP, florins, he 
found him ſtrangled by his halter at 


the manger. 


We had not been a month in . 
city before I had the good fortune to 


obtain a commiſſion for him, of firſt 


lieutenant, in the regiment of Pallavi- 


cini, through the intereſt of Prince 


Charles, of Lorrain, to whom he had 
been recommended by my couſin 
Trenck. This regiment was in Italy, 


and deſtined for the ſiege of Genoa. 
I I equipped Schell, gave him mo- _ 
ney, and ſent him on his journey. 


Some time after, when I. ſuppoſed 


him already with his regiment, 1 


received a very laconic letter from 
him, dated at Gratz, in which he 
informed me that fortune had play- 
ed him a-new trick, that he had loſt 
all his money, his watch and horſe, 


Ld that, f 1 could not once more 


aſſiſt 


* 
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aſſiſt him, he muſt manage for him- 
ſelf, in the beſt manner he was able. 
I happened, at this time, to n 
received a fupply from Berlin, and 
ſent him five hundred florins, with 
which he proceeded into Italy. This 
money, however, was little more 
ſucceſsful than the former. He had 
imprudently borrowed of a friend, 
to pay his gaming debts; and, 
_ afterward, ſtill more imprudently, 
made uſe of the regimental money; 
when, having no better expedient, 
he deſerted, in company with a fora- 
ger. What highly aggravated his 
fault was that he entered into the 
ſervice of a power, with which the 
imperialiſts were then at war. He 
ſent me information, in a tone of the 
utmoſt levity, that he was now a 
corporal in the ſervice of the, Ge- 
noeſe. ” FFF 
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The behaviour of Schell was high- 


ly injurious to all Pruſſian officers, 


who, after him, entered into the ſer- 
vice of Auſtria: but he was wholly 
incapable of a reflection of this kind. 

Fortunately for him, I found an 
opportunity of recommending him 


to the Venetian ambaſſador, at Vi- 


enna ; once more ſent him money, 


and was ſo active in his behalf that, 


in the ſpace of a few months, he 
was promoted to the rank of officer. 
Strange to tell! he quitted this 
ſervice the very ſame year, and en- 
tered a common ſoldier under the 
Duke of Modena. He ſent me no- 
tice of this change, and requeſted 
aſſiſtance, Baron Lopreſti, of whom 
I have ſo often ſpoken in theſe vo: 
lumes, had friends in Modena, and : 
I once more obtained a commiſſion 
for, and once more equipped, Schell. 


{  a88- 3 
His own perſonal ſafety, however, 
' conſtrained him then to aſſume the 
name of Leſch. 4 if 
_ _ Unhappy is the <a of a man 
| who is obliged to conceal the name 
of his family, before he dare afſo- 
ciate among worthy . men. This 
misfortune happened to Schell ; al- 
though he poſſeſſed, in reality, a 
ſenſible and good heart; but his 
paſſion for play, and total want of 
thought, led him aſtray from the 
paths of honour, and brought him 
to wander over the earth . a va- 

| gabond. 

Once more, thanks to my intereſt, 
behold him a lieutenant in Mode- 
na, where he was generally beloved 
and eſteemed, and where he had 
taken the firm reſolution of never 
gaming more, and of leading a leſs - 
— life. Perhaps he would 

have 
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have executed theſe his wiſe inten- 
tions, but they were rendered r- 
tive by his former follies. 

At the requeſt of the Duke of 
Modena, the Empreſs-Queen ſent. 
ſome of her officers to inſtru his 
regiment in certain new military 


mancœuvres, and, among theſe, un- 


luckily, happened to be two officers 
belonging to the regiment of Palla- 
vicini. No ſooner was Schell in- 
formed of this than, dreading to be 
diſcovered, as he infallibly muſt have 
been had he ſtayed, he once more 


deſerted from Modena, and entered 


a common ſoldier in the ſervice of 
Sardinia, in the Swiſs regiment of 
Souter. | 

Again he wrote, to informs me of chis 


new change, but I was then mourn- 


ing in my dungeon at Magdeburg, 


| n unable to > be of utility to him 


or 
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or myſelf. When releaſed from my | 


chains, in December 176 3 and once 


more permitted to appear on the 


ſcene, I ſent to enquire” after my 
friend at Modena, but could hear 
no tidings of where, or ee he 
Was. 


Happening, in 1 0 9, to be at the 


houſe of the Sardinian envoy at Vi- 
enna, I there, by chance, met a 
Captain Renard, of the Swiſs regi- 
ment of Souter. The converſation 
turned on many Pruſſian officers, 
whom fortune had ill- treated, and 
Renard highly praiſed a perſon of 
the name of Leſch, who ſerved in his 


company in the quality of foraging | 


— 


ſecretary. After various queſtions 


and enquiries, Iperceived this Leſch 


could be no other than my friend | 
Schell. I immediately wrote to him, 


and IVES an anſwer, which de- 
ſerves 


> 
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ſerves to be remembered. I ſent 
him money, but this he returned, and 
informed me that he had no longer 


any need of aſſiſtance; that he had 


bidden adieu to all ſuperfluous va- 
nittes ; that he tranquilly lived on 
the perquiſites of his place, and on 


what he gained by teaching lan- 


guages, drawing, and muſic; alſo 
by his knowledge ef embroidery ; 
and that theſe, together, procured 
him much more than was neceſſary. 
He added that he was eſteemed, 
beloved, and ſought for; that he 
was in good health, had learned to 


be an economiſt, and that he would 


not change his ſituation for the moſt. 


ſplendid fortune; finally, that he. 


never more would receive any thing 
from me ; that I had already done 
too much for him ; ; and that it was 
time I ſhould take Care of myſelf. 

| Affected 


(265 ) 
Affected as I was by his preſent 
manner of thinking, I made various 
different propoſitions. to him, to 
better his fortune, but he perſiſted 
in his reſolution, contented to re- 
main in his garriſon at Alexandria, 
and deſirous of nothing more than 
of once again ſeeing me before he | 
ſhould „ 

In 1772, when I was at t Aix-la- 
Chapelle, I was aſtoniſhed to ſee 
Schell, my friend, enter my cham- 
ber; the reader of ſenſibility will 
eaſily imagine my joy. He had 
walked, on foot, from the farther 
part of Europe to Aix-la-Chapelle, 
purpoſely to ſee me.—He related 
his hiſtory to me circumſtantially, 
but of this I have forgotten the 
greateſt part ; I only remember ma. 
py of the incidents were exceedingly 
romantic. 
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ed the affection of all to whom he 
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Pleaſure was the only end of his 
exiſtence. His love of Italy had 
originated in this his love of plea- 


ſure. Purpoſely to procure himſelf 


the ſociety of the moſt youthful, 
and the moſt charming, of the female 
ſex, he had learnt to embroider in 
gold, and to perform the moſt cu- 


rious works of women. He alſo 
taught them ſeveral languages, 


wrote charming verſes, and, by his 
talents, had made himſelf ſo agreea- | 


ble, to the ſociety he delighted in, 
that he had paſſed the laſt fifteen 


years of his life, in the manner he 


thought moſt delightful. 
He continued four months at my 
houſe, during which he amuſed 


| himſelf in inſtructing my children. 


This office he performed with pecu- 
liar kindneſs and affability, and gain- 


was 
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was known; but he loved a peace 
able and retired life; he was, in res 
ality, become a moſt rational man. 
His mind, that formerly had been ſo 
quick, ſo alive, had loſt its vivacity ; 
he was thoughtful, abſent, and often 
unconnected in converſation. The 
change became ſo great that his only 
occupation was to read, or to walk 
in his chamber, with an air, in every 
appearance, of profound melancholy. ; 
I ſoon obſerved that time was te- 
dious to him at Aix-la-Chapelle, 


and that his heart 2 for Alex - 


andria. 
When he had been a month at 
my houſe, as he was walking, deep 
in thought, he fell into one of the 
moats of the city, and diſlocated his 
ſhoulder, in which ſtate he was 
brought home. 
His patience and fotiade, i in this 
N 2 ſituation, 


K 20 


fituation, were ena he did 
not utter a ſingle complaint. 
Alfter his recovery, he wrote ſome 
poetry, but his verſes were very un- 
equal to thoſe he had written in the 
fire of youth, When I beheld him, 
and contemplated his countenance 
and behaviour, I could not avoid 
foreboding that my poor friend 
Schell would foon become inſane, 

He was conſcious of this himſelf, 
but, ſaid he, I have a ſmall quantity 
of powder, very proper to cure this 
misfortune, as. well as every other 
infirmity of old age, and, by the aid 
of which, men may defy all the ef- 
forts of fate. 

The temper of the man, ee, 
ſtill continued the ſame. Had 1 
ſaid to him, — “ Schell, thou muſt 
« avenge my cauſe, a deſpotic King 
« has rendered me miſerable," — 

I am 
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IJ am certain he would have gone to 
Potſdam, without ſtaying a moment 
to conſider, and on the public pa- 
rade would have executed all that 
revenge could have inſpired. | 
Ws - ſhewed me the ſcars of fixteen® 
wounds, ſome of which he had re- 
ceived in defence of my honour. 
He never drew his ſword that he was 
not wounded, He had fractured 
his arm, and bones in both his feet, 
by accidents ; thanks to thoſe eter- 
nal reveries, which, in broad day- 
light, led him to the edge of ſome 
precipice. His ſword was in his 
hand on the ſmalleſt occaſion, and he 
laughed when about to bleed. 
The ftories of his youthful gal- 
b were ſome of them ſtrange. 


1 émuch regret that his writings, both 
* One edition reads four, 0 Tc 


N 3 philo- 


a” 7 
| philoſophical and moral, never fe} 
into my hands, and that they were 
buried with himſelf. He made great 
progreſs in the ſtudy of anatomy, 
and his ſole purpoſe was to diſcover 
whether there really could be any 
thing immortal in the body of man, 
and, if poſſible, to explain what ac 
tuated the machine, and what was 
the origin of our paſſions, without 
having recourſe to men rea- 
ſoning . 
4 wiſhed him to have remained 
longer with me, but his leave of ab- 
ſence was almoſt ended, and he de- 
fired to return and die at Alexandria. 
One day, I perceived his uſual taci · 
turnity and gloom were increaſed, 
and the next 0 1 found Schell 


12 The boy is dad to have cut open the del⸗ | 
lows to look for the wind, 'T, 


Was 


a). 


was departed, and had left the fol- 


Towing letter on my bureau: 


«© My Friend, 


* You already have many chil- 


« dren : how many more you may 
« have, who can ſay? You are hap- 
te py in the poſſeſſion of the moſt 
« amiable of wives; 1 am but a 


oh burthen to you; you are little en- 
4 abled to be at any expence for me, 


te and I am not, at preſent, inconſi- 


ce derate enough to abuſe : your 


« friendſhip, The duty of a father 


ce 18 now, to you, the moſt ſacred 


ce of duties. I return contented, 


with having once more ſeen you, 
ce and with leaving you in S 


te health. 

« Moſt probably, we never - mall 
te meet again! Do not diſturb your- 
« ſelf concerning me; I am in need 


Ns - « of 


\ 
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« of nothing, and ſhall find every 
thing neceſſary to my happineſs 
« at Alexandria: your company, 
« alone, will be wanting; but of 
« that it is proper 1 ſhould deprive 
« myſelf. I would not that you 
« ſhould ſuffer the leaſt 1 ur for my 
"ke. - IN 
e Perverſe and wicked men have 
*« robbed you of your fortune. If 
te there be an eternal God, who in- 
ce terferes in the affairs of men, he 
de will become your ſupport, he 
« will reward, he will preſerve and 
© make you happy in your family. 
<« Tf not, and ſhould even your vir- 
te tues and. your labours all be loſt 
<« to futurity, yet do they, in this 
ce world, find a noble recompenſe, 
ce jn the conſcious rectitude of the 
„ heart. In the enjoyment of this, 
« few men, indeed, will be found 
Av | . („ your | 


( 1 © 
« your equal, conſequently you are 
* happy in yourſelf, and 1 in defiance 
ce of fate. 74 71 7 
« To me you owe nothing; you 
« have done more for me, than even 
cc gratitude and . them- 
6c ſelves could exact. 
cc True it is, I brought you from 
& Glatz, but, perhaps, your after- 
ce ſufferings would have been much 
ce leſs ſevere, had I never exiſted, 
« What 1 did, likewiſe, I did more 
ce from reſentment to the King, and 
cc to Fouquet, than from the deſire 
« of ſerving you, therefore was not 
© my enterprize the pure effect of 
ce commiſeration and affection, my 
tc intereſt bore a part in it. I was 
ce ſtripped of all ſupport, and aſhamed 
« of living, deſpiſed, in a garriſon 
« regiment. I repent not of the ac-- 
Le tions of my paſt life, being certain 
Ms « that 


„ 
„that my follies did but tend to 
e make me a wiſer and a better 
man. I believe, in this, you think 

like me; J am fatisfied with the 

« time preſent, and indifferent con- 

« cerning that to come. 

- « Should monarchs, 8 do 
< you juſtice in any degree, fail not 
« to write to me. | 

« Your fon Joſeph, under your 
es guidance, poſſeſſes alt the quali- 
tc ties neceſſary to become a great 

* man; the conviction of this has 
given me much pleaſure, and muſt, 
« to you, be a ſubject of infinite ſa- 

« tisſaction. Tell. your reſpectable 
« Jady that I honour her, return her 
« thanks for all her kindnefs, and 

«© congratulate the choice ſhe made 
«© of a man who knew her worth. 
Les, my friend, you are happy in 
« a wife, and therefore muſt cer- 

cc ce tainly 


( 

ce tainly have no cauſe to repent, ta 
4 find yourſelf an — of, this 
« earth. 

« When I. perceive I can no 
« longer live, I will ſend you a laſt 
« letter. It is your duty to remain 
« here; you have children, thoſe you 
© muſt not deſert. I know no other 
te cauſe of regret for your ſake, 
ce ſhould misfortune, in future, be- 
cc fall you. 

“Be under no concern relative to 
« the expences of my journey. L 
ce have the watch which you gave 
* me, as well as the fix guineas with 
& which I was to have paid the tai- 
te Jor, and my feet will ſtill render 
«© me the ſame ſervice they per- 
* formed thirty years ago, when we 
&« travelled together VO! Po- 
66. land... 


NG  <Wwas 
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% Were we not, even then, much 
_ © happier than - princes, who are 
© whirled luxuriouſly in coaches, 
through their deſolated countries? 
I leave you the journal of this 
te ſingular expedition, which I pre- 
« ſerved, that it might recall to your 
ce mind incidents well worthy of 
ce finding a place in the hiſtory of 
e your life. 

«© May you live in health and 
te happineſs; may you live diſtant 
© from courts, and unembarraſſed 
* by public affairs, for the diſcharge 
cc of which you are but ill fitted, by 
« your dauntleſs candour. They 
« would but bring you into new 
« troubles. Quit Aix-la-Chapelle, 
c alſo, if you can; you are deteſted 
« by the monks; hypocrites will 
1c never want occaſion to injure you, 
* and, in your decline of life, will 
| « find 


* 


( ) 


& find the means to rob you of thad 
« repoſe you have ſo well-deſerved} 
« God preſerve you from their ve2 
© nom. I tremble'while I recollect 
ce this, acquainted as I am with your ; 
<« daring ſpirit. . | 
Let me intreat you to become 
ce ſomewhat more of an ceconomiſt z 
cc let me intreat you to act leſs ge- 
cc nerouſly toward an ungrateful 
« world; in fine, let me intreat you 
ce to become more prudent, 
„ Should we ſee clearly, and think 
cc nobly, yet were it beſt to ſigh, be 
ce ſilent, and wiſely to enjoy: ſo act, 
ce and ſo ſhall nothing be wanting 
ce to your tranquillity. Avoid Vi- 
cc ęcnna. There, thoſe, who have il- 
ce legally acquired, will illegally 
« endeavour. to maintain themſelves 
© in, the poſſeſſion of your eſtates, 
« The * acts under the guid- 
| © ance 
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* ance of her prieſts, from whom 
c you can expect nothing but eon- 
e tempt and perſecution. 
ge the paſt to you a leſſon, and 
ce a guide for the ſuture. Hope no- 
« thing from unrelenting princes; 
_ * riſk nothing for the barren honour 
* of rendering them ſervice; let your 
0 emen motto _ * feek wag 
virtue. 

eee ae ee e ert 
ee both, ſoon, alike, ſhall ceaſe to 
e be, but we both know death, and 
« ſhall march to meet him with a 
« ſerene front. So long as I have 
e life I ſhall be ready, at all times, 
* and on all occaſions, as I ever have 
c been, to part with that life in de- 
« fence of your injured honour. 
e In this reſolution, and impreſſed 
7e with the liyelieſt . this 


n ce day 


« 2 Y 

de day departs one, _ 8 o oat 

= nenn 
ai .« Your fiiend, DET 

* ALEXANDER chr. 


nie miſt Weben bee | 
 cocdingly affected by this farewel; 
and by the manner of it, efpecially 
when I had no means of conveying 
the money to my friend, neceffary to 
perform his journey. Some few days 
after, I was obliged to go to Vienna. 
While J was in Frankfort, I, by 
chance, met in the ſtreet the worthy 
Schell, who was there endeavouring 
to gain intelligence concerning his 
parents. We continued two days 
longer together, and I did every 

thing in my power to diſſuade him 
from purſuing his journey, but in 
vain. It was with great difficulty I 
| could prevail on him to accept 
| twenty 


4 
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twenty guineas, by the aid of whictt 

he might arrive, with ſomewhat leſs 
fatigue, at his place of deſtination. 


At length, we both took an eternal 
and laſt adieu, and parted. _ 


About three weeks after, 1 receiv- 
ed the following letter * him at 
Vienna: by Fs vo 


86 Sons Deed, | 
« At Frankfort you obliged me 

te to accept twenty guineas, money 
c which belonged to your children, 
cc and the depriving yourſelf of 
cc which was, moſt probably, of great 
te inconvenience. Somewhat, how- 
ce ever, to recompenſe your benevo- 
cc lence,. may you, virtuous man, 
c participate the ſenſibility, the 
cc pleaſure, the good, which accom- 
ce panied theſe twenty, guineas in the 
< cottage of a poor peaſant! May 
ce the 
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te the benedictions be verified, with 
tc which your name was pronounced 
© by an old man of eighty-two, al- 

© moſt expiring with hunger, in 
„. company with his wife, and the 
<« remainder of his family! Bene- 
e ditions, uttered with eyes raiſed 
eto Heaven, when their long-loſt 
s ſon, Schell, ſo unexpectedly en- 
& tered their wretched cabin, and 
« with him brought the means of aid 

ec and conſolation !. | 
„Oh, noble Trenck, that T could 
« deſcribe the ſcene ſuch as it really 
ee was; then, indeed, ſhould you 
ce r During four and twenty 
ce years, my parents had never re- 
& ceived any intelligence of me; and 
6c ſuppoſed me dead. I knew they 
tc had been ruined by a law-ſuit in 
& * the wa Court, and 1 would 
e . not 
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* not add to their misfortunes, by 
* informing them of my own. 
My father had diſcarded me 
t from his heart, after having heard 
« I had ſo lightly quitted the Pruſ- 
_ « fan ſervice! After being told that 
« my name was nailed up to the gal 
« lows at Glatz pets 
© My mother had wept, but the 
c affiichons af her family, and the po- 
« verty of her other children, had 
« effaced from her memory him 
«whom ſhe. had formerly hoped 
e would become the ſupport of her 
* houſe, and the prop of her old age. 
My eldeſt fiſter I found almoſt 
10 dying, with hunger, in her bed, 
« where ſhe had twelve years lain 
c paralytie. The youngeſt was in- 
« ſane, and her diſtracted fits were 
4 ſometimes ſo violent that ſhe was 
#* gbliged to be tied down. 


« My 


— 


_ * 

* My eldeſt brother, who had ob. 

e tained the rank of major in the 
«© Pruſſian ſervice, was broken, be- 
e cauſe of my adventure at Glatz, 
c and is, at preſent, a corporal in 
«the ſervice of Denmark, where he 
« has taken another name. My 
c formerly brave, and now ancient, 
* father, all in rags, and afflicted 
e with the dropſy, was ſeated in an 
« old arm chair; and my aged mo- 
< ther, of ſeventy, was obliged to act 
* as ſervant, nurſe, and Mann we 
the whole houſe. n 
« At the time when I. ANIL . 
C veral days had paſſed, and they had 
4e had nothing better than dty bread 

<« for their food, waiting the end of 
the month. You have been in- 
4 ſormed that the Prince, by whom 
e they were ruined, granted them 
ol e of nine florins per 
ec n ' 
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te month!* For which they were 
« obliged to pray for him, thank 
« him, and tremble in his pre- 


eic ſence. * 


3: They had no IR agd theſe 
© poor old people were crouching 
ce cloſe together, half naked, to keep 
te each other warm. That very 
cc day they happened to mention 
te their loſt ſon; they were exhort- 
te ing each other patiently to en- 
ce dure their afflictions, and, while 
ce thus ſuffering, I entered their hut, 


* made myſelf n. and Oe 


« them aid. #4, ö 
God of nen . are * 


« words that ſhall deſcribe what I 
ec felt ?—Motionleſs 1 ſtood, at be- 


cc holding wretchedneſs like this, and 
ec dumb] They were n alſo. 


. 9 Fw 8. 
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484 eee mans. 


« I re- 
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46 ] recovered, recollected I had 
© guineas, and threw them on the 
e table.—!s this money thy own, 
6e my ſon? ſaid my mother. Ves, 
8 mother, anſwered I, they are ho- 
ce nourably acquired; I bring them 
« to yield you a nn 2 
« port. es | HY 

« Surpriſe and joy fluſhed. in 
cc every face; my aged father bathed 
ce me with his paternal tears, and my 
ce mother hung, weeping, round my 
«'neck. The poor paralytic in- 
ce treated ſhe might once again make 
« a good meal, and her ſtill more 
ce unfortunate fiſter leaped. and ca- 
* pered, without knowing autre» 

cc: fore. | 

« After we had, in ſome degree, 
« recovered our proper ſenſes, and I 
cc had briefly anſwered their enquir- 
ce ing queltions; a fire was made, 
« and | 
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&« and meat was put down to roaſt, 

« Yes, my friend, the family ſeated 
te themſelves round a table, that had 
ic long not been ſo loaded, and I had 
te the pleaſure, to regale them with 
< your money, to revive my parents, 
<« Janguiſhing in miſery, and on the 
« borders of the grave, and to 
« change the paternal malediction 
et ĩnto the ſincereſt e * 

« prayers? 
TO you am I indebted for this 
ct day of joy, the brighteſt, the hap- 
e pieſt of my life; for had I not had 
ec your money, I ſhould never have 
& returned to the houſe of my fa- 
te ther, Tis true, alſo, I never 
c ſhould have been a ſpectator of 
* wretchedneſs like theirs, and 
cr ſhould have died reckleſs and in- 
« different. I now have an addi- 
> tional reaſon. to live ; I have pa- 


« rents 


1 628675 
« rents to provide for, and they ſtand 


6e in need of proviſion, I will haſten 
ce to Alexandria, haſten to obtain 
money for their ſupport, for now, 
< only, do 1 * to de reconciled 
de to life. 
6 ſhall not inform you in What 
c place I found this moſt unfortu- 
cc nate family; you would deprive 
te me of the ſatisfaction of labouring 
ce for them. I well know the bene- 
* yolence of your heart, and I well 
«© know you have nothing you ought 
« to give, Yet you ſhall be in- 
* formed hereafter, and ſhall be- . 
«© come my ſucceſſor, in order that 
« I may die untormented, when 1 
e feel my end approach, and ſhall 
e be no more able to afford _ 
cc ſuſtenance. 
I continued with them nine 
"8 days, and three entire guineas 
: « were 
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ee were expended in making ourſelves 
cc merry. Yeſterday I left fifteen 
ct upon the table, with my watch, 
cc and a letter, as I did when I took 
© my leave of you at Aix-la-Cha- 
ce pelle, and thus avoided the too 
ve great pain of parting, Wy 

«© Now march I on foot toward 
« Alexandria, and certainly with 
cc more true courage than Alexander 
<« himſelf, when marching, at the 
ce head of his victorious army, toward 


« Babylon. Never were guineas 


< better expended, never employed 
ce to a more holy purpoſe than thoſe 
« you gave me at Frankfort, Hence- 
« forward I have but one intention 


cc to fulfil, and this, I hope, will be 


cc fulfilled by the exertion of my ta- 
« Jents at Alexandria. Money, my 
ce friend, is become a thing moſt 

| | "= precious 
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ec precious, though my poor parents 
c have learnt to vegetate on little. 
ce Live, my dear Trenck, live in 
ct content and health. If, ſoon or 
ct late, you ſhould return to your na- 
4. tive country, may you, after a te- 
c dious baniſhment, acquire wealth 
e to render thoſe you love happy. 
ce If ever you ſhould wiſh to benefit 
ce the children of Waldau, recolle& 
« what I ſaid to you in the foreſt 
© near Hammer, when you would 
© have taken vengeance on an un- 
te feeling, or, perhaps, only a fear- 
ce ful brother-in-law. May the Al- 
et mighty grant you this humane, 
ce this Chriſtian, conſolation. I hope, 
te hereafter, - your proſpects will 
cc brighten, and I honour the philan- 
c thropy of your heart. Forget me 
« not, I will write to you whenever 
« ] need your aſſiſtance; do you 
Vol., III. GW -©wme 
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write to me only once a year, and 
let me know any fortunate event 
ce in the ſituation of your affairs. 
„ This letter will be ſent from Ulm. 
ce have written it in Switzerland, 
ce and a friend will put it into 
ce the poſt. May your virtues 
<< preſerve you from new adverſities, 
« and may heaven, or earth, reward 
ce you for the paſt, * 


« As I have lived, ſo ſhall I die, 


« Your grateful, 
« And, moſt aſſuredly, 
« Your very faithful friend, 


« ALEXANDER SCHELL,” 


Secretary to the regiment of Sou- 
ter, at Alexandria, in the 
ſervice of the 1 of Sar- 


dinia. 


Since 
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Since this letter, I received many 


others from him, all written in the 
| fame ſtyle. In one of the laſt he 
informed me that an old lady had 
bequeathed him effects, to the va- 
lue of a hundred and fifty ducats, 


by will. His joy, at being able to 


ſend that ſum to his parents, who 
were then living, was inexpreſſible. 
Theſe letters I have loſt, and, indeed, 
they would only unneceſſarily add 
to the length of this narrative. 
Alfter a ſilence of two years I re- 
ceived the following: 


„The dying Schell to his friend 
« 'Trenck. : 


« When this ſhall come to your 
ce hand, I ſhall be no more; my 
ce term of exiſtence draws to a con- 
ce <« cluſion: never did man, dear friend, 

5 for- 


cu J - 


« forſake this ſublunary world with 


* more tranquillity, than I ſhall in 

& 2 few hours, and after I have once 

c more, with as much preſence of 

© mind as I am capable of, ſent 

cc you this laſt teſtimony of un 
« gratitude. 


*The laſt years of my life hive 


< paſſed undiſturbed away; almoſt 


cc had J forgotten that the name 


c of my family was Schell, having 


for forty years aſſumed that of 
ce Leſch, and having, without regret, 
ce bidden adieu to all honourable | 
ec titles. 
« ] beheld you has my friend, 
& and I leave you in peace and con- 
© tent. My aged father and mo- 
ce ther have been two years dead, 
« I enjoyed the pleaſure of procur- 
e ing them neceſſaries, and even 
cc ſomewhat more, | during their few 
3 i ce latter 


— 


Car» 
latter days of life. My paralytic 
| © ſiſter died about ſix weeks ago, 
* and the poor frantic girl knows 
ce not that ſhe wants any thing, 
« therefore wants not. She lives 
* merrily- in the mad-houſe, and 
40 imagines herſelf to be the OP 
* Rebecca. 
« The woman whom I 3 
« has lately married a young huſ- 
ce band: may he make her happy! 
« This is not a moment to ad | 
« jealouſy. | | 
« I am at this inſtant racked: by 
ce the ſtone, add to which I am in 
« a conſumption, and theſe together 
* have rendered me a living ſkele- 
«ton. My phyſician has obſerved 
indubitable ſymptoms of my 
ec approaching end; I myſelf am 
* fully ſenſible of them, and, in a 
O 3 3 few 


j 
4 
k | 
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| 
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ce few days, or in a few hours, ſhall 
« ceaſe to ſuffer. 
« I have now nothing to hope, 
« and nothing to fear. Herein 1 


e ſend you the laſt tokens of a long 


ce and ſincere friendſhip. My dy ing 
de foul ſtill will live in you, nor 


{ wolf ſhall I be all dead, ſo long as 


«© you ſhall continue to live. My 
" expiring wiſhes, for your proſpe- 
« rity, transfix themſelves to this 
ce paper — they take their flight 
te from my brain, like a dream at 
« the moment of my diſſolution. 
ce Live while you may, and haſten 
te not, dear friend, to follow me. 
Honour, fame, and poſterity, 
e to me, are things wholly indif- 


«ferent. I dic ee and my 


« name dies with me. Beware 
te of the priſons of Glatz, Magde- 
cc TOs and Spielberg ! Schell 

ec dies, 
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4 dies, and you will find a Schell 
© no more, | ; © 

<« leave no one behind me who 

« ſtands in need of your aid, or 
« whom I am in duty bound to 

cc recommend to your benevolence; + 
ce no, my friend, I am no longer 
ce any thing to you: could I partake 

ce the ſenſibility: of your heart, it 

ce would but occaſion me fruitleſs 
ce regret, and diſturb the repoſe of 
ce this laſt fare wel. 

E Repine not, weep not, rather 
ce laugh; let the laſt moments of 
the crazy Schell be a ſubject of 

e mirth; he himſelf has laughed, on 
d the world's great theatre, behold- 
ing the deepeſt tragedies; laughing 
ec he quits the ſcene, and the curtain 

ce for ever falls. EY oo 
« My ſenſes are 2 
« they lumber, my eyes are in- 
O4 -- <a 


gretted. His cane had made 2 


„ 


* clined. to cloſe, and my ſoul wiſhes 


« for reſt; I ſoon ſhall ſleep, and 
« ſleep without dreaming, nor ſhall 
© IT ever riſe from this bed, to enjoy 
ct waking dreams. 
* Oh Trenck, my laſt thoughts- 
« are friendſhip, gratitude, and the 
“ moſt ardent prayers for yur pro- 
Lot perity. | 
80 dies, F 
« ALEXANDER, once SCHEEL, 
e at prefent LESCH, 


15 Alexandria, aun of May 1976,” 


The very day I received this ler- 
ter, I wrote to the regiment, and* 
the anſwer ſent back was that he 
had been found dead in his bed the 


| 26th of May, having written fare-' 
wel letters to his colonel and his 


friends, by all of whom he was re- 


col= 
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collection of his erotic odes, and 
his ſatires, written in the Italian 
language, which may ſome time, 
perhaps, appear under another name, 


and, if ſo they ſnould, will certainly 


do honour to ſome ignorant im- 
poſtor. 8 
Peace be to thy manes, amiable 
Schell, thou wert worthy a better 
deſtiny, for the foibles of thy youth 
were injurious only to thyſelf. 


— 


Apologies to others, and vindications - 
of . myſelf and honour, concerning 
aſſertions contained in, and offences * 


that have been taken at, my writings. 
NOT the fearof further diſpleaſing . 


the wicked and the vile; not the 
dread of being ſtil perſecuted by 
ſharpers, monks, pedants, intriguing 


courtiers, and paltry knaves; not 
the dread of illiberal and abortive 
7 


— 


— 
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criticiſm ; nor any, nor all, of theſe, 
here give birth to apology or juſti- 
fication. I have more ſerious em- 
ployment, that of at laſt enjoying 
content and eaſe; of terminating 
à career of difficulties, chains, and 
puniſhment unparalleled, with glory. 
I will no more ſtand forth the rafh 
opponent of ignorant millions. *Tis - 
honour ſufficient, for me, that the 
worthy, the virtuous, and the friends 
of men, have been my protectors. 
Had ], indeed, only injured. this 
ſmaller part of ſociety, the number 
of my enemies had not been fo great, 
nor had they been ſo all-puiſſant : 
neither would they have been ſo 
baſe in artifice, ſo irreconcileable 
in hatred, I ſhudder and ſtart back 
from the precipice, when I contem- 
plate the abyſs, i into which, by raſh- 
neſs, or perhaps fortitude not to be 

ſhaken, 


C a8 ). 
ſhaken, I might have been headlong 
plunged. 

The daggers of 8 gam- 
blers, and monks, all were drawn. 
Thoſe noble gentlemen, who, offend - 
ed at my eſſay on true nobility, had 
not, with their patent titles, pur- 
chaſed noble hearts, would have 
been glad I were diſpatched, Hea- 
ven was promiſed from the pulpits, 
as the price of heretical blood. 

Heretic, be it ſaid apart, is the epi- 
thet beſtowed on thoſe who dare 
openly attack the avarice and am- 
bition of prieſts. The good old 
matrons prayed for my ſoul, as for 

one miſerably conſigned to perdition. 
The deceivers, and the deceived, 
together, cried — & Cy him! 
« Crucify him.“ 

Unſupported, among theſe high- 
born vulgar, long I lived. Good 

6 06 men 
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men approved and applauded my 
writings; but approbation was all. 
I will write no more. 

Let other German moraliſts now 
enter the liſts, let each perform as 
much as I have done, and let them 

not retire from toil, till they have 
reaſons equally coercive to adduce. 
So ſhall our country ſoon awaken 
from her ſlumbers, ſoon ſhall. learn 
Who are the executioners, the tor- 
turers, of reaſon, ſoon ſhall ſhake 
off her groſs prejudices, and, by the 
promotion of ſcience, ſhall riſe. 
great and worthy of herſelf. Her: 
practical Chriſtians ſhall then be 
more virtuous than were her holi- 
day faints, church dignitaries ſhall 
tremble in their ſtalls, and the re- 
| _nown. of the ancient German ſhall 
_ | 

To obtain a purpoſe ſo glorious 

| wy have 
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| have I laboured with zeal, deftrut- 
tive to myſelf ; but, be the conſe- 
quences what they may, 'twere ſin. 
ſul to chf ttt tt 1g; el | 
Such being my reſolution; 1 may 
here be conſidered: as an expiring 
author, who, repentant ſinner like, 
takes a mournful leave of the fra- 
ternity of reformers. Therefore 
do I ſtretch out my hand, deſirous 
of reconciliation with all who ima- 
gine themſelves injured by the truths 
1 have told, or who have been an- 
gered to behold themſelves un- 
maſked. I hope they will not be 
ſo cruel as to demand 1 ſhould 
© beſtow flagellation on myſelf, be⸗ 
cauſe I ereted myſelf a preacher 
of repentance, without having firſt 
ſtudied, under a Fefuit-mountebank, 
in forma Theologica, As my irri- 
tability is * known, and as I 
5 never 


(. gos } 
never condeſcended to _ petition 
princes: themſelves twice for what 
I thought my due, be adviſed, good 
| firs, and pardon me quickly, or 1 
| ſhall perhaps quickly fall into my 
old vice, and defend myſelf, and 

truth, with all the fury of a deſpe- 
rates, +: ©. | 
Kind NIN thou - indubitably 
knoweſt conſtitutional diſeaſes are 
not eaſily cured ; therefore wilt not 
expect I. ſhould forget my nature, 
and ceaſe to ſpeak and to maintain 
truth. If I ſtrike wide, when bat- 
tling to bring down folly and vice, 
pardon and direct me better, So 
ends my preamble, * 5 

8 In 


An abſtract only ef what follows in the 
German is tranſlated: much of it relates 
to the Baron's other works; but, as thoſe 


other 5 in fact form a 9 of his hiſtory, 
it 
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Tn the firſt volume of my writings, 
the dedication, to Madam Juſtitia, 
gave ſo much offence at Vienna that 
it was prohibited, — Whenever, in 


Vienna, they ſhall think proper to 
do me right, I will then make a full 


and public reparation to the inſulted 
honour of this _ wr to | 


1 My Aden on the parchment 
titles of nobility, in the third volume, 
has ſo much offended many of our 


moſt ſerene Dons, that, I expected 
ſome one, at leaſt, among them would 
have mounted his Roſinante, and me 


it will probably not be | diſpleafing to obtain 7 


ſome information concerning them, — The 


ſtrongeſt paſſages and thoughts have been ſe- 


lected, the neceſſary liberties of a free tranſ- 
lation taken, and tranſpoſitions of ſentences 
made, ſuitable either to connection or to the 
ſubject, . | 
” have 


* 
5 
* 6 
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have defied, detractor and caitiff vile, 
to mortal combat. 

Fortunately for me, I was de- 
ceived. They, honourable gentle- 
men, leave hardy enterpriſe, and dire 
defence, to the ſleeping. bones of: 
their anceſtors. They can ſerve the 
ſtate in night caps, and morning 
gowns, and his excellency, the lord 
high cook, can ſagaciouſly iſſue or- 
ders that the hare ſhall be roaſted, 
which his ſerene highneſs, the maſter 
of the hounds, . has heroically van- | 
quiſhed. 

Happy conſequenee of wiſdom” 
in government! To you, ye ſcions 

of nobility, do all places of honour, - - 
profit, and power deſcend, as is, by 
right of birth, your due. Inherent. 
ye are noble! To think and act nobly 
were ſuperfluous. Why ſhould you 


defend or inſtruct baſe burghers, ar. 
| raſcally 


„ 1D | 
raſcaliy hinds, who, moſt humbly;. 
moſt dutifully, are bounden to la- 
bour and ſtarve, that you may * 
and fatten! 


What raſhneſs was it in me to 


Vurite on honour! I, alas, had forgot- 


ten that. honour and honourable: 
office depend on the capricious: will 
of an arbitrary monarch, who alone 
is the fountain of honour,.the judge- 
of honour, and who alone honour can 


confer ! Wherefore did I dream of 


merit, genius, or the native honour: 
of the heart? Fie on ſuch ignorance! 
Ves, ever honourable worthies, it. 
is but juſt I humbly ſhould crave. 
forgiveneſs; I, who have written 

thus unwittingly, without permiſ- 

ſion from the powers that be l. But 
ye are avenged, and. I am puniſhed. 

No titles have 1; no ribbands, ſtars, 
or n badges. Theſe, ſo n 
was 


: 
a 


: 


6 
was my conception, I ſuppoſed I 
might have had, and have remained 
an honeſt man! | 

I have attended at levees; have 
waited in anti-chambers; there have 
converſed with ancient officers, like 
me, attending alſo. Their cicatriz- 
ed wounds were ineffectual pleaders. 
The ſpruce gentleman- uſner held 
their names unworthy to be pro- 
nounced in the royal ear. We diſ- 
courſed on the beſt of all poſſible 
worlds, and iron tears ſtole down 
their manly cheeks. Reaſoning, with 
bitter conference, as we ſtood, we 
have ſeen a fumptuous vehicle ap- 
proach, by ſix ſteeds, proudly champ- 
ing, drawn: before it were run- 
ning footmen; beliind, -heydukes, | 
and merry Andrews; and within 
Yes! His excellency! Stately ſtept ; 
he forth, by ſlaves ſupported in the 
dangerous 


XJ 

dangerous deſcent. The ſwarming 
crowd proftrate themſelves. Yet, no 
grim Turk is he, but beardleſs ſe- 
venteen. . The buttons of his coat 
were each a diamond: over his 
mighty ſhoulder no Gorgon ſhield 

was thrown, but gracefully the broad 
ribbon hung. From his pocket pen- 
dent was a key. — All wondered; all 

aſked— Who is he that approaches 
| « thus with check inflated ? Not Bo- 
reas; gentlemen — nor Eurus— 
No His highneſs! His ſerene high- 
neſs! A prince ! A prince of the em- 
pirel A knight of the order! A cham- 


berlain! A privy counſellor ! The ſon 

of a—ulurer!ALordof eight millions! | 
Millions which he nobly expends, 
thus to become great! Thus to be 
dignified! Thus to be titled! Great 
as he is now, what ſhall he be when = 

of TRE . 
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For one ſo mighty, knowledge 
will be an incumbrance, and thought 
ſuperfluous; therefore hath he written 
to Rome, and Rome ſhall ſend him 
a father confeſſor, who ſhall relieve 
him of the labour of thinking.— 
Padua, too, ſhall ſend him a buf- 
foon, with black gown, and tie wig, 
who ſhall take eſpecial care of his 
eſtate. Let others act, it is for him: ; 
only to enjoy. 
Parting from my honeſt veterans;- 
home I went, deſcribed what I had: 
ſeen, for I am afraid I never ſhall: 
- forſake old habits, but intreated the 
friend to whom I wrote never to: 
make my letter public. The world, 
alas, might doubt the ſincerity of 
my reformation; nay, might call 
this my recantation, a ſatire! Alibel !: 
Heaven forbid, my friend !— For: 
God's ſike, tear, burn, my letter !- fees 
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His highneſs can pay referendaries; | 
advocates, and curators, better than 
1. 1 may once again become mad 
No, no, I will humbly petition. —T 
will not increaſe an evil I cannot 
cure. HE 

To err is human, but obRinkbly 
to perſiſt in error were deviliſh — 
Therefore pardon, pardon : I repent. 

J will be very good in future. My 
children fhall not be taught to think, 
for Iwill provide them with an abbe, 
or an ex-jeſuit, and they ſhall be 
educated for bishneſſes and car- 
dinals. 112 

Ves, noble Zetto, Kronſdorf, Kru- 
gel, and ye other nobles, from A to 
Z, I deſerve your mighty wrath. — 
What. Refuſe to pay for your pa- 
tents of nobility! So well, too, as 1 
knew your worth! I am juſtly pu- 
| niſhed, — God eternally forbid 1 


5 ; 
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ſhould object to your high and noble 
dignities! I affirm you more ignoble 
in nature than the rudeſt of the 
rabble—I call you the peſts of ſo- 
ciety—Oh no! — No, no, no !. 
Though you are in the houſe of 
correction, you have noble ſucceſſors, 
and I will write no libel by inuendo, 
_ I!—Heaven bleſs your worthy wor- 
ſhips! May the mob bow down be- 
fore your patent titles! May your 
welfare be preferred to that of juſtice 
and the common weal! _ 
And ye, noble eccleſiaſtics, whoſe 
_ all-diſpenſing power, trafficking in 
indulgences, can purchaſe earthly 
titles, till your heavenly ſhall be ripe 
— Ye, who, living luxuriouſly, - yet 
are certain to die bleſſed! I hold it 
fit and ſafe here to promiſe you will 
daily repeat three Pater-noſters, and 
cke three Ave- Marias; not deſirous 
Fe, 


„ 


11 


ye ſhould read in my ſceptical heart 
all I think of ye I know ye peruſe 
not ſuch heretical writings, as teach 
the duties of the citizen and the man. 

I aſk not your prayers, for ahl I 
too well know my poor ſoul has 
long been conſigned to perdition— 
I having even dared to doubt that 
ye are _— 


In my plan for the rectifying of 
abuſes in the ſtates of Auſtria, I 


was actuated by the pureſt and beſt 
of motives. I openly aſſerted what 


were the deſerts of the judges of the 
courts; and all Vienna exclaimed 
againſt the raſhneſs of my writings : 
vet, was it afterward ſeen they were 
but prophetical. Experience has 
taught me wiſdom. To reform the 
abuſes of the adminiſtration of juſtice 
is even more dangerous than to re- 
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form thoſe of religion. How may a 
private individual make the attempt, 

when the Monarch himfelf, fo mul- 
tiplied, ſo rooted, are theſe abuſes, 
dare not? Such is the true ſtate of 
affairs, over which I ſigh, and draw 
the curtain. Sincerely do 1 BY 
thoſe who need Juſtice, # 


In this ſame volume, I have writ- _ 
ten concerning the inviſible vaſſalage 
of Bohemia. Of this I cannot re- 
pent, although the angry monks 
have condemned my ſoul to ſome 
millions of years of burning in pur- 
gatory. But in purgatory I will be 
content to burn, certain of the pray- 
ers of all good men for my ſpeedy 
releaſe. Till this vaſſalage of the 
mind is removed, never can the 
people know the rights of men, 
0 brethren, ; pray, that the fingers, 
45 with 


— 


n 


with which I write this, may not be 
changed into a devil's claw: nay, 
though ye ſhould be monks, pray, 
for 1 certainly ſhould tear thoſe un- 


fortunate-friars, who ſhould fall into 
my talons, moſt-unmercifully. And, 


with reverence be it ſpoken, your 
Lutheran devils are all as mercileſs 


. 


as mur Franciſcan, 


11 have, alſo, in my letters from 


Spa, been guilty of .a crime, more 


enormous than any the whole Deca- 
logue can afford; more heinous than 


the ſeven deadly fins collectively. I 


have ſaid that a gambler by profeſ- 


fion could not poſſibly be an honeft 
man; and that, by fair deduction, 


ill-gotten gains. Herein have 71 Ws 
moſt groſsly and abominably finn' 


en the holy Catholic Church, as 
Vor. „ „ 


1 
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the pharach table, for the godly 
plundering of ſtrangers, 1s there 
publickly licenſed by the biſhop. 
Therefore, as a good Chriſtian ought, 
do I moſt humbly ſupplicate the 
- infallible prieſtly magiſtracy for for- 
. giveneſs, wretched ſinner as I am; 
1 who have publickly dared to doubt 
this infallibility. What, though 1 
have written a notorious truth, ſtill, 
fince this truth offends, I deſerve, 
as their high mightineſſes in their 
chriſtian charity affirm,. to be ever- 
laſtingly roaſted, I had forgotten 
that they have power Ih heaven; 
that there they are ſaints, and only 
remembered that on earth they are 
raſcals. 1 will write no more on the 
poiſons of Liege,. the intrigues of 
courtezans, the curſes of play, but 
will enjoy ſome few days of reſt on i 
* ſide the g . I will ſuppreſs | 
; te - 


„ 

che groans of a heart that has been 
rent, becauſe it could not reform the 
n and the vIees of man. 


| The Mopedoniaat Hood is a poem 
that, by the daringneſs with which 
it was written, might, indeed, well 


draw down the vengeance of tyran- 


ny. The conſequences of my raſh- 


neſs have been bitter. Frederic ac- 


knowledged I had written truth; 
but Tereſa demanded to know by 


whom I had been authoriſed to write 
truth. The poem was prohibited, 


but eſcaped burning. Honeſt men 
lamented the daſtardlineſs of their fel- 


low-flaves, who crouched, and baſely 


aided the ravagers of the earth; 

while zealous republicans rejoiced. 
The world, however, ſeems to fink 
deeper than ever into the ſlough 
of ſlavery. We grovel in the duſt, 


Ls and 
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and offer up ineffectual prayers that 
God would be pleafed to preſerve us 
from heroes and their rapacity. 
Alas! new Alexanders, Tamerlanes, 
and Frederics, ſhall ariſe, and hall 
find new coadjutors, 


2 4 


I have alſo, in a ſoine of my works, 
aid that the handſome ladies of Aix- 
la-Chapelle graciouſly ſmile on their 
handſome young friars, and that the 
noble burghers their huſbands wear 
their budding honours proudly, for 
with them it is a principle that men 
cannot be too much loaded with 
honour, therefore hold | themſelves Tt 
juſtified in aſſuming titles to which 
they have no claim: good reaſon 
is there, then, they ſhould not be 
defrauded'of an honourable appel- 
lation fo juſtly their due. I pre- 
tend n not that, even at Aix-la-Cha- 
| pelle, | 
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pelle, the ugly are not virtuous; but 
it is exceedingly true that N e are 


— 


aſhamed of their virtue. 
For my own part, I have tan 
pitied ugly women, and have been 
careful not to offend the handſome, 
ſo that matrons wiſh me proſperity, 
except thoſe whoſe conſciences are 
put under ſpiritual guardianſhip, and 
they. indeed frown, mumble ana- 
themas, and fink me to the loweſt 
of the infernal regions, there in eter- 
nal darkneſs to aſſociate with the 
accurſed Luther, and the heretic | 
Voltaire. 1 FF at 
I muſt further remark that, through 
all my writings, there reigns a ma- 
nifeſt and decided hatred againſt 
knavery, deceit, and ſuperſtition. 
In ͤ the country where I refided, 1 
oy beheld a herd, an army of prieſts, | 
1 BS '3  wallowing 


RN 
wallowing in luxury, reigning with 
worſe than deſpotic authority over 
the minds of all. What rational 
and thinking man but muſt ſhudder, 
muſt lament aloud, that ſuch multi- 
tudes of God's creatures ſhould be 
thus chained, rivetted in ignorance, 
by a hoſt of idle impoſtors, who are, 
or ought to be, paid to enlighten and 
inſtruct them in all the duties of 
men, but who, on the contrary, live 
in pride and debauchery, fuck their 
very blood, deſtroy moral virtues, 
fraternal and true Chriſtian duties, 
and promiſe heaven to the moſt 
abandoned of villains, to profli- 
gates, cheats, and aſſaſſins. 
Oh God !——How diſmal, how 
dreadful, is the proſpect ! where bi- 


gotry has the power and the will to 
kill all the feeds of natural reaſon ! 


ret this beheld wherever the ruling 
prince | 


2 
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prince was a churchman. This 1 


beheld throughout the whole Au- 
ſtrian ſtates. The ſpectacle made my 
very heart weep blood. I beheld 


the Pope, and all his armed legions, 


as omnipotent in Vienna as at Rome. 
I beheld and wrote. Thoughts 
friendly to the human race inſtinc- 
tively flowed from my pen. I for. 


got my own' ſafety, irritated the 
worlt of paſſions in the worſt of 


men, and could 1 wonder I had . 
enemies ? 7 | 


Irreconcilable in hatred, a prieſt 


purſues the wretch, who has dared to 


_ diſcover his wickedneſs and fraud; 


through ſucceeding generations; till 
that his name and race be rooted 


from the earth; nor ends here, but, 
unſatiable in revenge, after inflicting 


all earthly pangs, delivers him aud 


his over to eternal tortures. This | 


(3209) 
is what is properly called the venge- 
ance of the miniſters of the 48 88 85 
God l 
Sorry am I that I could not more 
effectually aid the Poor, deceived, 


enſlaved world: it is under the do- 7 


minion of cureleſs witchcraft ! -_ 
Inſtead of prohibiting the inter- 
marriages, and multiplicationof Jews, 
Princes would effectually ſerve the 
world, and diminiſh the blood- ſuck» 
ing ſwarm, were they to oblige every 
man to take the following oath be- 
fore he were made a monk... _ 
That the candidate for this tate | 
es of ſanctity is totally incapable of 
rendering ſervice to his fellow- 
« creatures; that he is unfit for 
ac ſoldier, mechanic, or huſbandman, 
et and that he is wholly deftitute of 
< powers, bodily or mental, to make 
* himſelf uſeful to ſociety,” 8 
%%% AA 6 
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py”: ch mat: to o apologize concern - 
| tage the two firſt volumes of this 
hiſtory, in which I Have highly of- 
fended' various arm of wicked 
" «ff Fe * „ Le by ths 
breath of his power, entailed miſery 

upon me, who gave me ſufficient 
cauſe to ſpeak truth undiſguiſedly» 
will, certainly, in his now enlightened 
ſtate, behold the moderate manner, 
in which [have juſtißcd myſelf, with 
very different eye» to what he would, 
had he, while on earth, peruſed it 
with all the perverſity of deſpotic 
obſtinacy, and clouded by the 

prejudices of human weakneſs. 
He now is unable to prevent my 
publickly defending that hondur 
| which had been PRIN: = 
7 * 5 * n 
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1 have ſpoken of him with caution 
and reſpe&, I have every where 
excuſed the error of a monarch who. 
being man, was by men deceived. 
Probably he had reaſons for not 
doing me juſtice, which I ſhall never 
recite, as I will not involve the re- 
putation of a friend in my own un- 
ſortunate deſtiny. May he, therefore, 
reſt in peace. That poſterity which 
may ere& monuments, to his fame, 
certainly ſhall raiſe no pillar of ſhame 
over my grave. This is honour _ 
ſufficient to ove, by him unremit- 
tingly perſecuted, and treated as a 
malefactor. He is gone, I am here. 
Tis honour fufficient that the reign- 
ing monarch has given unreſtricted 
privilege to eirculate this hiſtory 
through his ſtates, and that a hoſt of 
witneſſes to its Oy are "Mi 
Ow | 
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Ot what! happened to me at Views 5 
na I have loudly complained, and 
boldly written; but Þ have written 
truths'; truths which the records and 
acts of courts will prove; truths which 
the preſent monarch has privileged 
to be publickly circulated in this. 
work. This royal privilege, at Ber- 
lin and Vienna, is '<qually honour- 
able to the agg and to my 
veracitx. 

The Emperor, indeed, has not 
thought fit to ordain a reviſion of 
my cauſe. He muſt believe the 
report of his judges, and muſt « con- 
tinue ſo to believe, though he ſhould 
afterward condernn "LN Judges e to 

fweep the ſtreets} 

The honaſt man does not believe 
himſelf infallible, readily acknow- 
ledges, when convinced „he has been 


in an error, and: is neither too unjuſt, 


— 
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nor too proud to repair the evil he 
has committed by pronouncing a 
haſty ſentence. Let me hope there 
are judges who, hereafter, will draw 
down my warmeſt bleſſings: their 
predeceſſors have merited of hea- 
vieſt maledictions. 
. I have alſo ſpoken. af Gre 
Fouquet. A perſon had intended 
to have printed his correſpondence 
with the great Frederic, but deſiſted 
from the undertaking, becauſe I had 
not ſpoken. of him with RO 
reſpect. by 
Should this e a 5 ſhall 
publiſh ſuch correſpondence, wiſh to 
write an eulogium on his hero, I can 
ſupply him with a few anecdotes, 
which will greatly tend to Wuyftrate 
his true character. R 
I was myſelf acquainted with nine 
worthy officers whom he had ruined, 
BEE | Hi and 
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ànd obliged to _— by his Owe 
nical conduct. 

Lam well informed af ts 

toward the townſpeople; of Glatz, 

whom he cauſed to be mutilated-and 

hung. The whole county was a 

witneſs of his barbarity, and, although 

he was loyal to his ſovereign, he ill 
was a tyrant whenever he had the 


power. With reſpect to myſelf, he 


treated me, while his priſoner, 1 in * 
8 meaneſt manner. 

His conduct toward the Adeing' 
pie as related to me by eye- 
witneſſes, would, were it made pub- 
lic, do his memory but little honour. 
The defenceleſs dead, however, ſhall 
by me be no more named. I deſpiſed 
him living, and men, who act ſo 
baſely, merit ene allo, in the 
grave. 

196 
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Many of the ill deeds of my ene- 


mies dead I have mentioned, be- 


eauſe they were before well known: 


many of my enemies living I have 


fpared, and theſe, perhaps, * give 
. thanks. % en $71F 


To che poſſeſſors of ny Sclavo- | 


nian eſtates I wiſh good appetites. 
at my board. They ſtole them not, 


dut inherited them from fathers Who 
were deſirous of leaving heirs rich: 


in land and poor in honour. One 


of theſe | ſucceſſors of my couſin: 
| was, not long fince, "confined in the 
Spielberg: The others are not hap- 


py. Ie is poſſible: a time may come, 


when my children ſhall ſay Be- 


. gone! You have long enough en- 


_ Joyed the Trenck eſtates: it is 


5 now our turn. Happily I ne- 


ver yet beſought an alms at my own | 


— 4 
: * * 
door. | %s 
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The honourable burghers of Dant» | 
zic, who gave me up, and ſuffered 
me to be plundered, are dead; per- 
haps tlieir ſucceſſors may male re- 
paration, as far as is in their power. 
Weingarten, and Abramſon, are 
dead alſo, I pity the hangman, who, 
by ſome unaccovntable ahance, was 
robbed off his perquiſites, for Wein- 
garten died a natural:death, | + 
_ -  Jaſchinſky'is living. I forbore to 
viſit him when at Königſberg, for 1 
would not remind him, in his old 
aged of what muſt hang gloomy 
over his memory. He has my for- 
Siveneſs. 1 cannot refrain, how- 
ever, here relating. how fevere are 
the puniſhments of a bad conſcience. 
When I arrived at Königſberg, he 
toſt his underſtanding,” and became 
lunatic. The whole town was wit- 
neſs of this ſtrange event. 1 have, 
= . . alſo, 
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alſo, fully diſcovered: he was, as P 
" ſuppoſed: the forger of the letter, 
which, in the year 1746, was the 
cauſe of my ruin. His motive was 
intereſt 3. he was: indebted to me 
chree hundred ducats. A part of 
my rich equipage the preſent: Ge- 
neral Baron Poſadowſky bought of 

Jaſchinſky himſelf; and he further 
received a ſum granted him by the 
King, that was deducted from my 
confiſcated eſtates. a is ſtill in- 

Jane, if %%% v 0 a 
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” Now I am 3 it! is Nn 5 


Juſt I ſhould intreat forgiveneſs of 
ſome few inviſible perſons, whom I 
cannot but have offended; and firſt, 
the ſeraphic F ather St. Francis. 
Pardon, holy ſir, for having ren- 

| dered 
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dered thy whole order contemptible, 
Who ever, like me, has beheld theſe 
odoriferous, though not ſweet-ſcent-_ 
ed, Seraphines, at their gluttonous 
tables, their wine barrels, their con- 
feſſional chairs, will, if he be wiſe, _ 
| paſs on the other ſide of the way. 
Thee, holy Francis, I intreat to 
take them to thy own abodes; rob 
this unworthy world of ſuch a godly | 
crew; and ſuffer that, fifty years 
hence, their names only be remem- 
bered. Thou beſt canſt inform us, 
| how well pleaſed the Father of the 
world muſt be to daily: hear ſuch 
: multitudes, of herculean ſaints, daily 
_ employ themſelves, and importune 
his ear, with the eternal repetition 
of Ave Maria! Ave ae Ave 
Maria! MLT +. 921 
What thou vile ſay t to hn REA | 
8 enemy of man, n when he, and 
f his 
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his infernal adjutants ſhall come, 
laden with the ſins of thy Seraphines, 
_ and, infulting, lay them at the foot- 
ſtool of divine juſtice, I know not. 
Neither can 1 ſay, when the hea- 
venly hoſt have, per contra, gachered 
together the good werks of all thy 
tribe, what balance ſhall remain for 


the ſupererogation e eſtab⸗ 
liſhed at Rome. 


If honovur,. juſtice, and virtue, 
| being good to man, then have Toc- 
caſioned much diſquiet to thoſe vaſ- 
ſal fiends that are ſtationed by the 
mighty Lucifer, as centinels, to 
watch, or patrol, the earth, for the 
general weal of his empire. My 
writings have incited the reader to 
act like a good Chriſtian, and an ho- 
neſt man; the doctrines of monks 


— 


4 | are -. - 


Cam 3 | 
are more friendly to their cauſe, and 
give theſe induſtrious devils much 
leſs trouble, | 5 
Moſt humbly, ORE "I 40 1.64 
eit pardon from the horned Beelze- 
bub, the grim Mammon, and the 
terrific Belial, confeſſing their poten- 
cies: I 'never was a catholic chriſ- 
8 fuch 1 e, als 42 


Sowa my ati ok | intreat | 
forgiveneſs for all the trouble 1 


have given him; and it, certainly, 


has not. been a little to guard a 


Trenck from daſhing his foot againſt 
A ſtone, or his head againſt the axe 
of the holy inquiſition. He has well 
ful filled his duty, and deſerves eter- 
nal. reſt, never more to e 4 
taſk ſo arduous. | 183 
1 TR indeed, he has been gail 1 
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ty of one 4 overſight. He cer- 
tainly permitted Satan to inſpire me 
with the deſire of taking up the pen, 

nay; afterward, ſuffered him to guide 
my hand. Wherefore did he not, 
like Luther, take up the ink-ſtand, 
and throw it at his head. I then 
ſhould not have written, ſo raſhly 
againſt gamblers, monks, and deſ- ; 
pots. It may be, indeed, he en- 


dured a preſent evil, to ſecure a fu- 


ture good. Satan may have n 
e. 


Of the Almighty, with ſerious 


. awe and reverence I ſpeak, I im- 


plore. forgiveneſs, if, when under 
afflictions too ſevere for man to 
_ ſupport, I have doubted erroneouſly | 
- concerning the ſyſtems of men, 
which repreſent the an Firſt Cauſe 
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d a human creature, ſubject to the 
worſt and weakeſt of human paſſions ; 
ſubject to anger, malice, revenge, 
ambition, vanity! Let me hope, if 
I did not poſſeſs ſufficient under- 
ſtanding to diſcover truth, that ſhall 
not be imputed to me as a fault. 
Thou, ſurely, wilt not condemn me, 
becauſe I am unable to believe thou 
ever madeſt a creature that Was. 
predoomed to eternal deſtruction. *. 
Of wicked men] have afked mercy, 
for having written ſo much againſt | 
; the evil of their ways. To thee; 
God of benevolence, I intercede for 
Srace, for that I have not written 
more. The faculties of man are 
only divineh employed, when em- 
| ployed i in the cauſe of virtue. | 
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* The Baron fant? adds a liter of 
kimſelf, _— M. 2 a German 
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CONCLUSION. 


1 have at this moment occaſion to 
add; now "wow this volume is com- 
1 x On pleted, 


eritic, who had taxed ' him with miſt rote - 
ſentation concerning England. He affirms the 
affair to have happened as he ſtated in the 
ſecond volume, makes many ſevere remarks 5s 
on the Engliſh, and their laws, and ſays that, 

| when he went to the cuſtom-houſe to pay the 8 

importation duty on his Hungarian wine, the 
officer preſented him the Goſpel to kiſs, and 
ſwear that it was all for his own drinking ; 
and, when he refuſed taking an oath ſo ridi- 
'culous, the officer called a porter, defired the 
Baron to give him a ſhilling, and the porter 
kiſſed the book in his ſtead, He adds this 
Was in compliance with an act, which at that 
time prohibited the importation of French 
wines, except for individual conſumption; 
und ſatirically re marks that, in Rome, one 
man is hired to pray, in London, to fivear 
falſely, for another. | EF 
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pleted, that I .was received with 
eſteem and honour i in my country, 


ſuperior to all that can be. ar vid 5 


* „ o . 
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_ Content. and happy, I journey back to 


Auſtria. .. FT he good king has done 


me juſtice, and heaped favours on 
me; I have received my. confiſcated 


eſtates, and am in hourly expectation 


of the rents of which I have been 
1 forty years deprived, 25 


The Baron, alſo, „ himſelf 


obliged to the learned geographer Buſching, 


Who has corrected his errors of dates, pre 


miſes to profit by the remarks of his * critic 
in a future edition ; pleads haſte, errors of the 
preſs, and a lapſe of years; and adds, as an 
additional hiſtorical fact, that Beſtuchef, and 
bis lady, were in oppoſite intereſts, and both 


were in the receipt 1. nur from different 
| courts. 77 TI Dans 
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More! ſought not ; poſts of honout 

I cannot there accept. Nobody ſhall 
accuſe me in my old age of being 
ſelfiſh, or living detrimental to that 


ſtate of which I have now been fix 


and thirty years a ſubject, although 
it has moſt ſhamefully miſtreated'me, 
and continues ſtill to repay me with 
ingratitude. I leave behind me a gra- 


cious monarch, who knows my heart; 


J leave the beſt of reputations, inno- 
cence undoubted, and am convinced 
the Pruſſians love me, and will be 


90 che friends of my children. 


The object of my journey is ac- 
Fompliſhed; I can now, in the de- 
cline of life, enjoy honour and eaſe, 
and, as a good man ſhould, can meet 
death with a ſmile. 
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vol. 1. p. 207. l. 19, for Lieutenant. Colonel, i 
read 8 n | a 


